Hints for teaching ESL students

1. Make the content relevant:

-For newcomers, start by using literature from their own country or using literature that shows a person their age dealing with the difficulties of living in the U.S.  The goal is to give them strategies for positive adjustment to U.S. society as well as improve their literacy skills. 

2. Appropriate Level:  Use texts that are at the level of the students and age appropriate.  If you have a 6th grader reading books about a first grader simply because of her English skills, that child will feel less smart than the rest of her classmates. Find a book that is about a person her age, but is also at her level of reading.

3. Do presentations:  Have students do presentations about different events from their respective countries, or neighborhoods.  It is amazing what happens when kids talk about something they know very well.  Allow them to have this feeling because normally they don’t.

4. Have guest speakers from representatives of different countries represented in your classroom.  Remember, each Latin American country has a very different culture!!  This also shows that you respect them and their culture.  

5. Use TPR: Total Physical Response approach to teaching.  Use this approach as a method of instruction along with others that you find are useful.

6. Don’t only use worksheets to teach writing!  Allow the kids to free write as much as possible.

7. Free reading: Allow the kids to free read as much as possible too.  If you allow them to choose the books they want to read, they will more likely read them.  If you have books that they need to read, allow time to read both of the books.  It is amazing how far a little respect will go.

8. Teach content in a sheltered fashion:  Try to stay away from teaching too much about the language and more on subject matter. It is not only more interesting, but will allow the ESL students to not fall too far behind.

9. Adjust your speech: To allow the students to understand you better, it is o.k. to speak more slowly, clearly, with less slang terms.  Repetition and rephrasing are also good techniques to be understood.  Limit the amount of time you lecture, and do more hands on activities, group activities, pair work.  When I teach, my motto is: “The less time my students have to hear my voice, the better!”  It is o.k. for the students to make mistakes when they are speaking with each other.  

10. Extralinguistic support:  nonverbal, sensory, and visual support, such as graphic organizers, drawings, and realia.

11. First language use: Allow the students to speak in their first language.  It not only shows that you respect them, but also allows the students to clarify the directions that you just gave.  In other words, in all the studies I have read, the majority of the time, the students are on task when speaking their first language.

