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Adventure and Survival

Avi.  The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle.  NY: Avon Books, 1990.  13-year-old Charlotte Doyle boards a boat to America in 1832, never dreaming that she will become involved in an intrigue that will force her to re-examine her life, her identity, and her loyalties.  The great adventure book for girls that boys will also love.  A must for middle school.

Bell, William.  Forbidden City.  Seventeen-year-old Alex Jackson accompanies his father, a TV cameraman, to China during the Tiananmen Square student revolt.  High School readers will enjoy.

Bunting, Eve.  Jumping the Nail.  New York: Harcourt Brace, Jovanovich, 1991.  Jumping from a cliff almost 90 feet 

above the Pacific Ocean becomes a peer pressure sport for Scooter and Elisa.  The book does an exceptionally good job getting into the character’s heads as they face different issues.  A good middle school book.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Carter, Alden.  Between a Rock and a Hard Place.  Scholastic, 1995.  Two cousins, Mark and Randy, are not excited about the canoe trip that has become a family rite of passage.  Then tragedy strikes, and the trip becomes one of survival as the boys fight their way through Minnesota’s lake country.

Casanova, Mary.  When Eagles Fall. NY: Hyperion Books for Children, 2002.  Alexis Castille-Reed, reacting badly to her parents’ separation, gets drunk and almost drowns.  At her wits end, her mother sends her to spend the summer with her biologist father who happens to be working in Minnesota studying bald eagles.  Unable to talk honestly to each other since the separation, Alex grudgingly spends time with her father.  Finally, determined to prove to him that she is capable, Alex decides to rescue an eaglet on her own, but when she and the young eagle are stranded on an island during a storm, Alex learns that her father is not the only one she needs to prove something to.  A female version of  Hatchet, although on a smaller scale.  A solid upper elementary/middle school read.

Clements, Andrew.  A Week in the Woods.  NY: Simon & Schuster, 2002.  Mark Chelmsley is the new kid at school, but not just any new kid.  His parents have just bought the factory in town so everyone knows he’s “RICH.”  Combined with Mark’s apparent apathy about school and his new life in Whitson, NH, teachers and students alike at Whitson Elementary think that Mark is no good.  But during the school’s annual “Week in the Woods,” Mark shows all those involved that he really does care and is capable of being part of the school.  (Great upper elementary/middle school read, and would work especially well for older ESL students who need a story line that will interest them.)

Cole, Brock.  The Goats.  New York: Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 1987.  When their peers leave them stranded naked on 

an island, a boy and girl form a truce to run away and disappear.  The ensuing panic by teachers and parents alike force the issue for everyone of what it means to be bullied.  Upper elementary/middle school.

Coleman, Weirdo’s War. NY: Orchard, 1996.  Dan has gotten used to be the target of his classmates’ abuse.  So it surprises everyone, including Dan, when he ends being the hero of an unforeseen adventure.  Middle school.

Colfer, Eoin.  Artemis Fowl: The Arctic Incident.  (2002). NY: Scholastic. Now 13, Artemis Fowl finds out that his father may actually be alive and being held by the Russian Mafiya. At the same time, Captain Holly Short, from the LEPrecon Special Forces, is battling something strange in fairyland.  Working together, unwillingly at best, Holly, Artemis, Butler, Foaly and Root band together to do battle against the dark forces in both worlds.  Another great read from the Artemis collection! Upper elementary/middle school!

Colfer, Eoin.  Artemis Fowl.  (2001).  NY: Scholastic.  Artemis Fowl is a 12-year-old genius, millionaire, and criminal mastermind.  Attempting to bolster his millions, he steals the book of the elves and attempts to take from them the proverbial pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.  But Captain Holly Short, am elf from the LEPrecon Special Forces, is not prepared to let the treasure go without a fight.  A delightful tale for upper elementary/middle school!

Cormier, Robert.  We All Fall Down.  New York: Delacorte Press, 1991.  Buddy, one of the thrashers of a home, sees 

the incident as a lark until his friends throw Karen, the teen-aged girl who lives in the house, down the stairs, 

causing her to go into a coma.  When Buddy falls in love with Karen’s sister, he is torn between telling her the 

truth and lying to keep her in his life.  A high school read.

Creech, Sharon. The Wanderer.  (2000).  NY: Scholastic.  13-year-old Sophie is the only female crewmate on board the Wanderer.  Along with her three uncles and two male cousins, Sophie traverses the Atlantic, learning about her cousins, what it means to be part of a family, and how to deal with her own past, one filled with loss.  A Newberry Honor Book.  An upper elementary/middle school book.

Easley, MaryAnn.  I Am the Ice Worm.  Honesdale, PA: Boyds Mills Press, 1996.  Allison survives a plane crash in 

Alaska, is befriended by an Inupiat trapper who brings her to his village and from there, begins a thousand mile 

journey to the Alaskan coast and her mother.  Not only is this an adventure story, it is also the story of how 

Allison comes to appreciate a culture very different from her own.  A good middle school read.

Gould, Steven.  Wildside.  NY: Tor, 1996.  Charlie finds the door to another world, a world where passenger pigeons and saber-toothed tigers still exist.  A born entrepreneur, Charlie enlists his friends in a money-making scheme selling passenger pigeons and mining for gold that will make them all rich.  But can they outsmart the CIA, FBI, and their parents as they pursue their goals?  A high school read.

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Among the Hidden.  NY: Aladdin Fiction, 1998.  Luke is a “third child”; his parents cannot acknowledge that he exists because if they do, he will be taken away, probably killed, and they will be fined and possibly imprisoned.  But when the government opens up a housing development around his parents’ farm, Luke sees a girl’s face looking out from a window, and he begins to wonder if there are other shadow children like himself and what they can do to break into the sunlight.  An excellent upper elementary/middle school read.

Hinton, S. E.  The Outsiders. New York: Dell, 1967.  Ponyboy tries to survive in a world of brothers and gangs and 

must cope with the death of his best friend.  The great classic of a boy’s world written by, at the time, a teen-aged girl.  A must read for middle and high school students.

Hinton, S. E.  Taming the Star Runner.  New York: Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1988.  Due to problems with his new 

stepfather, Travis is sent to his uncle’s ranch and attempts to tame both the horses and his temper.  But it’s the toughest battle of his life, and Travis isn’t always sure who is on his side nor can he always control his own feelings when dealing with others.  A middle/high school book.

Hinton, S. E.  That Was Then, This Is Now.  New York: Dell, 1971.  Bryan discovers love and wants to retreat from

a life of fights and violence.  All of that is complicated, though, by the discovery that his best friend is a drug dealer.  Bryan’s loyalties are tested, and when he finally makes his decision, he discovers that regret and doing what’s right are often in conflict.  A middle/high school book.

Hobbs, Will.  The Maze.  William Morrow and Company, Inc., 1998. Facing a life-threatening situation, 14-year-old Rick escapes from a juvenile detention facility and travels to Canyonlands National Park in Utah, where he meets a bird biologist who is working on a project to reintroduce condors to the wild.  A middle school read.

Horowitz, Anthony.  Point Blank.  NY: Philomel Books, 2002.  Alex Rider, teen-age spy, returns in Point Blank to solve the mystery surrounding the deaths of two rich and powerful men who had one thing in common: both had sons 

attending the Point Blanc School for Boys.  Blackmailed by masterspy Alan Blount into attending the school, Alex faces life and death situations as he deals with Dr. Grief and his strange "right-hand woman" Mrs. Stellenbosch.  

Great adventure story--as one critic put it--teen-age James Bond--that will have reluctant readers bemoaning the fact that they have to wait for book 3 in the series.  Middle/Lower high school.

Horowitz, Anthony.  Stormbreaker.  NY: Philomel Books, 2002.  Alex Rider senses that something is very wrong concerning the reports of his uncle's death.  Shortly after, he discovers that his uncle was actually a spy for the 

British Secret Service MI6 and that he, Alex, is the only one who can avenge his uncle's death and solve MI6's problem.  Armed with gadgets James Bond might envy, Alex sets out on a world-wide chase to find his uncle's assassins. Middle/Lower high school.

Howell, Troy.  Bone Dry.  NY: Hyperion Books for Children, 2002.  Matthew Morrissey, young aid to the eminent phrenologist Dr. Asa B Cornwall, embarks on the adventure of a lifetime: find the skull of Alexander the Great somewhere in the Sahara Desert.  With the help of local guides, Matthew learns a great deal about the wonder of the Sahara and the lore of the Jinn.  When the group is overtaken by slavers, Matthew must put what he has learned together with his natural cunning to save himself, Asa, and Hussein from a fate worse than death at the hand of slaveholders in the depths of the African jungle.  A great middle school read!

Ibbotson, Eva.  Journey to the River Sea.  NY: Dutton.  Orphaned Maia travels with her new governess Miss Minton to Brazil to join her relatives.  What she uncovers there is the missing son of a nobleman, a young actor out-growing his parts as his voice chances, and a family who only wants her for her money.  But when Maia and Miss Minton put their heads together to help both boys, they find adventure and friends along the Amazon.  A great upper elementary/middle school read.

Marsden, John.  Tomorrow, When the War Began, The Dead of Night, A Killing Frost.  New York: Laurel-Leaf, 

1993,1994,1995.  When Ellie and six friends return from a weekend camping trip in the Australian bush, they find that nothing is the way they left it.  Their families gone, houses deserted, pets and livestock dead, they slowly realize that Australia has been invaded by a foreign force.  Through the three novels, the teens set up guerrilla raids to keep their antagonists busy, all the while trying to find out what the world outside is doing to help them.  An engrossing trilogy where boys and girls are equally smart, courageous, athletic.  A high school read.

Mazer, Harry.  The Island Keeper.  New York: Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1981.  Cleo runs away to a deserted island and 

proves her ability to survive in the wild (a female equivalent of Hatchet). A middle/high school read.

Mooney, Bel.  Voices of Silence.  New York: Delacorte Press, 1997.  Living in Communist Ceausescu Romania, Flora 

knows that an innocent word to the wrong person can bring punishment and possibly even death to those she 

loves.  But when Daniel joins Flora’s class, offering friendship and support, she is suddenly caught up in circumstances beyond understanding, and finally, it is Flora herself who stands between her father and death.  A middle school read.

Murphy, Claire Rudolf.  To the Summit.  New York: Lodestar, 1992.  A 16-year-old girl faces climbing Denali and 

getting along with her father, the leader of the climb.  A solid middle/high school read.

O’Brien, Robert.  Z for Zachariah.  New York: Atheneum, 1975.  A young girl seems to be the only person alive


after a nuclear explosion until she sees a man whom she later realizes is evil and from whom she must escape.  A classic read for middle school students.

Paulsen, Gary.  The White Fox Chronicles.  Delacorte Press, 2001.  In the year 2057, the United States is under the dominion of the powerful and evil CCR.  Cody Pierce, a 14-year-old streetwise teen, has managed to survive the CCR, but when his friend and mentor is killed in front of him, he decides he must do more.  His rebellion again the CCR, with the aid of a group of teens like himself, earns him the title White Fox, and paves the way for greater rebellions against the enemy.  An exciting middle school read.

Paulsen, Gary.  Brian’s Winter.  New York: Delacorte Press, 1996.  This story continues Brian’s sojourn in the 

wilderness (Hatchet); chronicles what might have happened to Brian if he hadn’t been rescued.  Another great middle school read.

Paulsen, Gary.  The Crossing.  New York: Dell Laurel-Leaf, 1990.  A Mexican male teen attempts to cross the U.S.


border.  A solid middle/high school read for lower ability readers.

Paulsen, Gary.  Hatchet.  New York: Puffin Books, 1988.  After the pilot of the small plane Brian is flying in has a heart 

attack mid-flight, Brian must land the plane and then fend for himself for 54 days in the Canadian wilderness.  His only aid…a hatchet.  The great upper elementary classic.

Paulsen, Gary.  The River.  New York: Delacorte, 1991.  In this sequel to Hatchet, Brian repeats his experience in the 

wilderness for a government study; however, when the government psychologist sent to study Brian becomes 

paralyzed in an accident, Brian must try to secure assistance.  Another great upper elementary/middle school read.

Paulsen, Gary.  Transall Saga.  Delacorte Press, 1998.  While backpacking in the desert, 13-year-old Mark falls into a tube of blue light and is transported into a more primitive world, forcing him to use his knowledge and skills to survive.  A fantasy Hatchet and a great middle/high school read..
Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.  NY: Scholastic, 1997.  The first in the great series, this is the background of Harry’s arrival at the Dursley’s to his invite to Hogwarts to his first year at the famed school as he finds himself having to outwit “He whose name must never be said.”  A must read for everyone.

Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets.  NY: Scholastic, 1998.  The second in the series finds Harry having to deal with his insufferable new teacher Gilderoy Lockhart, the mystery of what’s In the Chamber of Secrets, and the annoying Moaning Myrtle.  A must read for everyone.

Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkeban.  NY: Scholastic, 1999.  Third in the series, we find Harry battling rumors of an escaped prisoner from Azkeban who is after him.  Death Eaters and Sirius Black make his third year at Hogwarts a difficult one, but the loyalty of his friends and an amazing discovering makes it all worthwhile for our hero.  A must read for everyone.

Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.  NY: Scholastic, 2000.  The best one yet, the fourth installment tells the story of Harry’s involvement in the first wizarding championship held in years.  An unexpected contestant, Harry must do his best in the trials while fighting his first feelings of love for a girl—not Hermione!—and his concerns for his beloved guardian.   A must read for everyone.

Sacher, Louis.  Holes.  The ultimate survival book, Stanley Yelnats and his co-horts at Green Lake Boys Camp struggle to survive against the elements, nasty adults, and each other as they try to figure out the mystery of the holes at Camp Green Lake.  One of the most enjoyable books for students in years; a surefire favorite that is also an excellent read- aloud book for all ages over 10.

Turner, Megan Whalen.  The Thief.  NY: HarperCollins, 1998.  Named after the god of the thieves, Eugenides, Gen has made a name for himself stealing anything that catches his fancy.  Finally caught and thrown into the King’s prison, he is at last released by the King’s scholar, the Magus, who believes he knows the site of the kingmaker stone, Hiamathes Gift.  Needing the young thief’s expertise, the Magus frees him from prison with the promise of freedom IF he obtains the stone; but Gen has some ideas of his own as to his fate.  A wonderful read and the 1997 Newbery Honor Book.

Turner, Megan Whalen.  The Queen of Attolia.  NY: HarperCollins, 2000.  Eugenides adventures continue as he is asked by the  Queen of Eddis, his cousin, to help her save their country and preserve their neutrality with Sounis and Attolia.  But when he is captured by the Queen of Attolia and she has his hand severed as punishment, the thief is thrown into doubt and depression concerning his usefulness to Eddis.   A powerful sequel to The Thief and appropriate for both middle and high school.

Waddell, Martin. The Kidnapping of Suzie Q. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press. During what should be an uneventful trip to the grocery story, Suzie Quinn is kidnapped by a group of inept robbers.  However, their ineptitude proves deadly and Suzie realizes quickly that it will be sheer intelligence that saves her day.  Middle/high school.

Autobiography

Angelou, Maya.  I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.  New York: Bantam, 1971.  Angelou shares both the good and the bad of her childhood: the horror of rape and family separation versus the love of a very special grandmother who taught Maya how to be a strong and fearless young woman.

Appleman-Jurman, Alicia.  Alicia: My Story.  New York: Bantam, 1988.  This is the amazing story of Alicia Jurman, a young Jewish girl to woman who survives the Nazi occupation of her home town in Poland, receives a certificate of heroism from the Russian army when she saves a group of Russian partisans, creates an orphanage for Jewish children who have survived concentration camps, and joins Brecha, a Jewish underground agency who helps Jewish Holocaust survivors escape from Europe to Eretz Israel. 

Bauman, Janina.  Winter in the Morning: A Young Girl's Life in the Warsaw Ghetto and Beyond, 1939-1945. New York: 

The Free Press, 1985.  Janina Bauman recounts her growing up years during WWII as her family first lives in and then escapes from both the concentration camps and the Warsaw ghetto.  A prosperous Polish-Jewish family, the Baumans are able save themselves after leaving the ghetto because they have the financial resources and the "Aryan" friends necessary to survive amidst the horror of Nazi tyranny and Polish apathy. 

Bergman, Tamar.  Along the Tracks.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1991.  Polish-born Yankele and his family 

leave Nazi-controlled Poland soon after it is annexed and head for what they hope will be freedom and a better life in Russia.  But after the Nazis begin their march into Russia and Papa goes to fight with the Russian army against the Nazis, Mama decides that heading further east is the only real option.  Along the way, however, Yankele becomes separated from his mother and sister and begins a four year odyssey which takes him around most of Russia and its provinces. 

Bode, Janet.  New Kids on the Block: Oral Histories of Immigrant Teens.  New York: Franklin Watts.  An amazing 

collection of true-life stories from today’s new citizens.

Breznitz, Shlomo.  Memory Fields.  New York: Alfred A Knopf, 1992.  In this biography, Breznitz recounts his


childhood during the Holocaust and the effect of it on his adolescent and adult life.  In a back and forth narrative, he describes his life in the Catholic orphanage his parents place him and his sister in and then discusses how, as an adult, he began to understand and/or work out for himself some of the incidents of his youth and their impact on his present day life. 

Cleary, Beverly.  A Girl from Yamhill.  New York: Dell, 1989.  Cleary describes her childhood in Oregon and its impact on her years of writing.

Crutcher, Chris.  King of the Mild Frontier: An Ill-Advised Autobiography. NY: Greenwillow. Our favorite author discusses his childhood and adolescence in his own inimitable style.  Readers will enjoy finding out where many of the Crutcher characters originated even as they laugh heartily at his stories of life in Cascade, Idaho.  A must-read for Crutcher fans.  Middle/high school.

Filipovic, Zlata.  Zlata’s Diary: A Child’s Life in Sarajevo.  New York: Penguin Books, 1994.  Inviting comparisons to 

Anne Frank, this diary describes a young girl in Bosnia trying to cope with bombs, death, and the destruction of a way of life.

Frank, Anne.  The Diary of a Young Girl. New York: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1952.  Probably the most famous 

book to come out of the Holocaust era, Anne's diary tells of her own experiences as a Jewish girl; in addition, the reader is given a sense of Anne's growing up, and young readers "leave" the book with the sense that Anne is very much like them in her feelings of growing into young womanhood, having difficulties with the parent-child relationship, and dealing with the difficulties of first love.

Gies, Miep.  The Attic: The Hiding of Anne Frank.  New York: Simon and Schuster, 1987.  Miep Gies, one of the 

people who helps hide Anne Frank and her family during WWII, tells her story of hiding Anne and her family.  Not only do we get a sense of the difficulties many Dutch citizens went through in an effort to help Jewish friends, we also learn more of the courage of the entire Frank and vanDaan families as they struggle to survive amidst their own concerns about the safety of Miep, Mr. Koophuis, and Mr. Kraler as those three develop intricate plans necessary to save the lives hidden in the attic.

Jiang, Ji Li.  Red Scarf Girl.  A vivid memoir of twelve-year-old Ji Li Jian’s experiences in 1966 during the Chinese Cultural Revolution and its impact on her family and education.  Her change from a “true believes” in Mao to a free thinker will appeal to all.

Jordan, Michael.  I Can’t Accept Not Trying: Michael Jordan on the Pursuit of Excellence.  San Francisco: 
Harper, 1993. Jordan describes his success and encourages others to be motivated to be their best.

Lyons, Mary.  Letters from a Slave Girl: The Story of Harriet Jacobs.  New York: Simon and Schuster, 1996.  A slave girl tells in diary form of her wish to be free and her eventual escape to the North.

Mathabane, M. Kaffir Boy: The True Story of a Black Youth’s Coming of Age in Apartheid South Africa.  New York: NAL/Dutton, 1986.  This book describes the racism in South Africa from a teen’s viewpoint.

Parks, Rosa with Jim Haskins.  Rosa Parks: My Story.  New York: Dial, 1992.  Rosa Parks describes her own role in the Civil Rights movement.

Peck, Robert Newton. A Day No Pigs Would Die.  New York: Random House, Inc., 1972.  Peck describes his own childhood of farm life and a dying father.

Reiss, Johanna.  The Upstairs Room.  New York: Thomas Y Crowell Company, 1972.  Ten-year-old Annie and her family are Dutch Jews who, like Anne Frank and her family, thought that being Dutch citizens would save them much of the horror Jews in Germany were facing.  Like the Franks, Annie's family also went into hiding; but Annie and her family are hidden in the Dutch countryside by various families, and this seems to be the thread that keeps them safe and hidden opposed to the many Jews who were captured in Amsterdam and other larger cities.  Through the account of Annie and her sister Sini's hiding with the Oostervelts' the reader is given another look at hiding and secret rooms, and like Anne's diary, transcends the horror of the war to give the reader a sense of how individual people grew up and lived a day to day life in spite of what was happening around them. 

Roth-Hano, Renee.  Touchwood.  New York: Four Winds Press, 1988.  Renee Roth and her sisters are forced to go into 

hiding twice: the first time occurs after the Germans invade and annex Alsace and the second after the invasion of France and the occupation of Paris.  Roth's parents decide to place the girls in a Catholic women's residence where their backgrounds will not be questioned.  For almost three years, the girls are taken care of by the nuns, and Roth recounts her fears and questions about religion as well as the nature of hatred in this story well-suited for younger adolescents because it lacks the violence of other Holocaust stories.


Rylant, Cynthia.  But I’ll Be Back Again.  New York: Orchard, 1989.  This young adult author tells about her childhood 

experiences in a West Virginia town in the Appalachian Mountains.

Seabrooke, Brenda.  Under the Pear Tree.  NY: Cobblehill.  The narrators reminiscences about her eleventh summer in Fizgerald, Georgia.  The pear tree is used as a centering point for the author as her adventures, and misadventures, seem to begin and end in this safe, sometimes personally mystical spot.

Sender, Ruth Minsky.  The Cage. New York: MacMillan Publishing Company, 1986.  In this memoir, Ruth Minsky, 

formerly Riva Minska, number 55082, recounts her life in Lodz, Poland as she and her brothers practice survival in the ghetto and then in the concentration camp Mittelsteine in Germany where she, on her own, combines luck and writing talent to save herself from death.  The astonishing aspect of this story is the poetry that Riva wrote in Lodz and later in Germany and its importance in buoying her brothers during the difficulties of life in the ghetto and keeping her alive in the camps, literally; in a strange twist, Riva is saved from death by a female Nazi prison commandant who is touched by a public reading of some of Riva's poetry.

Tec, Nechama.  Dry Tears: The Story of a Lost Childhood. Westport, Conn: Wildcat Publishing Co, Inc., 1982.  In this 

non-fiction account, Nechama Tec relates how she and her sister "passed" as Polish Christians during the Holocaust while her parents hid--sometimes in locations far away, sometimes in the same home--in order to save themselves from Nazi tyranny.  Tec recounts the relationships developed with the various Polish families who sheltered the family, for money of course, and her personal difficulty understanding how these people could, in essence, put their lives on the line for her while they continued to dislike Jews as a group and were quite vocal in their contempt.  Additionally important is the continued prejudice felt by the family after the war when they returned home and tried to take back the factory and home that was rightfully theirs.  An excellent counterpart to Anne Frank's diary, the Maus books, and those by Corrie ten Boom in terms of Gentiles helping Jews.  

Toll, Nelly S.  Behind the Secret Window: A Memoir of a Hidden Childhood.  New York: Dial Books, 1993.  In this 

diary, Toll recounts her childhood memories of her time in hiding.  The one childhood joy that allowed Toll to hold onto the trusting side of her nature was her love of watercolor painting, and a large collection of these watercolors survived, as did Toll, and present a vivid recollection of the trials and tribulations, fears and joys, sorrows and triumphs of the lost years.  

Weill, Sabrina Solin.  We’re Not Monsters: Teens Speak Out About Teens in Trouble.  NY: HarperCollins, 2002.  Real teens talk about the “problem” students they know on an everyday basis.  

Biography

Freedman, Russell.  Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery.  New York: Clarion, 1994.  This book describes the first 

presidential spouse to have her own career and public life.

Haskins, Jim.  One More River to Cross.  New York: Scholastic, 1992.  This book includes stories of twelve African 

Americans who overcame obstacles despite racial discrimination.

Haskins, Jim.  Winnie Mandela: Life of Struggle.  New York: Putman, 1988.  This story describes the wife of a Civil 

rights leader in South Africa and how she herself became an activist.

Morrisette, Mikki.  Nancy Kerrigan: Heart of a Champion.  New York: Bantam Books, 1994.  This is the story of

Nancy Kerrigan and her route to the 1994 Olympics.

Taylor, Theodore.  The Flight of Jesse Leroy Brown. NY: Avon Books.  This is the story of Jesse Leroy Brown, the first black man to enter the Navy’s Air Training School and also, the first black to fly a Navy fighter and make a carrier landing.

Contemporary Life and Problems

Coming of Age

Bell, William. Death Wind. NY: Orca Book Publishers, 2002.  Allie is dealing with a lot: she’s just broken up with her boyfriend, found out she might be pregnant, brought home a failing report.  On top of that, she feels responsible for the constant bickering between her parents.  Her solution: take off with skater friend Jazz and tour the skateboard circuit.  But when a tornado hits her hometown, Allie knows that she has to go back to find out what has happened to her parents; in doing so, Allie finds herself.  A quick read for reluctant middle and lower high school students.

Cobb, Katie.  Happenings.  NY: HarperCollins, 2002.  Slightly over the top story of Kelsey Blackwell and her classmates attempts to “blackmail” their AP teacher into teaching the way they want her to.  The only problem is, for some reason, she won’t, and the results of the students “no homework” stance threatens not only their academic lives but their athletic and family lives as well.  Middle/high school.

Conley, Jane Leslie.  Crazy Lady.  New York: Harper/Collins, 1994.  The neighborhood’s “crazy lady” and her 

developmentally disabled son, Ronald, teach Vernon the true meaning of love.  Middle/high school.

Cooney, Caroline.  The Voice on the Radio.  New York: Delacorte Press, 1997.  In this third installation of the Janie 


series, Janie must face the betrayal of boyfriend Reeve as he tells her amazing story on his campus radio station.  Middle school.

Cormier, Robert.  The Chocolate War.  New York: Dell Publishing, 1974.  Jerry Renault decides to defy the system by 

refusing to sell chocolates for the school; his heroism earns him the wrath of Archie, the leader of the Vigils.  The classic read for high school students.

Crutcher, Chris.  Chinese Handcuffs.  New York: Greenwillow, 1989.  Jennifer and Dillon, intense athletes, help each 

other fight the pain of their personal lives as they search to discover their own identities.  But this is not an easy quest, especially after Dillon finds out that Jennifer is being sexually molested by her own father.  A fabulous high school read.

 Davis, Terry.  If Rock and Roll Were a Machine.  New York: Bantam, 1992.  A rock-and-roller and a motorcyclist, 

Bert tries to speed through life, but his English teacher tries to help him search for his real goals.  High school.

Kehret, Peg.  Cages.  New York: Pocket Books, 1991.  When Kit, a middle school student, impulsively steals a bracelet from a large department store, she puts in motion a number of changes in her own life.  An alcoholic father, a job at the human society, and Kit’s own guilt add important elements to the theme of feeling “caged.”  A high school read.

Gallo, Don, ed. On the Fringe.  (2001).  NY: PenguinPutnam.  Fabulous collection of short stories about kids on the “fringe”, kids who don’t make the popular groups, kids ostracized because of poverty, sexual identity, etc.  Of special import are the short stories by Ron Koertge (popular girl who finds that she isn’t so different than those kids on the edges), Jack Gantos (student who talks about being on Prozac), and Chris Crutcher (the original storyline from Whale Talk about a student who brings a gun to school and kills three classmates before being brought done by the narrator of the story and his brother TJ and then how everyone deals with the murders).  A strong collection.  High school.

Ingold, Jeanette.  The Big Burn.  (2002). NY: Harcourt Brace. During the summer of 1910, Montana and Idaho face one of the largest sets of forest burns ever to hit the state.  The fire sets the background for the stories of three teens, Lizbeth, Jarrett, and Seth, who together and separately, each play a part in bringing the fire to a close.  Lizbeth, who loves the family farmstead, hopes to keep her aunt from taking both of them back east. Jarrett, who finds his father impossible to live with, goes in search of a job with the firefighters and is reunited with the brother who left home years ago after a falling out with their father.  And Seth, a member of the all-black 25th Infantry, hopes that his stint in the army will give him something that many black men around the turn of the century were looking for: respect.  Remarkable story for middle and high school readers.

Magorian, Michelle.  Good Night, Mr. Tom. New York: Harper Trophy, 1981.  An abused child is adopted by an elderly 

man in a heart-tugging story during WWII.  One of the most beautifully written books a student may ever read.  Middle and high school.

Murphy, Rita.  Night Flying.  NY: Delacorte, 2000.  Georgia, like all of the women in her family, is a flyer, literally.  But flying is something taken seriously by all of the Hansen women, especially Grandmother, who rules Georgia, her mother, and her aunts with an iron reserve that none can penetrate.  But on the eve of Georgia’s 16th birthday, her aunt Carmen returns home, Carmen, who has been outcast from the family for years because of some rule she has broken.  And it is with Carmen’s return that Georgia must decide the king of woman she will be in the future and whose rules she will follow.  An excellent middle, high school read.

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds.  Achingly Alice.  New York: Atheneum, 1998.  Fifteen year old Alice has begun to prioritize 

her life: find a wife for her father, a boyfriend for herself, and the easiest way through the physical problems of becoming…a woman.  Making all of this happen is a harder task then Alice ever thought possible.  Middle school.

Nolan, Han.  Born Blue.  NY: Harcourt, 2001.  Born Janie but rechristened, by herself, as Leshaya, this is a girl who has had everything stacked against her and in trying to drag herself out of the muck that is her life, makes some pretty severe mistakes along the way.  But thanks to her amazing voice, Leshaya, who is white, may actually have the means to make a better life for herself…if she can come to terms with her heroin-addicted mother, her cruel foster parents, the African-American family who would like to foster her in a positive way, and the talented songwriter, Paul, who might actually provide the means for Leshaya’s professional success.  A high school read.

Okimoto, Jean Davies.  The Eclipse of Moonbeam Dawson. New York: Tor, 1997.  Moonbeam Dawson just wants to be normal.  But it’s not easy when you have a first name like he does, a mother who moves from commune to commune, and a biracial background.  How Moonbeam handles his problems, especially his name, is only part of what makes this a delightful coming-of-age story.  Middle/high school.

Okimoto, Jean Davies, To JayKae: Life Stinx.  New York: Tor, 1999.  For Jason Kovak, life couldn’t get much worse: his best friend has moved to California, his surrogate grandmother is dead, and his father is remarrying Doreen and forcing Jason to share his house and his life with his perfect new stepbrother, Josh, the basketball star.  Jason turns to a computer chat room for teens for solace, but finds that anonymity isn’t always what it’s cracked up to be.  Middle/high school.

Paterson, Katherine.  Come Sing, Jimmy Jo.  New York: Avon Books, 1985.  Jimmy Jo becomes a nationally-known country singer and must balance stage, school, and home, each with its own successes and problems.  Middle schoo.

 Paterson, Katherine.  Jacob Have I Loved.  New York: Crowell, 1980.  A teen girl fights back when she feels her twin sister has deprived her of schools, friends, and parents.  A truly wonderful book that will “follow” 
the reader long after the last page of the book.  It’s a classic for upper elementary and middle school.

Peck, Richard.  Remembering the Good Times.  New York: Dell, 1987.  The frustrations of a group of gifted high school students in an apathetic but affluent community lead to tragedy when one of the trio decides to kill himself.  The two who are left behind must struggle with their own sense of self and how to move past the suicide.

Rapp, Adam.  The Buffalo Tree.(1999.) NY: HarperCollins.  Sura, a juvie with an attitude, is shipped to Hamstock Detention Center where he is forced to explore the depths of his own spirit amid violence and degradation.  This is a tough book, authentic in voice, but not my choice for students 9th grade and younger.

Spinelli, Jerry.  Stargirl.  (2000).  NY: Scholastic.  Stargirl Caraway comes to Mica High School and changes life for everyone, especially Leo, the boy she eventually falls in love with.  Happy to be an individual, Stargirl, self-named because “Susan” simply didn’t fit her anymore, entertains her peers with ukulele music, birthday cards, and little notions that have everyone questioning their commonplace lives.  But when she begins cheering for the opposite teams—to make them feel better when they’re losing—Stargirl becomes an outcast, and Leo, who has to decide between her and the safety of his high school friendships, finds that life in the headlights of Stargirl’s fading popularity, is not what he had in mind when he began dating her.

Voigt, Cynthia.  Dicey’s Song.  New York: Fawcett Juniper, 1982.  In this sequel to Homecoming, the Tillerman children learn that they will have to cope with a strong-minded grandmother if they truly want the family they have been searching for.  A wonderful middle school book.

Voigt, Cynthia.  Homecoming.  New York: Fawcett Juniper, 1981.  When their mentally ill mother leaves them, the four 

Tillerman children decide to walk to their grandmother’s house, a long journey to another state.   Beautiful must read for upper elementary and middle school.

Voigt, Cynthia.  A Solitary Blue.  New York: Scholastic, 1983.  When Jeff’s mother returns after deserting her family, 

she does not bring back the idealistic life Jeff had envisioned.  Jeff’s anger and his mother’s apathy must be resolved before Jeff can come to terms with his place in the family and in his mother’s life.  A high school read.

Wolff, Virginia Euwer.  Make Lemonade.  New York: Scholastic, 1993.  A 13-year-old learns about life when she 


babysits for an unwed 17-year-old mother with two children.  A wonderful read for middle school.

Zindel, Paul.  The Pigman.  New York: Bantam Books, Inc., 1968.  A teen boy and girl trade off writing chapters as 

they describe their adventures with Mr. Pignatti, whom they nickname The Pigman.  An adolescent classic.  

Coping with Death

Brooks, Bruce.  All That Remains: 3 Stories. NY: Atheneum, 2001.  Three novellas of adolescents dealing with death.  Definitely a high school read.

Coman, Carolyn.  Tell Me Everything.  New York: Farrar, 1993.  Roz runs away to find answers about her mother’s 

death from the boy she thinks is connected to the accident that took her mother’s life.  A middle school read.

Creech, Sharon.  Chasing Redbird.  NY: Scholastic, 1997.  Zinny feels that she may have caused the death of her beloved aunt.  As she struggles to sort through her feelings, she finds a weed-covered path leading from her family’s farm to…the end is a mystery.  Intent on discovering where the trail leads, Zinny begins a journey that will help her accept both her aunt’s death, her family’s unique characteristics, and the unwanted advances of Jimmy.  A wonderful upper elementary/middle school read.

Creech, Sharon. The Wanderer.  (2000).  NY: Scholastic.  13-year-old Sophie is the only female crewmate on board the Wanderer.  Along with her three uncles and two male cousins, Sophie traverses the Atlantic, learning about her cousins, what it means to be part of a family, and how to deal with her own past, one filled with loss.  A Newberry Honor Book.

Deaver, Julie.  Say Goodnight, Gracie.  New York: Harper and Row, 1992.  Morgan and Jimmy have been friends 

forever.  But when Jimmy is killed in a car accident, Morgan finds that many of her feelings about him are unresolved and coming to terms with his death takes the support of her family and friends in ways she had not envisioned.  Middle/high school read.

Irwin, Hadley.  So Long at the Fair.  New York: McElderry, 1988.  When her best friend commits suicide, the main 

character questions her own security and material values.  Middle/high school read.

Lester, Julius.  When Dad Killed Mom. (2001). NY: Harcourt.  When Jenna and Jeremy’s father kills their mother on a public street in their hometown, the two are forced to take sides.  With Jenna firmly allied with her father, who she sees as misunderstood, and Jeremy taking his mother’s side, the two siblings find it difficult to help each other through their respective grief and anger.  But when Jeremy finds his mother’s diary, it is inevitable that the truth of their parents’ life together will be made public, and the reality of their life and marriage shock everyone involved.  A fabulous read for middle and high school students.

McDaniel, Lurlene.  Somewhere Between Life and Death.  New York: Bantam Books, 1990.  As in all of the

McDaniel books, either the main character, family members, or friends experience the shock and grief of a death.  Popular with middle school.

McDaniel, Lurlene.  Until Angels Close My Eyes.  New York: Bantam Books, 1998.  Leah, a cancer survivor, finds herself dealing with her beloved stepfather’s cancer even as she develops a romantic relationship with Ethan, a young Amish man whose own cancer-stricken sister befriended Leah when they were both in the hospital.  Another middle/high school text.

Paterson, Katherine.  Bridge to Terabithia.   New York: Avon Camelot Books, 1978.  A young boy and girl form a

close, special friendship, but when the girl dies trying to teach Terabithia, their secret hideaway, the boy is plunged into grief.  One of those special books that stays with the reader because of the vivid development of character.  Upper elementary/middle school.

Paulsen, Gary.  Tracker.  New York: Scholastic, 1990.  13-year-old John equates tracking and killing a deer with 

forestalling his grandfather’s cancer, but the encounter with the deer changes his perspective.  Upper elementary/middle school.

Rodowsky, Colby.  Remembering Mog. NY: Avon, 1996.  Two-years after her sister’s murder, Annie is still dealing with her feelings of guilt and loss.  On the verge of her high school graduation, Annie wonders if she can ever truly get on with her own life without giving up her memories of Mog.  Middle/high school.

Rylant, Cynthia.  Missing May.  New York: Bantam, 1992.  After her Aunt May dies, 12-year-old Summer and her 

uncle leave their home to search for answers for living their life without May.  Upper elementary.

Family Life and Problems

Bauer, Joan.  Backwater.  G.P Putnam’s Sons/Puffin, 1999.  Born into a family of lawyers, Ivy Breedlove longs to connect with someone in her family who won’t expect her to become one.  By accident, she learns of a mysterious aunt who no one in the family wants to discuss—mainly because she’s not a lawyer!  Ivy determines that she will find her aunt Jo, for herself, her father, and her family, and the ensuing adventure is one of delight and enlightenment.  Middle/high school.

Bauer, Joan.  Rules of the Road.  G.P Putnam’s Sons, 1998.  16-year-old Jenna gets a job driving the elderly owner of a chian of successful shoe stores from Chicago to Texas so that she can confront the son who is trying to force her to retire.  Along the way, Jenna hones her talents as a sales representative even as she finds the strength to confront her alcoholic father.  High school.

Beale, Fleur, I Am Not Esther. Hyperion, 2002. Kirby and her mother have always had each other and that’s it.  So when Ellen announces that she is going to Africa and that Kirby must spend the next three months or so with Ellen’s brother, Kirby is dumbfounded.  Strongly resistant, Kirby is left, literally, with her uncle Caleb, who announces to the teenager that she will join his family of eight (with a ninth on the way) and will go by the name Esther from this point on.  As Esther, Kirby is forced to follow the extremely narrow religious convictions of Uncle Caleb’s family and in doing so, slowly unravels the mystery of her cousin Miriam’s “death” even as she begins to lose her own focus on her identity.  An excellent read for middle/high school students.

Bridgers, Sue Ellen.  Permanent Connections.  New York:  Harper Keypoint, 1987.  Rob, 17, a “loser” with his New 

Jersey family, is send to North Carolina to learn responsibility while helping his eccentric but loving extended family.  Middle/high school.

Brooks, Bruce.  Midnight Hour Encore.  New York: Harper Trophy, 1986.  A talented 16-year-old cellist uses a trip to audition for a famous teacher to meet her mother.  But it is the trip to the audition with her father that proves to be the real learning experience.  High School.

Carter, Forrest.  The Education of Little Tree.  New York: University of New Mexico Press, 1986.  Little Tree, a 

Cherokee boy orphaned at the age of five, is brought up by Granpa and Granma; however, life is complicated when he is forced to attend government school and told to abandon Indian ways.  This book reads well, but is problematic because the writer of this text was actually found to be an anti-Semite/KKK clansman.

Casanova, Mary.  When Eagles Fall. NY: Hyperion Books for Children, 2002.  Alexis Castille-Reed, reacting badly to her parents’ separation, gets drunk and almost drowns.  At her wits end, her mother sends her to spend the summer with her biologist father who happens to be working in Minnesota studying bald eagles.  Unable to talk honestly to each other since the separation, Alex grudgingly spends time with her father.  Finally, determined to prove to him that she is capable, Alex decides to rescue an eaglet on her own, but when she and the young eagle are stranded on an island during a storm, Alex learns that her father is not the only one she needs to prove something to.  A female version of  Hatchet, although on a smaller scale.  A solid upper elementary/middle school read.

Cohn, Rachel.  Gingerbread.  NYL Simon & Schuster, 2002.  Cyd Charisse, a sixteen-year-old rebel without a clue, returns home to California after getting kicked out of boarding school for having sex with her boyfriend in a closet.  When her mom and stepfather can’t control her to their satisfaction, they send Cyd to New York to meet and stay with her biological father.  Although her relationship with him is neutral at best, she gains a brother and sister who give her a sense of place and identity, necessary ammunition when the former boyfriend shows up and confronts Cyd about the abortion she had.  A high school read.

Cooney, Caroline.  The Face on the Milk Carton.  New York: Bantam, 1990.  During a school lunch, Janie 

recognizes the face on the milk carton as her own.  The book follows her attempts to find out the truth about her kidnapping and the family from whom she was stolen.  Middle school.

Cooney, Caroline.  What Happened to Janie.  New York: Bantam, 1993.  The saga of Janie continues as she moves 

in with her real family and tries to adjust to a new life without the family and friends she grew up with.  Middle school.

Cooney, Caroline.  Voice on the Radio.  New York: Bantam, 1997.  In the third installment of the Janie story, Reese finds himself a college DJ with nothing interesting to share with his listening audience…until he gives them the story of Janie…without telling Janie.  Middle school/high school.

Dessen, Sarah.  Keeping the Moon.  NY: Puffin, 1999.  Colie, the daughter of fitness guru Kiki Sparks, wonders how much longer she’ll have to be an outcast.  First overweight, then misjudged by a girl at her school after she loses weight, Colie gets her lip pierced, dyes her hair, and generally decides to BE the delinquent so many consider her to be.  But the summer spent with her eccentric aunt and her job at the Last Chance Bar and Grill helps Colie come to terms with herself and those who once made her feel inferior.  Middle/high school.

Dessen, Sarah.  Dreamland.  NY: Puffin, 2000.  Caitlin’s family is thrown into trauma when older sister Cass runs away from home on Caitlin’s 16th birthday.  Unconsciously, Caitlin tries to make life for her parents better by doing the types of things Cass would have: become a cheerleader, take a photography class with her mom, date.  But Rogerson, Caitlin’s boyfriend, begins using Caitlin as a punching bag, and in her confusion and despair over Cass and her parents, Caitlin tells no one.  Excellent read for middle/high school.

Dessen, Sarah. Someone Like You.  NY: Puffin, 2000.  Halley and Scarlett are the best of friends, but their loyalty to each other is put to the test after Scarlett finds out that she is pregnant days after her boyfriend is killed in a motorcycle accident and as Halley begins dating Macon.  Facing pressure to have sex with the unpredictable Macon and worried that Scarlett’s mother will never be able to offer her daughter the support she needs, Halley questions her own relationship with her mother and her own sense of identity as she struggles to “be everything to everyone.”  Finally deciding that she has to be true to herself, Halley emerges in a new role that better fits the important relationships in her life.

Glenn, Mel.  Split Image.  NY: HarperTempest, 2000.  Laura Li is the most popular girl at Tower High School, but no one can quite pinpoint why.  Laura’s story, told through various voices in poetic forms, outlines Laura’s school life and her home life, a home life that fills Laura with despair.  Will Laura be able to break free of the almost claustrophic hold of her family on who she is and who she wants to be, or will Laura give in to her darker fears?  A solid high school read.

Grant, Cynthia. The White Horse. New York: Atheneum, 1998.  Raina spends most of her life on the street with her drugged out boyfriend; the only sane moments of her life come at school, where she elicits the positive attention of her teacher, Ms Johnson through the journal writing she hands in.  When Raina finds out she is pregnant and that she will get no support from either her family or her late boyfriend’s, she turns to Ms Johnson.  But can Ms Johnson save anyone as far gone as Raina?  Definitely a high school read.

Holt, Kimberly Willis. When Zachary Beaver Came to Town.  NY: Dell, 1999.  During Toby’s 13th summer, everything changes.  VietNam claims the brother of his best friend, his mom leaves him and his dad for a more exciting life in Nashville, and Zachary Beaver, the fattest boy in the world, gets dumped in the parking lot of the local bowling alley.  Upper elementary/Middle school.

Korman, Gordon. Son of the Mob. NY: Hyperion, 2002.  Vince Luca just wants to be a normal teenager; no easy feet when your dad is a mob boss and your mother thinks she’s June Cleaver.  Then Vince finds himself in a steamy clutch with Kendra Bightly and decides to just ignore his family situation and enjoy the romance.  But when Kendra reveals that her father is an FBI agent, Vince puts two and two together and realizes that Kendra’s dad is the agent sent to put his dad away.  Middle/lower high school read.

Laird, Elizabeth.  Kiss the Dust.  New York: Dutton, 1992.  Tara, 12, goes with her family as they leave their home 

in Iraq and become refugees in Iran; Tara must care for the family when her mother becomes very ill.  Upper elementary/middle school.

Martin, Ann. M.  A Corner of the Universe.  NY: Scholastic, 2002.  When 12-year-old Hattie’s Uncle Adam returns home after spending most of his adult life in a “school”—an institution for the mental disabled, Hattie learns things about her family that both surprise and disappoint her.  She also learns a great deal about her own ability to emphathize with others as she works to help Adam adjust to life on the outside.  A wonderful read for middle school aged students.

McVeity, Jen. On Different Shores. New York: Orchard Books, 1998.  Tess, the daughter of a prominent British politician, is, in secret, an ecological guerrilla.  For a long time, Tess has been able to keep her secret life in check with her public life.  But even she can’t imagine what will happen when her father finds out the truth.  Middle/high school.

O’Keefe, Susan Heyboer.  My Life and Death by Alexandra Canarsie.  Freestone, 2002.  Allie and her mom have moved from town to town for as long as Allie can remember.  But on this particular move, Allie decides to begin attending funerals.  While she can’t articulate why she needs to attend the funerals of strangers, she knows she has to go, and on one such occasion, finds herself mourning the passing of Jimmy Muller, a boy who would have been her classmate at school if he hadn’t drowned.  Obsessed with the idea that Jimmy has been killed, Allie decides to find his murderer.  Is this just another of Allie’s strange hobbies, or is there something behind Jimmy’s death.  High school read.

Plummer, Louise. A Dance for Three.  NY: Laurel-Leaf, 2000.  Told in three voices, this is the story of Hannah, who gets pregnant and is then summarily rejected by her boyfriend, Milo, who is much too rich and good-looking to deal with a 15-year-old pregnant girlfriend.  When Milo’s rejection turns physical, Hannah loses control and ends up in the psych ward of the local hospital.  Hannah’s self-discovery during this time helps her to understand why she turned to Milo in the first place, why her mother has been unable to help her in her time of need, and how she will deal with her  child after he is born.  A solid read for middle and high school students.

Salisbury, Graham.  Lord of the Deep. (2001). NY: Delacorte.  Mikey Donovan wants to be just like his stepfather, Bill Monks.  The captain of his own ship and a devoted father to Mikey and Mike’s brother Billy-Jay, Bill represents everything Mikey’s biological dad never was.  Mike is thrilled to be Bill’s deckhand, and proudly works alongside Bill as they take out customer-fisherman to fish for marlin in Hawaii’s blue waters.  But Mikey’s feelings about Bill are tested when, in desperation after a fishing trip has delivered no trophy fish for the unappreciative customers, Bill allows the fishermen to take credit for the landing of a record-size mahimahi when Mikey was really the one to strike the fish.  An excellent read for middle/high school students, especially those interested in deep-sea fishing.

Sones, Sonya.  Stop Pretending: What happened when my big sister went crazy.  NY: HarperTempest, 1999.  In poem form, Cookie tells the story of her sister’s mental breakdown and its impact on her family.  A pheonomenal read with great humor and great pathos.  Middle/high school.  

Williams, Lori Aurelia.  Shayla’s Double Brown Baby Blues.  NY: Simon & Schuster, 2001.  Shayla’s 13th birthday is marred by the birth of her little sister, who seems to be set to take over Shayla’s shaky place in her father’s heart.  On top of this, Shayla, known as a “fixer” to all, tries to help her friend, Kambia, come to terms with the physical and sexual abuse dealt her at the hand’s of her mother’s various boyfriends.  A powerful book about a young woman coming to terms with finding her identity and understanding how she can help others about whom she cares.  Middle and high school readers.  

Woodson, Jacqueline.  Hush.  NY: Putnam, 2001.  The life of the Green family is disrupted when Toswiah’s father, one of the few African-American police officers in Denver, witnesses who white policemen kill a young African-American teen without provocation.  Their arrest forces the Green’s to leave Denver for a large mid-western town where they assume new names and new lives.  But can their family hold up under the strain…This is a wonderful book for teacher’s looking to deal with issues surrounding ethics and racism.  Middle/high school.

Physical and Emotional Journeys

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Speak.  NY: Puffin Books, 2001.  Told through the grading periods of the school year, this is the story of a young woman traumatized by an event that took place at a party between her 8th and 9th grade years of school.  Outcast because she called the police to come and break up the party, Melinda finds it’s easier not to explain herself to anyone than to deal with the pain of the truth of the summer incident.  An excellent middle/high school read, although very blunt in some ways for middle school.  

Bennett, Cherie.  Did Your Hear About Amber?  NY: Puffin Books, 1993.  Amber Harkin is one of those girls who commands attention because of her beauty and athleticism.  As head of the popular dance group, Sizzle, she seems to have everything going for her.  Then she begins experiencing strange pains in her joints.  How will this impact her plans for the future?  Good middle school read.

Bennett, Cherie.  Life in the Fat Lane  NY: Delacorte Press, 1998.  Lara Ardeche is one of those nice popular girls who seems a shoe-in for a future Miss America.  But after taking medication for allergies, she finds herself gaining weight at an alarming rate, even though she is eating less and exercising more than ever.  Great middle/high school book.

Coman, Carolyn.  Bee and Jackie.  Front Street, 1998.  In this very short, tension filled novel, Bee floats through a sea of memories about her past incestuous relationship with her older brother Jackie.  High school only.

Cormier, Robert.  We All Fall Down.  New York: Bantam Doubleday, 1991.  Buddy, one of the thrashers of a home, 

sees the incident as a lark until his friends throw Karen, a teen-aged girl, down the stairs, causing her to go into a coma.  Buddy then falls in love with Karen’s sister and agonizes over how to come clean about his role in Karen’s accident.  Great high school read.

Cormier, Robert.  The Rag and Bone Shop.  (2001). NY: Delacorte.  In Cormier’s last novel, 12-year-old Jason is accused of the murder of his 7-year-old neighbor girl.  Detective Trent, a master at getting confessions from the most unwilling and vicious of murderers, is called in to work his magic on Jason.  The conclusion of this book will shock and horrify all readers.  A short masterpiece from one of  our greatest.  High school read.

Creech, Sharon. The Wanderer.  (2000).  NY: Scholastic.  13-year-old Sophie is the only female crewmate on board the Wanderer.  Along with her three uncles and two male cousins, Sophie traverses the Atlantic, learning about her cousins, what it means to be part of a family, and how to deal with her own past, one filled with loss.  A Newberry Honor Book.  Middle school read.

Crutcher, Chris.  Chinese Handcuffs.  New York: Greenwillow, 1989.  Jennifer and Dillon, intense athletes, help each 

other fight the pain of their personal lives as they search to discover their own identities.  But this is not an easy quest, especially after Dillon finds out that Jennifer is being sexually molested by her own father.  A fabulous high school read.

Dessen, Sarah.  Keeping the Moon.  NY: Puffin, 1999.  Colie, the daughter of fitness guru Kiki Sparks, wonders how much longer she’ll have to be an outcast.  First overweight, then misjudged by a girl at her school after she loses weight, Colie gets her lip pierced, dyes her hair, and generally decides to BE the delinquent so many consider her to be.  But the summer spent with her eccentric aunt and her job at the Last Chance Bar and Grill helps Colie come to terms with herself and those who once made her feel inferior.  Middle/high school.

Dessen, Sarah.  Dreamland.  NY: Puffin, 2000.  Caitlin’s family is thrown into trauma when older sister Cass runs away from home on Caitlin’s 16th birthday.  Unconsciously, Caitlin tries to make life for her parents better by doing the types of things Cass would have: become a cheerleader, take a photography class with her mom, date.  But Rogerson, Caitlin’s boyfriend, begins using Caitlin as a punching bag, and in her confusion and despair over Cass and her parents, Caitlin tells no one.  Excellent read for middle/high school.

Dessen, Sarah. Someone Like You.  NY: Puffin, 2000.  Halley and Scarlett are the best of friends, but their loyalty to each other is put to the test after Scarlett finds out that she is pregnant days after her boyfriend is killed in a motorcycle accident and as Halley begins dating Macon.  Facing pressure to have sex with the unpredictable Macon and worried that Scarlett’s mother will never be able to offer her daughter the support she needs, Halley questions her own relationship with her mother and her own sense of identity as she struggles to “be everything to everyone.”  Finally deciding that she has to be true to herself, Halley emerges in a new role that better fits the important relationships in her life.

Dickinson, Peter.  Eva.  New York: Bantam Doubleday, 1988.  After a 13-year-old girl’s body is destroyed in a car 

accident, her brain is transferred to the body of a chimpanzee.  The novel provides a thought-provoking look at animal treatment, experimentation, zoos, and other topics as the girl must deal with a mind that thinks in human terms and a body that reacts with the instincts of an animal.  Primarily a high school read.

Ferris, Jean.  Of Sound Mind.  NY: Ferrar, Straus, Giroux, 2001.  Theo is the only “hearie” in his family.  His mother and brother were both born deaf; his father lost his hearing after an illness when he was eight.  Theo typically finds himself in the uncomfortable situation of being translator to the world for his family and has unconsciously accepted it until he meets Ivy, and begins to consider what life could be like for him as a person, not as the person whose sole use to his family is a protective one.  A wonderful read for high school students.

Fleischman, Paul.  Whirligig.  Henry Holt and Company, 1998.  As he travels each corner of the country building a whirligig in memory of the girl who death he caused, sixteen-year-old Brent enriches the lives of four diverse people while finding for himself forgiveness and atonement.  Great middle and high school read.

Fleischman, Paul.  Mind’s Eye.  Henry Holt and Company, 1999.  Courtney, recently paralyzed in a riding accident, finds herself stuck in a convalescent home where her only company is the elderly Elva.  But when Elva asks Courtney to take a “trip” with her to Italy using a 1910 edition of Baedeker’s Italy, Courtney is transported to another time where she can once again walk and dance.   High school.

Flinn, Alex.  Breathing Underwater. NY: HarperTempest, 2002.  Nick Andreas seems to have everything: money, looks, the adoration of a beautiful girlfriend.  But Nick’s father hits him, regularly, and Nick begins to take his frustrations out on Caitlin, his girlfriend.  At first, Cat takes his abuse, but when he hits her repeatedly after unfairly accusing her of double-crossing him, Cat goes to the police and obtains a restraining order against him.  As part of his punishment for hitting Cat, Nick also has to attend a class for men who abuse their girlfriends/wives.  At first resistance, Nick begins to see his own actions more clearly and begins the road to creating the type of man he wants to be.  An excellent high school read.

Gallo, Don, ed. On the Fringe.  (2001).  NY: PenguinPutnam.  Fabulous collection of short stories about kids on the “fringe”, kids who don’t make the popular groups, kids ostracized because of poverty, sexual identity, etc.  Of special import are the short stories by Ron Koertge (popular girl who finds that she isn’t so different than those kids on the edges), Jack Gantos (student who talks about being on Prozac), and Chris Crutcher (the original storyline from Whale Talk about a student who brings a gun to school and kills three classmates before being brought done by the narrator of the story and his brother TJ and then how everyone deals with the murders).  A strong collection for high school.

Hesse, Karen.  The Music of Dolphins.  Scholastic, 1996.  When teen-aged girl is rescued from an unpopulated island off the coast of Florida, she is found to be a feral or “wild child.”  Raised by dolphins, Mila has little memory of her life in Cuba with her parents or of the airplane accident that killed her mother and sister and left Mila stranded in the ocean.  When Dr. Beck is given the charge to turn Mila back into Olivia, Mila is forced to learn English and begin interacting with other teens.  But can she really forget her life with the dolphins?  Middle school.

Hesser, Terry.  Kissing Doorknobs. Delacorte, 1998.  Tara is a victim of obsessive-compulsive disorder.  Middle/high school.

Hinojosa, Maria.  Crews: Gang Members Talk to Marie Hinojosa.  San Diego: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1995.

Gang members describe why they became involved in gangs and what type of lives they lead as gang members.  Middle/high school read.

Ingold, Jeanette.  The Window.  San Diego: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1996.  After her mother is killed and she is blinded in a car accident, 16-year-old Mandy finds herself taken in by relatives she has never met.  Although her aunts and uncles are kind, Mandy senses that all is not right, and it is through her bedroom window that Mandy sees—in her mind? In reality?—the history of these aunts and the woman Mandy realizes will one day be her grandmother.  Middle/ high school.

Irwin, Hadley.  Abby, My Love.  New York: Antheneum, 1985.  Abby shares the secret of her father’s sexual abuse 

with her friend, Chip, leaving him to decide how to best help the girl he cares about as a girlfriend.  Middle/high school read.

Jones, Ron.  The Acorn People.  New York: Bantam Books, 1976.  Teen camp counselors work with a group of 

physically challenged youngsters and defy camp rules in order to hike, with wheelchairs and crutches, to the top of Lookout Mountain.  Middle school.

Koller, Jackie.  The Falcon.  Atheneum, 1998.  Having to keep a journal for his English class, 17-year-old Luke is brought to the realization that he may be ADD and that may be causing him to put himself into questionable situations.  High school.

Lawrence, Iain.   Ghost Boy.  Random House, 2000.  Harold is an albino, and his unusual features make him an easy target for the bullies in his hometown.  However, when the circus comes to town and Harold learns of the Cannibal King, another albino, Harold decides that he must meet him.  Befriended by two of the “freaks” from the circus, Princess Minikin and the Fossil Man, Harold is allowed to enter into circus life.  Eventually, he finds that he was a way with the elephants, and when Harold finds that he can teach the elephants to play baseball, he thinks that he has found acceptance.  But the circus life and the people who form it have their own fears and dreams, and Harold finds that even his new life cannot be without consequences.  A solid read for high school students.

Lynch, Chris.  Whitechurch.  HarperCollins, 1999.  In a series of short stories and prose poems, we see the relationships between Pauly the incorrigible troublemaker, the enigmatic Lilly, and the usually stable narrator Oakley as they deal with each other and with their own inner problems.  High school.

Mayfield, Sue.  Drowning Anna.  Hyperion, 2002.  Anna Goldsmith is smart, pretty, and athletic.  But when she moves from London to a new school in a small Yorkshire town, she falls prey to popular Hayley Parkin, a girl who can “make or break” others reputations, and, thus, their lives.  Anna attempts suicide early in the book, and it is through her diary that her mother begins to see how her beloved daughter’s life self-destructed, so subtly that no one noticed.  An excellent read for high school girls.  

Marsden, John.  Letters from the Inside.  New York: Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1991.  Two girls in Australia begin a 

pen-pal exchange about school and home; as their trust in each other grows, each confides aspects of their secret lives, both connected to violence.  High school.

Mazer, Norma Fox.  Out of Control.  New York: Morrow Junior Books, 1993.  Three males attack a 16-year-old girl 

school.  The strength of the story comes from hearing how the girl and one of her attackers who has an attack of conscience feel about the situation and what happened because of it.  Middle/high school.

Neufeld, John.  Boys Lie.  New York: DK, Ink, 1999.  Assaulted in a pool in New York, Gina must contend with not only her loss of self both physically and emotionally, but, when her family moves to California to start over, deal with a new set of classmates who make assumptions about her because of her body—“she’s stacked”—and the rumors swirling about the reasons she left New York.  High school.

Nolan, Han.  Dancing on the Edge.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1997.  When Miracle’s father, Dane, “melts”, she loses her sense of family and then reality as she questions her own existence.  Middle/high school.

Nolan, Han.  A Face in Every Window.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1999.  JP O’Brien’s life begins unraveling with the death of his grandmother, quickly followed by his mother’s winning of a farmhouse.  Mam’s good fortune is extended to all manner of societal outcasts, and JP finds himself and his father being pushed from his mother’s life.  JP’s ability to accept and live within the situation provides the impetus for his eventual understanding of life and his place in it.  High school.

Pfeffer, Susan Beth.  About David.  New York: Delacorte Press, 1980.  Seventeen-year-old Lynn tries to reconcile 

how his friend could kill himself and his adoptive parents.   Middle/high school.

Pfeffer, Susan Beth.  The Year Without Michael.  New York: Bantam, 1987.  After Michael disappears one Labor 

Day weekend, his family begins a year of emotional suffering wondering what has happened to their son and brother.  

Middle school.

Philbrick, Rodman.  Freak the Mighty.  New York: Scholastic, 1993.  A “giant” and a “midget” pair up in a middle 

school to show others that they can survive together.  A great adventure leads to grief, but the learning is well worth the effort for both characters.  A fabulous book, much better than the movie, and one that will certain provide a great deal of discussion in class.  A wonderful middle school read.

Plummer, Louise. A Dance for Three.  NY: Laurel-Leaf, 2000.  Told in three voices, this is the story of Hannah, who gets pregnant and is then summarily rejected by her boyfriend, Milo, who is much too rich and good-looking to deal with a 15-year-old pregnant girlfriend.  When Milo’s rejection turns physical, Hannah loses control and ends up in the psych ward of the local hospital.  Hannah’s self-discovery during this time helps her to understand why she turned to Milo in the first place, why her mother has been unable to help her in her time of need, and how she will deal with her  child after he is born.  A solid read for middle and high school students.

Sones, Sonya.  Stop Pretending: What happened when my big sister went crazy.  NY: HarperTempest, 1999.  In poem form, Cookie tells the story of her sister’s mental breakdown and its impact on her family.  A pheonomenal read with great humor and great pathos.  Middle/high school.  

Voigt, Cynthia.  Izzy, Willy-Nilly.  New York: Simon and Schuster, 1986.  Sixteen-year-old Izzy loses a leg after her 

drunken date smashes his car into a tree.  In the ensuing weeks, Izzy learns who her real friends are, and also comes to a greater understanding of what kind of woman she will be.  Middle/high school.

Voigt, Cynthia.  When She Hollers.  New York: Scholastic, 1994.  Tish carries a knife in her shoe to defend herself 

against her father’s sexual abuse.  High school.

Willey, Margaret.  Saving Lenny.  New York: Bantam, 1990.  Jesse and Lenny seem to have the perfect romance, 

and shortly after high school graduation, begin living together.  However, Lenny begins acting strangely, and Jesse finally finds out from Lenny’s mom that he suffers from clinical depression.  Alternating chapters are told from the point of view of Jesse and her friend Kay.  Middle/high school.

Romance

Blume, Judy.  Forever…  New York: Pocket Books, 1975.  Blume provides a picture of romantic and sexual first love that many teachers and parents disapprove of.  However, it’s the book that most high school students love to talk about, love to pass around the room with specific passages marked.  High school.

Davis, Jenny.  Sex Education.  New York: Bantam, 1988.  For a class project, a boy and a girl are asked to create a sex education project based on “caring” for someone.  They help to care for a young pregnant woman in their neighborhood, but the simple project turns painful when they find that their new friend is the victim of an abusive husband.  Middle school.

Kindl, Patrice.  Owen in Love.  New York: Houghton, 1993.  A 14-year-old finds that life is complicated by a crush 

on her science teacher and the presence of a strange boy in the woods.  Middle school.

Martin, Ann.  Just a Summer Romance.  New York: Holiday House, 1987.  A 14-year-old has a summer romantic fling.  Later, when she finds out that he is actually a teen idol, she tries to renew the romance, and finds out that summer dreams do not always translate into “real-world” actuality.  Middle school.

Mazer, Norma Fox.  Up in Seth’s Room.  New York: Dell Publishing Co., 1979.  A teen tries to convince her boyfriend that sex should wait until they are both ready.  High school.

Plummer, Louise.  The Unlikely Romance of Kate Bjorkman.  (1995). NY: Laurel-Leaf.  Kate writes a romance novel the way she thinks “real” teen-age girls should want it to be written.  Smart, humorous, and yes, romantic, this book is a winner for teachers who would like to pry their students away from those silly bodice busters.  Middle/high school.

Rennison, Louise.  Angus, thongs, and Full-Frontal Snogging.  London, HarperTempest, 1999.  The adolescent version of Bridget Jones Diary.  Middle/High School.

Rennison, Louise.  On the Bright Side,I’m Now the Girlfriend of a Sex God .  London, HarperTempest, 2000.  Georgia’s life picks up as she works hard to become Robbie’s girlfriend and then keep him, all the while dealing with the impossible life choices of “Mati and Vati,” Libby’s bad hygiene habits, Angus’s typical tantrums, and the daily life of school.  Another humorous installment.  Middle/High School.

Rennison, Louise.  Knocked Out by my Nunga-Nungas.  London, HarperTempest, 2001.  Nunga-nungas, otherwise known as “breasts!” become Geogia’s main concern as she finds herself balancing Robbie—the most wonderful “snogging” partner in the world, and Dave the Laugh, a former boyfriend whose reentrance into Georgia’s life throws her into a quandary.  Which guy to choose?  Or can she have both.  The third book in the Georgia Nicolson series..  Middle/High School.

Rylant, Cynthia.  A Couple of Kooks and Other Stories about Love.  New York: Orchard Books, 1990.  Eight short 

stories about the power of love.  Middle/High school.

Sones, Sonya. What My Mother Doesn’t Know. NY: Simon and Schuster, 2002.  Written in poetic form, this is a delightful story in poems of Sophie’s first, second, and third loves, all from Sophie’s point of view.  A charming read for girls in middle and high school. 

Weaver, Beth Nixon.  Rooster.  NY: Winslow Press, 2001.  Kady, the daughter of poor orange growers, thinks she’s in love with Jon, the boy who loves her violet eyes, takes her on romantic boat rides, and buys her beautiful things.  But her romance is complicated by several factors: Jon lies fairly frequently and is way too fond of sharing his homemade chocolate brownies (the year is 1969 for those of you who need a hint); her mentally handicapped neighbor, Rooster, considers her to be a mother substitute; and Rooster’s brother, Tony, forces Kady to work on her social consciousness as he shares with her his family’s life in Cuba and their escape in the mid 60’s.  Add to this that Kady’s mother refuses to understand her at all and Grampsie, who is slowly losing her mind, is fixated on Walter Cronkite, who speaks to her from the television.  A delightful coming of age story for middle and high school age students.

Sexual identity

Bauer, Marion Dane, ed.  Am I Blue? Coming Out from Silence.  New York: HarperCollins, 1994.  This book contains short stories in which the characters must face the issue of homosexuality with family members, friends, or themselves. Although some selections could work with middle school, especially the title story, the majority of this book is really aimed at high school students.

Chambers, Aiden.  Dance on My Grave.  New York: HarperCollins, 1982.  A young gay male must cope with the death of his love but is arrested for fulfilling his friend’s desire for him to dance on his grave.  This book has been acclaimed for its depiction of deep emotional feelings by males.  High school.

Ferris, Jean.  Eight Seconds.  NY: Puffin, 2000.  John can’t wait to get to rodeo camp; to be away from his clutchy girlfriend, his four know-it-all sisters, his over-protective mother.  And camp is all he expects and more, especially in his new friendship with Kit, the best bull-rider of the group.  But when his sister, Caro, confides to him that Kit is gay and active in a political organization on campus, John doesn’t know how to feel.  Suddenly uncomfortable with Kit, he’s not sure if it’s because he’s a little bit homophobic or because he’s actually attracted to Kit “that way.”  A solid high school read.

Garden, Nancy.  Annie on My Mind.  Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1982.  Liza discovers that her feelings for Annie go 

beyond friendship.  Garden sensitively describes the romantic emotions of two young girls and the resulting chaos when Liza’s private school realizes their relationship.  High school.

Garden, Nancy.  Lark in the Morning.  Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1984.  Another story of growing up and dealing with life’s problems even as the protagonist of the story works through her romantic feelings for another young woman. High school.

Greene, Bette.  The Drowning of Stephen Jones.  New York: Bantam Books, 1991.  A female teen stands by and does not intervene when a group of young men harass and eventually kill a homosexual male; the trial that follows forces her to consider her own sense of identity as well as others.  Based on a true story. High school.

Kerr, M.E.  Deliver Us from Evie.  New York: HarperCollins, 1994.  Parr must cope with farm life, his own hormones, and his sister’s lesbian relationship with the daughter of the town’s most powerful family.  An undercurrent throughout the book is religious intolerance. High school.

Reynolds, Marilyn. Love Rules. Buena Park, CA: Morning Glory Press, 2001.  Kit and Lynn have been spirit sisters for years, which means they have no secrets from each other.  When Kit tells Lynn that she’s a lesbian, Lynn accepts Kit after a bit of self-doubt, and the two work together to make sure that Kit feels comfortable with her decision to not only share this information with Lynn, but also with other high school students making the same realization.  A powerful story of how two girls can make a difference in their school with the support of positive, proactive teachers.  A very worthwhile read for high school students.

Woodson, Jacqueline.  From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun.  New York: Blue Sky Press, 1995.  This powerful story 

describes an African American teenager named Mel and how to he comes to terms with his mother’s declaration of love for a white woman. High school.

Social Issues

Cooney, Caroline.  Burning Up.  Delacorte Press, 1999.  As 15-year-old Macey researches the history of a burned-out barn across the street from her grandparents’ home, she discovers that it was the home of the first black teacher in her wealthy Connecticut town and opens her eyes to racism, possibly through the actions of her own family.  Middle school.

Davis, Jenny.  Sex Education.  New York: Bantam, 1988.  For a class project, a boy and a girl are asked to create a sex education project based on “caring” for someone.  They help to care for a young pregnant woman in their neighborhood, but the simple project turns painful when they find that their new friend is the victim of an abusive husband. Middle school.

Flinn, Alex.  Breathing Underwater. NY: HarperTempest, 2002.  Nick Andreas seems to have everything: money, looks, the adoration of a beautiful girlfriend.  But Nick’s father hits him, regularly, and Nick begins to take his frustrations out on Caitlin, his girlfriend.  At first, Cat takes his abuse, but when he hits her repeatedly after unfairly accusing her of double-crossing him, Cat goes to the police and obtains a restraining order against him.  As part of his punishment for hitting Cat, Nick also has to attend a class for men who abuse their girlfriends/wives.  At first resistance, Nick begins to see his own actions more clearly and begins the road to creating the type of man he wants to be.  An excellent high school read.

Garden, Nancy.  Annie on My Mind.  Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1982.  Liza discovers that her feelings for Annie go 

beyond friendship.  Garden sensitively describes the romantic emotions of two young girls and the resulting chaos when Liza’s private school realizes their relationship. High school.

Garden, Nancy.  Lark in the Morning.  Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1984.  Another story of growing up and dealing with life’s problems even as the protagonist of the story works through her romantic feelings for another young woman. High school.

Greene, Bette.  The Drowning of Stephen Jones.  New York: Bantam Books, 1991.  A female teen stands by and does not intervene when a group of young men harass and eventually kill a homosexual male; the trial that follows forces her to consider her own sense of identity as well as others.  Based on a true story. High school.

Hinton, S. E.  The Outsiders. New York: Dell, 1967.  Ponyboy tries to survive in a world of brothers and gangs and 

must cope with the death of his best friend.  The great classic of a boy’s world written by, at the time, a teen-aged girl.  A must read.

Kerr, M.E.  Deliver Us from Evie.  New York: HarperCollins, 1994.  Parr must cope with farm life, his own hormones, and his sister’s lesbian relationship with the daughter of the town’s most powerful family.  An undercurrent throughout the book is religious intolerance.  High school.

Nolan, Han.  If I Should Die Before I Wake.  New York: Harcourt Brace, 1994. Hilary Burke is a member of a neo-Nazi gang; but when she is injured after her biker boyfriend crashes his motorcycle one rainy night, Hilary is transported into the mind of Chana, a Jewish girl forced into the Lodz ghetto in Poland.  Hilary, at first unwillingly, follows Chana’s memories as Chana’s family is moved from Lodz to Auschwitz. High school.

Reynolds, Marilyn. Love Rules. Buena Park, CA: Morning Glory Press, 2001.  Kit and Lynn have been spirit sisters for years, which means they have no secrets from each other.  When Kit tells Lynn that she’s a lesbian, Lynn accepts Kit after a bit of self-doubt, and the two work together to make sure that Kit feels comfortable with her decision to not only share this information with Lynn, but also with other high school students making the same realization.  When a group of homophobic football players decide to play rough with Kit, all of the students involved must comes to terms with the prejudice and mistrust that surrounds them.  A powerful story of how two girls can make a difference in their school with the support of positive, proactive teachers.  A very worthwhile read for high school students.

Taylor, Theodore. Lord of the Kill. NY: The Blue Sky Press, 2002. 16-year old Ben is left in charge of Los Coyotes Preserve, the wild game preserve created by his father to protect exotic animals confiscated from zoos or crime syndicates involved in illegal poaching of big game animals or in the manufacture of “tiger medicines.”  Ben must choose at times, between his own life and future and the ethical choices made by his father on behalf of the big cats he has sworn to protect.  Great high school read. 

Wolff, Virginia Euwer.  Make Lemonade.  New York: Scholastic, 1993.  A 13-year-old learns about life when she 


babysits for an unwed 17-year-old mother with two children.  Middle and high school.

Woodson, Jacqueline.  From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun.  New York: Blue Sky Press, 1995.  This powerful story 

describes an African American teenager named Mel and how to he comes to terms with his mother’s declaration of love for a white woman. High school.

Yolen, Jane & Bruce Coville.  Armageddon Summer.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1998.  As the Millenium draws near, Marina’s mother and Jed’s father decide that they must bring their respective families to Reverand Beelson’s sanctuary where the “lucky 200” will watch the end of the world and then be ready to follow God’s instructions on starting anew.  But as Marina and Jed find each other, two non-believers surrounded by zealots, they come to realize that Beelson’s peaceful paradise is not all that it seems.  Middle and high school.

Ethnic Diversity
Meyer, Carolyn.  Rio Grande Stories.  NY: Gulliver Books.  The 7th grade class at Rio Grande Magnet Middle School undertake a project focused on discovering their own unique cultural pasts through the stories told to them by elderly friends and relatives.  African American, Native American, Hispanic, and Anglo students come together to create an amazing project that touches the lives of those in their community.  Middle/high school.

African American

Butler, Octavia.  Parable of the Sower.  New York: Four Walls, Eight Windows, Inc.  Science fiction offering often 

taught in conjunction with The Giver. Middle/high school.

Carey Lorene.  Black Ice.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1991.  An African American teen girl describes her experiences in a private school with only a few students of color. Middle/high school.

Curtis, Christopher Paul.  The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963.  NY: Yearling, 1995.  The Watson family live in Flint, Michigan, and as a family they have all the special quirks that only relatives can appreciate. But when older brother Byron, who seems to be on the road to delinquency, goes beyond what even his parents can tolerate with good humor, the family is bound for Birmingham, where Grandma Sands lives, and where Byron will spent the summer.  But no one could have ever expected how their lives would be impacted by the journey to Alabama and the events of a Sunday morning.  Wonderful middle school read.

Curtis, Christopher Paul.  Bud, Not Buddy.  NY: Yearling, 1999.  This Newbury Award Winner introduces us to Bud, an orphan searching for the father he has never known.  With only one obscure clue to follow, he begins his search for Herman Calloway and the Dusky Devastators (his band), sure that his father must be Herman Calloway.  And while Bud’s search does not end as he expects, he does find the answers that he is looking for in order to make sense of his life.  A wonderful Depression era read for middle school students.

Houston, Gloria.  Bright Freedom’s Song.  New York: Harcourt Brace, 1998.  Fourteen-year-old Bright Cameron, the daughter of Irish immigrants, becomes a willing conductor in the underground railroad because of her understanding of her father’s own past as an indentured servant and her friendship with former slave, Marcus. Middle/high school.

Johnson, Angela.  Toning the Sweep.  New York: Scholastic, 1993.  Three generations of African American women hold onto a truth about life, about death, and about themselves.  Could be used in conjunction with the film “An American Quilt.” Middle/high school.

Johnson, Angela. Heaven. Simon and Schuster, 1998.  Marley thinks that life in Heaven, Ohio is the best…until the day the letter comes asking for information about her “real” mother and father.  Middle school/upper elementary.

Johnson, Angela. Songs of Faith. Simon and Schuster, 1998.  Doreen’s family is in chaos since her parents’ divorce.  How can she ever accept her mother’s love when she blames her for the break-up. Middle school/upper elementary.

Meyer, Carolyn.  Jubilee Journey.  Gulliver Books/Harcourt Brace, 1997.  Emily Rose Chartier never felt that growing up biracial was a problem until she went to Texas to visit her great grandmother, Rose Lee Jefferson.  As she begins to understand how her family fits into the Juneteenth celebration, she also starts to understand how important it is for her to be aware of the African-American part of her self and how it helps to define her.  Middle/high school.

Meyer, Carolyn.  White Lilacs.  Gulliver Books/Harcourt Brace, 1993.  Rose Lee Jefferson searches for a sense of love and family as she weathers racism in 1930’s Texas. Middle/high school.

Myers, Walter Dean.  Now is Your Time! The African-American Struggle for Freedom.  Scranton, PA: 

HarperCollins, 1991.  From pre-Civil War to the modern Civil Rights movement, this book describes African American struggles.  (Recipient of four awards). Middle/high school.

Myers, Walter Dean.  Somewhere in the Darkness.  New York: Scholastic, 1992.  In the midst of Harlem life, Jimmy 

finds adventure when his prison-escapee father takes him on a trip across the country to visit his own boyhood town. (Recipient of seven awards). Middle/high school.

Sebestyen, Ouida.  Words by Heart.  New York: Bantam, 1968.  Lena, an African American girl, learns about honesty, vengeance, and forgiveness in this powerful story about her relationships with white people. Middle/high school.

Taylor, Mildred.  Let the Circle Be Unbroken.  NY: Puffin Books, 1981.  In this sequel, Cassie’s neighbor and friend, T. J. undergoes a life and death court trial.  Middle/upper elementary.

Taylor, Mildred.  The Road to Memphis.  NY: Puffin Books, 1990.  As the third book in the Roll of Thunder Series, this story chronicles Cassie’s continuing struggles, this time as a 17-year-old, as she, her brother, and their friends travel on dangerous roads.  Middle/upper elementary.

Taylor, Mildred.  Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.  NY: Puffin Books, 1976.  Cassie and her family attempt to survive  

the events of night riders and burnings swirling around them.  Through courage and pride, her family holds onto their main possession: the land they love.  Middle/upper elementary.

Voigt, Cynthia.  Come a Stranger.  NY: Simon and Schuster, 1986.  As the only African-American in a ballet camp,

Mina must come to terms with a lost career dream while becoming entangled in a romance with a married minister.  Middle/high school.

Williams, Lori Aurelia.  Shayla’s Double Brown Baby Blues.  NY: Simon & Schuster, 2001.  Shayla’s 13th birthday is marred by the birth of her little sister, who seems to be set to take over Shayla’s shaky place in her father’s heart.  On top of this, Shayla, known as a “fixer” to all, tries to help her friend, Kambia, come to terms with the physical and sexual abuse dealt her at the hand’s of her mother’s various boyfriends.  A powerful book about a young woman coming to terms with finding her identity and understanding how she can help others about whom she cares.  Middle and high school readers.  

Woodson, Jacqueline.  From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun.  NY: Blue Sky Press, 1995.  This powerful story 

describes an African-American teenage boy coming terms with his mother’s declaration of her love for a white woman. High school.

Woodson, Jacqueline.  I Hadn’t Meant to Tell You This.  NY: Doubleday Dell, 1994.  This book breaks the stereotypes when Marie’s African-American family encourages her not to befriend Lena, a poor white girl.  As Marie gets to know Lena, she finds out that Lena is the victim of sexual abuse at the hands of her father. Middle/high school.

Woodson, Jacqueline.  Lena.  NY: Doubleday Dell, 1999.  In this sequel to I Hadn’t Meant to Tell You This, Lena and her sister Dion hitchhike from Ohio to Kentucky, running away from their sexually abusive father and searching for their dead mother’s family. Middle/high school.

Woodson, Jacqueline.  Hush.  NY: Putnam, 2001.  The life of the Green family is disrupted when Toswiah’s father, one of the few African-American police officers in Denver, witnesses who white policemen kill a young African-American teen without provocation.  Their arrest forces the Green’s to leave Denver for a large mid-western town where they assume new names and new lives.  But can their family hold up under the strain…This is a wonderful book for teacher’s looking to deal with issues surrounding ethics and racism. Middle/high school.

Amish

McDaniel, Lurlene.  Until Angels Close My Eyes.  New York: Bantam Books, 1998.  Leah, a cancer survivor, finds herself dealing with her beloved stepfather’s cancer even as she develops a romantic relationship with Ethan, a young Amish man whose own cancer-stricken sister befriended Leah when they were both in the hospital. Middle/high school.

Amish-Jewish

Meyer, Carolyn.  Gideon’s People.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1996.  Twelve-year-old Isaac, a Jewish boy, is taken in by an Amish family during his recovery from an accident.  He is befriended by Gideon, the sixteen-year-old Amish son who is considering running away from the Amish lifestyle. Middle/high school.

Asian American

Chan, Jeffrey Paul, Frank Chan, Lawson Fusao Inada, and Shawn Wong.  The Big Aiiieeeee!: An Anthology of 

Chinese American and Japanese American Literature.  NY: Penguin, 1991.  This collection of short stories is named “aiiieeee” which is the shout, the scream, often the only sound coming from the Chinese or Japanese man or woman in American movies, television, or comic books. Middle/high school.

Fritz, Jean.  Homesick: My Own Story.  NY: Dell, 1982.  A girl born in China has heard about America as the homeland of her parents, and she is homesick for a country she hasn’t seen.  When she finally goes to America, she wonders if she will fit into her new world. Middle/high school.

Gilson, Jamie.  Hello, My Name is Scrambled Eggs.  NY: Luthrop Lee, Shepared Books, 1985.  A U.S. family hosts a Vietnamese family with some “scrambled” results. Middle/high school.

Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuku.  Farewell to Manzanar.  NY: Bantam, 1990.  A young girl describes how she and her Japanese family were interned in a U.S. war camp during WWII. Middle/high school.

Irwin, Hadley.  Kim/Kimi.  Ny: Viking/Penguin, 1988.  Feeling out of place as a  Japanese-American living in Minnesota, Kim, who lives with her mother’s white family, wants to return to San Francisco to meet her dead father’s Japanese family and learn more of the other half of her heritage. Middle/high school.

Lee, Marie.  Finding My Voice.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1992.  A Korean girl in Minnesota struggles to find an 

identity living between two cultures. Middle/high school.

Lee, P.H., ed.  Modern Korean Literature: An Anthology.  Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1990. Middle/high school.

Miklowitz, Gloria.  The War Between the Classes.  NY: Dell Laurel-Leaf, 1986.  A class project combined with a 

romance between a Japanese female and an Anglo male from a wealthy family creates discord. Middle/high school.

Mori, Kyoko.  Shizuko’s Daughter.  NY: Fawcett Juniper, 1993.  A young Japanese girl tries to cope with her mother’s suicide and her father’s remarriage. High school.

Mori, Kyoko.  One Bird.  NY: Henry Holt, 1995.  When her mother leaves her father because of his on-going 

infidelities, a 15-year-old Japanese girl must deal with traditional customs that force her to stay with a father who doesn’t understand her instead of going to live with the mother who adores her.  It is finally through her friendship with a female veterinarian that she understands the choices her mother had to make. Middle/high school.

Mukherjee, Bharati.  Jasmine.  NY: Fawcett Crest, 1989.  Jasmine, a teen-ager from India, faces a new life in Iowa. Middle/high school.

Pettit, Jayne.  My Name is San Ho.  NY: Scholastic, 1992.  A 12-year-old Vietnamese boy tries to adjust to his new 

life in the United States. Middle school.

Yep, Laurence, (ed).  American Dragons: Twenty-Five Asian-American Voices.  NY: HarperCollines, 1995.  A book of short stories, many of which are fables and myths. Middle/high school.

Yep, Laurence.  Child of the Owl.  NY: Harper and Row, 1990.  A 12-year-old who knows little of her Chinese heritage is sent to live with her grandmother in San Francisco’s Chinatown. Middle school.

Yep, Laurence.  The Star Fisher.  NY: William Morrow, 1991.  A 15-year-old girl and her Chinese-American family 

try to adjust to West Virginia in the 1920’s. Middle/high school.

Yep, Laurence.  Thief of Hearts.  NY: William Morrow, 1994.  In the sequel to Owl, two girls, one Asian-American and the other a new immigrant from China, try to forge a friendship even as they must prove to their classmates that they are not thieves. Middle/high school.

Eskimo

George, Jean Craighead.  Julie of the Wolves.  NY: Harper, 1972.  Julie must brave the elements and her own fears

 as she struggles to survive in the wilderness.  Upper elementary/middle school.

George, Jean Craighead.  Julie.  NY: Harper & Row, 1988.  The sequel rejoins Julie as she continues with her independent ways. Upper elementary/middle school.

Paulsen, Gary.  Dogsong.  NY: Bradbury Press, 1985.  Driving a dog team in Alaska may mean disaster for an Eskimo boy miles away from his village; however, he knows he must face his fears to truly under the traditions of his family’s culture. Upper elementary/middle school.

Roesch, E. P. Ashana.  NY: Ballantine, 1990.  An Eskimo girl describes her life. Upper elementary/middle school.

Latino/Latina

Cisneros, Sandra.  The House on Mango Street.  NY: Random House, 1984.  The semi-autobiographical story of a young girl growing up in the Hispanic quarter of Chicago, told in poetic vignettes.  Middle/high school.

Cisneros, Sandra.  Woman Hollering Creek and Other Stories.  NY: Random House, 1991.  A series of short stories by one of the best Latina writers today. Middle/high school.

Cofer, Judith Ortiz. An Island Like You. NY: Penguin, 1995. A series of short stories about Latina/os of Puerto Rican descent.  Excellent. High School.

Paulsen, Gary.  The Crossing.  NY: Dell Laurel-Leaf, 1990.  A Mexican teen attempts to cross the U.S. border and comes face to face with destiny. Middle/high school.

Paulsen, Gary.  Sisters/Hermanas.  San Diego: Harcourt Brace, 1984.  This book is written in Spanish in one direction and English in the other.  The chapters also move back and forth from an Anglo girl who wants to be a cheerleader to an illegal immigrant who is trying to escape prostitution. Middle/high school.

Pullman, Philip.  The Broken Bridge.  NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1992.  A Haitian teenage girl and a white U.S. family 

learn about cultural differences. Middle/high school.

Rebolledo, Tey Diane and Rivero, Eliana S.  Infinite Divisions: An Anthology of Chicano Literature.  Tucson: U of 

Arizona Press, 1993.  Stories by Mexican American authors. Middle/high school.

Santiago, Esmeralda.  When I was Puerto Rican.  NY: Vintage Books, 1993.  A teen describes her youth in Puerto 

Rico and her transition to New York City as an adolescent. Middle/high school.

Soto, Gary.  Jesse.  NY: Scholastic, 1994.  Two young Mexican Americans work in the fields and try to rise above 

the poverty that saps their strength and their identity. Middle/high school.

Tatum, C., (ed.) Mexican American Literature.  Orlanda: Harcourt, Brace & Jovanovich, 1990.  Collection of short 

stories. Middle/high school.

Native American

Allen, Paula Gunn (ed).  Spider Woman’s Granddaughters: Traditional Tales and Contemporary Writing by Native American Women.  Barton: Beacon Press, 1989.  Short stories by Native American women are provided. Middle/high school.

Burks, Brian.  Runs with Horses.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1995.  In 1886 at age 16, Runs with Horses is one of the last 

Apaches continuing to resist capture by the U.S. Army. Middle/high school.

Creech, Sharon.  Walk Two Moons.  NY: HarperCollins, 1994.  This book features a story within a story as a young 

Native American girl, with her grandparents’ help, comes to terms with her mother’s death.  Upper elementary/middle school.

Hightower, Jamake.  Anpao: An American Indian Odyssey.  TrophyNewbery, 1977.  Anpao takes on a terrible journey for the love of the beautiful maiden Ko-ko-mik-e-is, who belongs to the Sun.  Through his odyssey, Anpao finds the truth about himself, his parents, and his people. Middle/high school.

Hobbs, Will.  Bearstone.  NY: Avon Camelot, 1989.  14-year-old Cloyd is sent by his tribe to a group home for 

troubled youth, which sets him up for the summer working for an old rancher.  He must fight his own inner turmoil and discover the strengths of his ancient ancestors. Middle/high school.

Krant, Hazel. Walks in Beauty.  Flagstaff, AZ: Northland Press, 1997.  Navajo adolescent Anita must find her own way when she is torn between the desires of her family versus that of her boyfriend.  Most importantly, Anita must come to terms with the two cultural influences pulling at her, that of reservation life versus urban Anglo life. Middle/high school.

Kroeber, Theodora.  Ishi: The Last of His Tribe.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1964.  The true story of the last member of the Yahi tribe in California. Middle/high school.

Little, Kimberly Griffiths.  The Last Snake Runner.  2002.  Kendall is the last member of the Snake Clan of the Acoma.  Trained by his grandfather, Armando, to take his proper place in the workings of contemporary Acoma life, Kendall finds himself sent back through time after he angrily leaves his home after his father marries a woman whom Kendall disapproves.  Meeting Akish and Jeneum, Acoma ancestors who are also members of the Snake Clan, Kendall finds that he has been sent to the Sky City of the Acoma months before the Acoma will be, essentially, decimated and sent into various exiles by the Spanish conquistadors.  Although not written by a member of the Acoma community, the book is well-researched and follows the history of the Acoma well.  Middle school.

Lipsyte, Robert.  The Brave.  NY: HarperCollins, 1991.  A Native American police officer in New York City must 

confront gang members in this sequel to The Contender. Middle/high school.

Lipsyte, Robert.  The Chief.  NY: HarperCollins, 1993.  Sonny Bear, the Tomahawk Kid, and his manager, wheelchair-bound Alfred Brooks, try to rescue their tribe’s reservation and win the world title. Middle/high school.

Lipsyte, Robert.  The Contender.  NY: Harper and Row, 1987.  A Native American boxer must learn about both athletics and racism. Middle/high school.

O’Dell, Scott.  Sing Down the Moon.  NY: Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1970.  A young Navajo female describes her tribe’s relocation and journey along the Trail of Tears. Middle/high school.

Okimoto, Jean Davies.  The Eclipse of Moonbeam Dawson. New York: Tor, 1997.  Moonbeam Dawson just wants to be normal.  But it’s not easy when you have a first name like he does, a mother who moves from commune to commune, and a biracial background.  How Moonbeam handles his problems, especially his name, is only part of what makes this a delightful coming-of-age story. Middle/high school.

Paulsen, Gary. Canyons.  NY: Bantam Books, 1990.  An Anglo teen discovers an age-old skull of a Native American teen; his life and the previous life of the Native American become intertwined. Middle/high school.

Robinson, Margaret.  A Woman of her Tribe.  NY: Fawcett Juniper, 1990.  A young woman must cope with the conflicts of white and Native American cultures. Middle/high school.

Vick, Helen Hughes.  Tag Against Time.  Boulder: Harbinger House, 1996.  In this sequel to Walker of Time, Tag travels from the late 1800’s to the present and becomes engulfed in the Native American culture of each time period.  Middle school.

Vick, Helen Hughes.  Walker of Time.  Boulder: Roberts Rinehart Publishers, 1993.  In this first book of the trilogy, 

Walker, a 15-year-old Hopi, and his Anglo friend investigate a mysterious cave at Walnut Canyon in Arizona which takes them back to their ancestors 800 years ago.  Middle school.

Interactions/intermingling of cultures

Alexie, Sherman.  The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfighting in Heaven.  New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 1993.  

Book of Native American stories. High school

Bode, Janet.  New Kids on the Block: Oral Histories of Immigrant Teens.  NY: Franklin Watts, 1989.  Bode interviews of adolescents from a variety of ethnic backgrounds who find themselves balancing between cultures. Middle/high school.

Crew, Linda.  Children of the River.  NY: Delacorte Press, 1989.  A Cambodian teen struggles to adapt to her new 

school and potential boyfriend in Oregon even as her immigrant family tries to enforce traditional cultural expectations. Middle/high school.

Dorris, Michael.  A Yellow Raft in Blue Water.  NY: Warner Books, 1987.  A female teen who is half Native American / half African American tries to discover her own identity without losing her sense of each culture. Middle/high school.

Glenn, Mel.  Split Image.  NY: HarperTempest, 2000.  Laura Li is the most popular girl at Tower High School, but no one can quite pinpoint why.  Laura’s story, told through various voices in poetic forms, outlines Laura’s school life and her home life, a home life that fills Laura with despair.  Will Laura be able to break free of the almost claustrophic hold of her family on who she is and who she wants to be, or will Laura give in to her darker fears?  A solid high school read.

Ingold, Jeanette.  The Big Burn.  (2002). NY: Harcourt Brace. During the summer of 1910, Montana and Idaho face one of the largest sets of forest burns ever to hit the state.  The fire sets the background for the stories of three teens, Lizbeth, Jarrett, and Seth, who together and separately, each play a part in bringing the fire to a close.  Lizbeth, who loves the family farmstead, hopes to keep her aunt from taking both of them back east. Jarrett, who finds his father impossible to live with, goes in search of a job with the firefighters and is reunited with the brother who left home years ago after a falling out with their father.  And Seth, a member of the all-black 25th Infantry, hopes that his stint in the army will give him something that many black men around the turn of the century were looking for: respect.  Remarkable story for middle and high school readers.

Katz, William Loren.  Black Indians: A Hidden Heritage.  NY: Athenuem, 1986.  Non-fiction account of individuals who are of mixed ethnicity.

Levy. Marilyn.  Love is Not Enough.  NY: Ballantine/Fawcett, 1989.  17-year-old girl faces conflict because of the pull of her mother’s African American ancestry and her father’s Greek-American traditions. Middle/high school.

McKissack, Patricia.  Run Away Home. NY: Scholastic Press, 1998.  11-year-old Sarah, an African-American girl living in 1888 Alabama, helps Sky, a young Apache, after he escapes from the train taking his people, including the great hero Geronimo, from holding camp to holding camp.  In return, Sky helps Sarah and her family deal with the white supremacists trying to force them off their land. Middle/high school.

Meyer, Carolyn.  Rio Grande Stories.  San Diego: Harcount Brace & Company, 1994.  A 7th grade class in Albuquerque decides to write a book about the heritage of peoples in New Mexico; this book alternates between the story of the class and the students’ contributions to the text. Middle/high school.

Nolan, Han.  Born Blue.  NY: Harcourt, 2001.  Born Janie but rechristened, by herself, as Leshaya, this is a girl who has had everything stacked against her and in trying to drag herself out of the muck that is her life, makes some pretty severe mistakes along the way.  But thanks to her amazing voice, Leshaya, who is white, may actually have the means to make a better life for herself…if she can come to terms with her heroin-addicted mother, her cruel foster parents, the African-American family who would like to foster her in a positive way, and the talented songwriter, Paul, who might actually provide the means for Leshaya’s professional success.  A high school read.

Nye, Naomi, Shahib. Habibi.  When 15-year-old Liyana Abboud moves from St. Louis to Jerusalem with her family, she feels dislocated.  Eventually, her grandmother, Habibi, teaches her Arabic customs and after meeting Omer, an Israeli, she begins to understand the conflict between Arabs and Jews. Middle/high school.

Speare, Elizabeth George.  Sign of the Beaver.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1983.  A white boy left to fend for himself finds survival difficult until a Native American boy and his family show him survival skills. Middle school.

Vecinana-Suarez, Ana. Flight to Freedom. NY: Orchard Books. Yara Garcia and her family must leave Communist Cuba in the wake of Fidel Castro’s “reforms” of the middle class.  Although her father promises that the move to America will be temporary, Yara finds that life in America is strange and exciting.  And as Yara becomes comfortable with her new life, her father becomes less happy, worrying that his family of women will become too independent to be good Cuban women.  An excellent read for middle school.

Fiction/poetry set in other countries

Beake Lesley.  Song of Be.  NY: Henry Holt & Co., 1993.  A South African Bushman woman tries to reconcile current realities with ancient traditions. Middle/high school.

Berry, James.  A Thief in the Village.  NY: Orchard Books, 1987.  This collection of nine short stories about Jamaica 

presents such topics as a young boy’s desire to buy shoes for the cricket team and a girl’s adventures on a coconut plantation.  

Choi, Sook Nyul.  Year of Impossible Goodbyes.  NY: Dell, 1991.  A young Korean girl survives the tyranny of  North Korean life before escaping to the south. Middle/high school.

Criddle, J. D. & T. Mann.  To Destroy You Is No Loss: The Odyssey of a Cambodian Family.   NY: Anchor/Doubleday Books, 1989.  This is the autobiography of Teeda Butt Mam, a political refugee. Middle/high school.

Danticat, Edwidege.  Krik? Krak!  NY: Vintage Books, 1991.  When Haitians tell a story, they say “Krik?” and the eager listeners answer “Krak!”  Be prepared for some wonderful stories!

Giovanni, Nikki, (ed.)  Grandmothers: Poem, Reminiscences, and Short Stories about the Keepers of OurTraditions.  NY: Henry Holt and Co., 1994.  The short stories and poems about grandmothers in this collection are a mix of Native American, Vietnamese, African American, Russian, Asian, and others. Middle/high school.

Gordon, Sheila.  Waiting for the Rain: A Novel of South Africa.  NY: Orchard Books, 1987.  A black teen and a white teen find their friendship shattered by a violent confrontation between a student and a soldier. Middle/high school.

Hodge, Merle.  For the Life of Laetitia.  NY: Farrar, Strass, & Giroux, 1993.  Lacey, 12, struggles with a cruel teacher and a difficult home life in the Caribbean. Middle/high school.

Lasky, Kathryn.  The Night Journey.  NY: Puffin Books, 1981.  Rachel listens intently as her great-grandmother tells 

the story of her family’s escape as Jews from Czarist Russia. Middle school.

Levitin, Sonia.  The Return.  NY: Ballantine, 1987.  A Jewish family in Ethiopia flees the country and then attempts a dangerous journey to Israel. Middle/high school.

Marsden, John.  So Much to Tell You.  NY: Fawcett Juniper, 1987.  Marina, a 14-year-old Australian, won’t talk but uses her journal to try to make sense of the shocking nightmare of why her father is in a prison and she is in a girls’ school. Middle/high school.

Naidoo, Beverly.  Chain of Fire.  Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1990.  13-year-old Naledi and her younger brother join in 

a school demonstration and learn that even children are treated with brutality in apartheid South Africa. Middle/high school.

Pettepiece, T and A. Aleksin (eds). Face to Face: A Collection of Stories by Celebrated Soviet and American Writers.  NY: Philomel, 1990.  As noted, an interesting combination of texts.

Rochman, Hazel (ed).  Somehow Tenderness Survives: Stories of Southern Africa.  NY: HarperCollins, 1988.  Ten 

short stories show the racist conditions of apartheid South Africa. Middle/high school.

Staples, Suzanne Fisher.  Haveli.  New York: Kowpf, 1993.  In this sequel to Shabanu, Daughter of the Wind, Shabanu tries to protect herself and he daughter from her husband’s cruel wives and the family’s feuding males.  Amidst the struggle, Shabanu finds a man worthy of her love.  But can she truly trust him in light of the fact that he is her usband’s nephew? Middle/high school.

Staples, Suzanne Fisher.  Shabanu, Daughter of the Wind.  NY: Random House, 1989.  Shabanu, a young Pakistani, 

must decide whether to follow the tradition of the arranged marriage established by her ancestors or seek the independence she feels in her heart.  An excellent read for those looking for a strong multiethnic experience.

Taylor, Theodore.  The Cay.  NY: Doubleday, 1990.  Shipwrecked Phillip meets an elderly man named Timothy on a Caribbean island and finds his life changed forever.  Blinded during the shipwreck, Phillip finds himself depending on the elderly black man determined to be friends with him, and against the memory of advice given him by his parents concerning blacks, he returns Timothy’s friendship.  Elementary/middle school.

Taylor, Theodore.  Timothy of the Cay.  NY: Avon, 1993.  This book is both a prequel and a sequel to the events concerning Phillip and Timothy.  Elementary/middle school.

Temple, Francis.  The Beduins Gazelle.  While studying Arabic at a university in Fez, a young Frenchman, Etienne, is drawn into the political conflict of young Atiyah of the Beni Khalid. Middle/high school.

Whelan, Gloria.  Homeless Bird.  (2000).  NY: HarperTrophy.  Koly’s parents have agreed to a marriage that will send her to live among strangers.  Little do they know that the bridegroom’s family only wants Koly for her dowry, enough money to take their son to a holy place where he may be cured of the disease that is slowly killing him.  When the sacred water does not cure Hari, Koly becomes little more than a servant in the home of her in-laws and is eventually deserted by her mother-in-law following the death of her father-in-law.  On her own, Koly must forge a life for herself without going against the traditions of Indian culture.  A wonderful read.  Middle school.

Multicultural anthologies (stories from various ethnicities)

Carlson, Lori, ed.  Cool Salsa: Bilingual Poems on Growing Up Latino in the United States.  NY: Fawcett Juniper, 1994.

Gallo, Donald, ed.  Join In: Multiethnic Short Stories by Outstanding Writers for Young Adults.  NY: Bantam 

Doubleday, 1993.

King, Laurie, ed.  Hear My voice: A Multicultural Anthology of Literature from the United States.  Menlo Park, CA: 

Addison-Wesley.

Minnesota Humanities Commission and Minnesota Council of Teachers of English.  Braided Lives: An Anthology of 

Multicultural American Writing.  St. Paul: Viking Press, 1991.

Muse, Daphne, ed.  Prejudice: Stories about Hate, Ignorance, Revelation, and Transformation.  NY: Hyperion, 1995.

Rosenberg, Donna, ed. Folklore, Myths, and Legends: A World Perspective.  Chicago: National Textbook Company, 1997.

Fantasy

Anderson, Janet.  Going Through the Gate.  NY: Duttons Childrens Books.  For Becky and her friends, elementary school graduation marks not only the end of childhood but an entrance to a mysterious  place where the students will learn to live with nature in a very unorthodox manner.  (Shades of The Giver). Upper elementary/Middle school.

Anthony, Piers.  Harpy Thyme.  New York: Tor, 1994.  In classic Anthony style, this story is set in Xanth and the heroine is Gloha, the only combination harpy/goblin in all of Xanth.  Her quest for true love is both heartwarming and zany, and Gloha learns the meaning of true friendship as she searches for her perfect mate. Middle/high school.

Atwater-Rhodes, Amelia.  Midnight Predator, 2002.  Turquoise is a vampire hunter with a mission: a former “pet” human to Lord Daryl, she would like nothing better than to bring him and his kind down.  She gets the opportunity when she’s hired by an unknown employer to kill the leader of the legendary vampire stronghold, Midnight.  But to do so, she must put herself back in the position of a pet and enter Midnight without weapons.  And nothing can prepare her for Jaguar, second in command to the evil Jeshickah, who seems to have a soul and compassion for the human pets brought to Midnight.  High School.  (This book was actually written by an 18-year-old.)

Block, Francesca Lia.  Weetzie Bat.  NY: HarperCollins, 1989.  A fair-tale style is used to describe the lifestyle of a young girl in the modern world where life is “almost perfect.”  (This book has several sequels using the same format.) High school.

Calhoun, Dia.  Firegold.  NY: Winslow Press, 1999.  Jonathan has long felt that he is somehow different that those in his village, and it’s not just because of his blue eyes.  But if he isn’t really from Stonewater Vale, where is he from?  Could he actually be one of the feared and despised Dalriada? A solid fantasy of coming to know oneself despite a number of physical and mythical obstacles.  Middle/high school.
Calhoun, Dia.  Aria of the Sea.  NY: Winslow Press, 2000.  13-year-old Cerinthe comes to the Royal Dancing School with one goal in mind: to dance well enough to be asked to join the academy.  But obtaining her goal only leads her to begin questioning other pieces of her life: family, friendships, romance, and the nagging doubt that her true genius lies in being a healer.  A middle/high school read.

Colfer, Eoin.  Artemis Fowl: The Arctic Incident.  (2002). NY: Scholastic. Now 13, Artemis Fowl finds out that his father may actually be alive and being held by the Russian Mafiya. At the same time, Captain Holly Short, from the LEPrecon Special Forces, is battling something strange in fairyland.  Holly, Artemis, Butler, Foaly and Root band together to do battle against the dark forces in both worlds.  Another great read from the Artemis collection! Upper elementary/middle school!

Colfer, Eoin.  Artemis Fowl.  (2001).  NY: Scholastic.  Artemis Fowl is a 12-year-old genius, millionaire, and criminal mastermind.  Attempting to bolster his millions, he steals the book of the elves and attempts to take from them the proverbial pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.  But Captain Holly Short, am elf from the LEPrecon Special Forces, is not prepared to let the treasure go without a fight.  A delightful tale for upper elementary/middle school!

Crossley-Holland, Kevin.  The Seeing Stone. (2001). NY:  Arthur Levine Books.  13-year-old Arthur de Caldicott is a second son during the reign of Richard the Lion-hearted.  When Merlin, a friend of his father’s, gives him a “seeing stone,” Arthur is given the opportunity to look at the life of another Arthur, King Arthur of Camelot.  The story weaves back and forth through both Arthur’s lives, and Arthur de Caldicott learns a great deal about his life through the challenges faced by his counterpart.  An excellent read for upper elementary/middle and high school students.  

Dalkey, Kara.  Water: Ascension. (2001). NY: Avon.  Nia of the Bluefin Clan is the mermyd most likely chosen to join the consciousness of one of the Farwolder kings and become the next Avatar of Atlantis.  But when her obviously unsuitable cousin is chosen to represent the family instead, Nia begins to question her family ties as well as the choices of the High Council.  In her search for the truth, though, Nia may actually bring about the ruin of Atlantis.  This is the first in a trilogy about Nia and the lost civilization of Atlantis. Middle/high school.

Deuker, Carol.  On the Devil’s Court.  Boston: Joy Street Books, 1989.  Struggling with his failures, a 17-year-old 

male thinks he is desperate enough to trade his soul for one perfect season of basketball.  The reality of his decision has frightening repercussions. Middle/high school.

Duane, Diane.  The Young Wizards Series.  Harcour, 1995-2002.  Kit and his fellow wizard Nina solve a variety of mysteries with Kit’s loyal pooch Ponch and a cast of many.  Delightful fantasy for those who want a more “real-life” Harry Potter. 

Feist, Raymond.  Shadow of a Dark Queen—The Serpentwar Saga.  NY: Avon, 1995.  Eric von Darkmoor and Rupert “Roo” Avery are convicted for the murder of Eric’s evil brother.  But the execution turns into a smokescreen and the two men are enlisted in a secret group of warriors who must infiltrate and take information from an evil army set on destroying their world. Middle/high school.

Fletcher, Susan.  Shadow Spinner.  NY: Aladdin Fiction, 1998.  Marjan, a young woman who has been crippled in a strange accident, is brought to the palace of the Sultan to help Shahrazad come up with more stories; if Marjan is not successful, Shahrazad will be killed and the country will be thrown back into chaos. Middle/high school.

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Just Ella.  NY: Simon & Schuster, 1999.  Think you know the story of Cinderella?  Not this time, as we find out what happens to Ella after the ball.  Prince Charming is a violent airhead and royal courtiers actually run the country.  Ella was chosen at the ball because of her beauty, not because of instantaneous love.  The story of how she frees herself from this situation provides a character worthy of today’s readers. Middle/high school.

Hantman, Clea.  Goddesses Heaven Sent. NY: Avon Books, 2002.  Era, Polly, and Thalia are goddesses…from Mount Olympus.  After a joke backfires and causes humiliation to their stepmother, Hera, wife of Zeus, the girls, Muses to be precise, are sent to learn “something” in Athens…Georgia in the year 2001.  Unable to use their magic, the girls must use their brains and beauty to fit in to the adolescent life of the 21st century.  A middle school/lower high school read.

Hilgartner, Beth.  The Feast of the Trickster.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1991.  Five companions from another planet visit Earth on a mission to bring a young woman back to her true home.  But will she want to go? Middle/high school.

Hoeye, Michael. Time Stands for No Mouse. NY: Putnam, 2002. Hermux Tantamoq, mouse and watchmaker, must helps solve the mystery of the disappearance of Linka Perflinger.  Although no Hercule Poirot, Hermux finds that thoughtfulness, friends, and a little bit of luck are all he needs to take down evil cosmetics queen Tucka and bring Linka back to safety. Upper elementary/middle school.

Hoeye, Michael. The Sands of Time. NY: Putnam, 2002. The sequel to Time Stands for No Mouse, The Sands of Time is a much stronger mystery as we travel with Hermux, Linka, and formerly long-lost professor Birch to find if the history of the mouse world originated with the mythical cats of legend.  But once again, Tucka becomes part of the equation: can Hermux and friends keep Tucka from destroying archeological history even as they try to save the cosmetics queen from a dreadful fate herself. Upper elementary/middle school.

Hoffman, Alice.  Green Angel.  NY: Scholastic, 2003.  Green comes from a family with a strong love and appreciation of nature.  But one market day, Green’s family is killed by an atomic bomb attack and Green is left to fend for herself.  In her anger, she begins to tattoo herself with black angry strokes.  But when a dog named Ghost and a boy named Diamond come into her life, Green is forced to reconsider her anger and regret and live her life again.  A short fantasy with a strong message about war. Middle school.

Hoffman, Alice.  Indigo.  NY: Scholastic, 2002.  Eli and Trevor McGill are considered strange by most of the good folks of  Oak Grove; after all, they love water, eat an inordinate amount of fish, and have a weird sort of webbing between their fingers and toes.  So when the two boys and their best friend, Martha, decide to leave town in search of the ocean, no one is surprised…until the boys are able to use their unique gifts to save the town from a flood.  A delightfully short fantasy with a great message on tolerance. Middle school.

Hoffman, Mary.  Stravaganza. NY: Bloomsbury, 2002.  16-year-old Lucien is in the midst of chemo treatments for the cancerous tumor that saps his strength and his hope.  When his father brings home a uniquely covered notebook that he finds in an old house, Lucien, who falls asleep holding the book, finds himself transported to 16th century Belleza, a city much like Venice, Italy.  While in Belleza, Lucien feels himself again, healthy and adventurous, and through an accidental meeting with Arianna, a young woman looking for adventure, the 21st century boy and the 16th century girl find themselves involved in political intrigue featuring the Duchessa of Belezza and her loyal servant, Rodolfo.  In addition, Rodolfo is able to tell Lucien how he can phycially travel time and space.  A fabulous adventure in the mode of Harry Potter and The Thief Lord.  

Hoppe, Joane.  Dream Spinner.  NY: Morrow, 1993.  Through dreams, a 15-year-old girls travels back to the 1890’s.  The reader must decide if they are real journeys or just realistic dreams. Middle/high school.

Jacques, Brian.  Pearls of Lutra: A Tale from Redwall.  New York: Philomel Books, 1996.  The Tears of All Oceans are missing, and Tansy, a young hedgehog maid, is determined to find them.  But is she ready to face all of the dangers awaiting her on her mission. Upper elementary/Middle school.

James, Mary.  Shoebag.  NY: Scholastic, 1990.  A cockroach changes into a little boy and impacts the lives of those 

around him before returning to his life as an insect.  An interesting take for those students interested in environmental issues. Middle school.

Jones, Diana Wynne. Deep Secret. NY: Starscape, 1997.  Rupert Magrid, junior Magid (magician and wizard) is given the unhappy task of replacing his mentor, Stan, after Stan’s death.  To make matters worse, war has come to the Empire of Korfyros and Rupert is the magid in charge of bringing balance back to that world, or so he thinks.  In reality, a number of forces seem to be constantly working against him, but when he brings all of these forces together, he finds out that there are no coincidences in life, and that the successful magid is always quick on his feet!  A delightful early  high school read.

Jordan, Robert.  The Wheel of Time Series.  1990-current.  For fans of Tolkienn, Jordan’s sage is must-read as we follow the challenges and adventures of Rand Al’Thor and his friends as they leave the sanctuary of their beloved Two Rivers to journey to Tar Valon and beyond in search of the Light and the best way to vanquish the Darkfriends once and for awhile.  A fabulous series with memorable characters.  Middle/high school.

Kaye, Marilyn.  Last on Earth: The Vanishing  (Book One).  New York: Avon.  Thanks to a relic 1950’s bomb shelter, the geometry class at Madison High survives the freak vanishing of the rest of civilization.  But what will happen to them as they try to form a new way of life?   Might be used in conjunction with Lord of the Flies. Middle/high school.

Keyes, J. Gregory.  The Waterborn.  NY: DelRey, 1996.  Hezhi, a princess of the River, finds her life in danger as she reaches her teen years and finds the magic of the Rivergod flowing in her veins.  Must she succumb to the life the  Priests of the River have decided for her, or can she forge a new life with the help of an unlikely group of comrades. Middle/high school.

Keyes, J. Gregory.  The Blackgod.  NY: DelRey, 1997.  In this sequel to The Waterborn, Hezhi, finds that escape from Nhol does not guarantee happiness.  Used by the mysterious Blackgod, Hezhi finds that she must count on herself and her friends to keep the River in his boundaries and fight the seducing power of the Blackgod. Middle/high school.

Keyes, J. Gregory.  Newton’s Cannon.  NY: DelRey, 1998.  Mixing both history and fantasy, Keyes creates a “what might have happened” tale around the development of a weapon from Air, Earth, Fire, and Water.  Only apprentice Ben Franklin—yes, the famous one—and Frenchwoman Adrienne de Montchevreuil, the object of King Louis’  XIV affections, can save London and much of the world’s population from certain disaster. High school.

Klause, Annette Curtis.  The Silver Kiss.  NY: Delacorte Press, 1990.  A teen romance becomes complicated when Zoe finds out that her new boyfriend is a vampire.  But could she use his unique abilities to save her mother from a terminal illness? Middle/high school.

Leverich, Kathleen.  The New You. NY: Greenwillow, 1998. Once the popular cheerleader and popular person type, Abigail  moves to a new school where she feels alone and isolated.  Nothing she does seems to be right or in sync with the girls she would like to make friends with.  In desperation, she decides to get a new “hairdo”, and the three women she meets helps her put a whole new spin on her life.  But when she goes back to find them a day later, they don’t seem to exist.  

Levine, Gail Carson.  Ella Enchanted.  NY: Scholastic, 1997.  At birth, a fairy godmother “gives” Ella the gift of obedience; however, the naively given gift causes Ella nothing but trouble as it forces her to do whatever is asked of her, no matter how ridiculous or outrageous.  So Ella sets off to find the fairy who has given the “curse” in order to make her “take it back”.  Along the way, Ella encounters danger and romance.

Lewis, C. S. The Narnia Chronicles.  NY: MacMillon, 1950 +. The series of six books about Narnia, Aslan, and the children who make it come to life can be read as simply fantasy or as Christian allegory.  As fantasy, it is one of the best to start students on—in anticipation of their moving towards Harry Potter and friends.  

Little, Kimberly Griffiths.  The Last Snake Runner.  2002.  Kendall is the last member of the Snake Clan of the Acoma.  Trained by his grandfather, Armando, to take his proper place in the workings of contemporary Acoma life, Kendall finds himself sent back through time after he angrily leaves his home after his father marries a woman whom Kendall disapproves.  Meeting Akish and Jeneum, Acoma ancestors who are also members of the Snake Clan, Kendall finds that he has been sent to the Sky City of the Acoma months before the Acoma will be, essentially, decimated and sent into various exiles by the Spanish conquistadors.  Although not written by a member of the Acoma community, the book is well-researched and follows the history of the Acoma well.  

Lowell, Susan.  The Boy with Paper Wings.  NY: Milkweek, 1995.  When eleven-year-old Paul is confined to bed with a fever, he is in for the adventure of lifetime, one that he accidentally creates for himself through the various creations he makes using paper, clay, wood, glue, plastic solider, and so on.  (A delightful adventure for younger readers.)

Lowry, Lois.  Gathering Blue.  (2000).  NY: Houghton Mifflin.  Left orphaned and crippled in a society that shuns imperfections, Kira faces almost certain death at the hands of her neighbors.  But when she is summoned to judgment by the Council of Guardians, Kira is, instead, brought to the court palace and given the special responsibility of refurbishing the Singer’s robe.  Kira finds that she is not the only person with magical powers: the Singer and the Carver are also endowed with special gifts.  But with the knowledge of the gifts comes new mysteries.  

McCaffrey, Anne.  Dragon Flight and Dragon Trilogy Series.  These two series from McCaffrey focus on a futuristic place where dragons have super intelligence and use it to help humans, not destroy them.  Often, the stories are told from the dragon’s point of view.  Challenging reading but action-packed.

McCutchen, H. L. Lightland. NY: Orchard Books, 2002.  Lottie Cook and her friend Lewis Weaver are considered odd by everyone but Lottie’s father.  Lottie wears pajamas to school every day and Lewis refuses to speak to anyone but Lottie.  But when Miss d’Avignon comes to teach at their school and asks the class to write down everything they know, Lottie and Lewis, enabled by a cherry box of memories that Lottie’s father made for her, find themselves in Lightland, a fantasy world where the fearful Nightking steals one’s memories.  When Lottie and Lewis discover the true identity of the Nightking, they have no choice but to take action and help the citizens of Lightland...but can they do so without losing themselves? Great middle school read.

McMullan, Kate.  Have a Hot Time, Hades! NY: Hyperion, 2002.  After discovering that Zeus, his youngest and most obnoxious brother, has shaped mythology to make himself look really good, Hades, god of the Underworld, decides to take it upon himself to correct history.  A humorous text that could be used effectively with the Odyssey at the middle school level.

Napoli, Donna Jo. Sirena.  NY: Dutton Children’s Books, 1998.  Sirena, one of the sirens known because of the adventures of Odysseus, considers herself cursed.  In order to become immortal, she must make a man love her; but to do so kills him.  High school.

Nimmo, Jenny.  Midnight for Charlie Bone.  NY: Orchard Books, 2003.  The first in a series, this story follows the progress of Charlie Bone as he realizes that he is one of the descendents of the famed Red King, a nobleman who passed magical powers down to his children and their children.  Charlie can actually hear the people in pictures talk, and this strange ability helps him as he begins to solve the puzzle of the missing Emma Tolly.  Kids who like Harry Potter will probably enjoy Charlie and his friends, although they won’t be the devotees to this series as they are to the Harry books.  Nevertheless, a good read for upper elementary and middle school.

Odom. Mel. The Rover. NY: Tom Doherty Associates, 2001.  Edgewick Lamplighter is a librarian with dreams of adventure running through his otherwise organized mind.  When he is captured by pirates, his true adventures begin, and Wick—his nickname—is surprised to find that he is up to the task of the adventure at hand.  Blending his good sense with a strong creative streak, Wick survives with grace and good humor. Good middle school/high school read.  

Reiss,  Kathryn.  Pale Phoenix.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1994.  Miranda begins to question reality when she and her mother hit a young girl with their car on the way to school; the girl is completely unharmed and has an almost ethereal aura about her.  Later, Miranda discovers that Abby is actually a 16th century Puritan who escaped a fiery death only to travel through time.  Can Miranda help Abby to go back in time before the fire and save her family and betrothed’s  lives?   Middle school.

Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.  NY: Scholastic, 1997.  The first in the great series, this is the background of Harry’s arrival at the Dursley’s to his invite to Hogwarts to his first year at the famed school as he finds himself having to outwit “He whose name must never be said.”  A must read for everyone.

Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets.  NY: Scholastic, 1998.  The second in the series finds Harry having to deal with his insufferable new teacher Gilderoy Lockhart, the mystery of what’s In the Chamber of Secrets, and the annoying Moaning Myrtle.  A must read for everyone.

Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkeban.  NY: Scholastic, 1999.  Third in the series, we find Harry battling rumors of an escaped prisoner from Azkeban who is after him.  Death Eaters and Sirius Black make his third year at Hogwarts a difficult one, but the loyalty of his friends and an amazing discovering makes it all worthwhile for our hero.  A must read for everyone.

Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.  NY: Scholastic, 2000.  The best one yet, the fourth installment tells the story of Harry’s involvement in the first wizarding championship held in years.  An unexpected contestant, Harry must do his best in the trials while fighting his first feelings of love for a girl—not Hermione!—and his concerns for his beloved guardian.   A must read for everyone.

Stevermer, Caroline. A College of Magics.  NY: Starscape/Tom Doherty Associates, 1994.  Duchess Faris Nallaneen of Galazan is sent to Greenlaw College to see if her powers are true and can be enhanced through Greenlaw tutelage.  A skeptic herself, Faris finds that her friendship with Jane and Eve-Marie forces her to reconsider her own abilities.  More importantly, when Menary of Avarill challenges Faris, Faris finds that she must find it in herself to step up and be a true daughter of Galazan.  Middle/high school.  

Vande Velde, Vivian.  Tales from the Brothers Grimm and the Sisters Weird.  NY: Bantam Doubleday, 1995.  Thirteen fairy tales retold with a humorous twist.  Fun for middle school.

Wein, Elizabeth. E. A Coalition of Lions.  (2003). NY: Viking Press/Penguin.  Goewin, daughter of the High King Artur of Britain flees to Africa following the death of her parents and brother to join her betrothed, Constantine of Cornwall, and to save herself from the wrath of her evil aunt, Morguase.  But when she gets to the country of Aksum where Constantine serves as regent, she faces new political turmoil as she meets the young son of her half-brother, Medraut, and the family of her devoted ambassador from Aksum, Priamus.  To save herself and those for whom she cares, Goewin must find a way to meet with the mysterious Caleb and decide once for all what her future in Britain is to be.  A solid read for middle/high school, especially for those students interested in a different view of Arthurian legend and the doomed prince Mordred.  

Wrede, Patricia.  Dealing with Dragons.  San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1990.  A bored princess leaves the 

castle to live with dragons and joins them in fighting evil wizards.  The first of four books in a series.  Especially appropriate for young teens who have expressed little previous interest in fantasy.

Yep, Laurence.  Dragon’s War.  HarperCollins, 1992.  A dragon princess fights a war to rescue her friend and restore the dragon’s underwater home.  Middle school.

Yolen, Jane.  The Devil’s Arithmetic.  NY: Penguin Books, 1988.  A young girl goes back in time and finds herself a 

prisoner in a concentration camp during the Holocaust.  Her actions, innocent as they are, are instrumental in saving the lives of others.  An excellent text to use in conjunction with other Holocaust texts. 

Turner, Megan Whalen.  The Thief.  NY: HarperCollins, 1998.  Named after the god of the thieves, Eugenides, Gen has made a name for himself stealing anything that catches his fancy.  Finally caught and thrown into the King’s prison, he is at last released by the King’s scholar, the Magus, who believes he knows the site of the kingmaker stone, Hiamathes Gift.  Needing the young thief’s expertise, the Magus frees him from prison with the promise of freedom IF he obtains the stone; but Gen has some ideas of his own as to his fate.  A wonderful read and the 1997 Newbery Honor Book.

Turner, Megan Whalen.  The Queen of Attolia.  NY: HarperCollins, 2000.  Eugenides’s adventures continue as he is asked by the  Queen of Eddis, his cousin, to help her save their country and preserve their neutrality with Sounis and Attolia.  But when he is captured by the Queen of Attolia and she has his hand severed as punishment, the thief is thrown into doubt and depression concerning his usefulness to Eddis.   A powerful sequel to The Thief and appropriate for both middle and high school.

Historical fiction

Medieval times

Alder, Elizabeth.  The King’s Shadow.  Laure-leaf, 1995.  Evyn, a young Welshman whose tongue was cut out by a band of thieves, is befriended by the future king of England, Harold.  As the relationship becomes more of father to son, Evyn sees the world of pre-conquered England through the eyes of the fair and sensible king.  But when William of Normandy sets his eye on the island nation, Harold finds himself too weakened by war to adequately defend his country.  Harold’s loss and eventual death are the final turning points in Evyn’s walk towards manhood.  A wonderful adventure.  Middle/high school.

Avi.  Crispin and the Cross of Lead.  Hyperion, 2002.  Falsely accused of stealing from his master’s overseer, orphaned Crispin finds himself on the run.  Taken in by Bear, a man of many trades and just as many mysteries, Crispin learns how to juggle and play and sing a variety of songs as he and Bear travel together.  But when they reach Great Wexley, a town within the borders of land owned by Lord Furnival, Crispin’s life takes an unusual turn, and he must use his wit as well as the secret found on the cross of lead given him by his late mother to secure the freedom of Bear.  An excellent read.  Middle school. Newbury winner for 2002.

Cadnum, Michael.  Forbidden Forest: The Story of Little John and Robin Hood.  NY: Orchard Books, 2002.  An entertaining tale of how Robin Hood and Little John came to meet and earn each other’s friendship.  Interspersed is John’s dilemma concerning his new role as outlaw and his emerging feelings for the Lady Margaret, who he must rescue after she is mistakenly accused of her new bridegroom’s death.  A middle/high school read.

Cadnum, Michael.  Raven of the Waves.  NY: Orchard Books, 2001.  Lidsmod is a Norse marauder in training; Wiglaf, the crippled son of English peasants who is training in the abbey of Athelwulf.  Each focused on his own concerns about the families who love them, both learn a dramatic lesson about what it means to be a warrior and a human person during the Dark Ages.  A middle/high school read.

Cheaney, J. B. The Playmaker.  NY: Knopf, 2000.  Richard Malory, recently orphaned by the death of his mother, journeys to London in search of someone who might know of the father who deserted his family a decade before.  By accident, Richard is overheard talking to a group of ruffians by Star, the maid at the home of one of the main actors in the Lord Chamberlain’s Players.  The story alternates between the mystery Richard encounters as he begins to uncover what happened to his father and life as an actor in the company of William Shakespeare and friends.  An excellent read that might be used with any Shakespeare play to create a stronger sense of London and the political climate of England during the time Shakespeare was writing.  Middle/high school.

Crossley-Holland, Kevin.  The Seeing Stone. (2001). NY:  Arthur Levine Books.  13-year-old Arthur de Caldicott is a second son during the reign of Richard the Lion-hearted.  When Merlin, a friend of his father’s, gives him a “seeing stone,” Arthur is given the opportunity to look at the life of another Arthur, King Arthur of Camelot.  The story weaves back and forth through both Arthur’s lives, and Arthur de Caldicott learns a great deal about his life through the challenges faced by his counterpart.  An excellent read for upper elementary/middle and high school students.  

Cushman, Karen. Catherine, Called Birdy.  NY:  HarperTrophy, 1994.
Birdy is not your typical 14th century maiden.  Rather than obeying her father’s wishes to marry one of the suitable(?) noblemen, she consistently comes up with ways to sabotage their interest in her.  Between sieges, Birdy writes in her diary, discusses the dreams and aspirations of women with her mother, and dreams up new ways to dissuade her suitor’s from their intentions.  Middle school.

Cushman, Karen. The Midwife’s Apprentice. NY:  Clarion Books, 1995.  A nameless, homeless girl seeks an occupation that will let her have “a full stomach, someone to belong to, and a little bit of social standing”.  Her accidental meeting with the midwife of a small village gives her hope that she can achieve her dreams; the reality of fulfilling the dream means that she must put up with the midwife’s scorn and apparent disregard for the girl’s welfare.  Middle school.

Cushman, Karen. Matilda Bone. NY:  Dell Yearling, 2000.  Orphaned Matilda is left by the priest who has helped to raise her with Red Peg the Bonesetter.  Deeply religious because of her upbringing and more educated than those around her, Matilida, at first, has a difficult time accepting her new life.  But patience and love from Peg and the others who live on Blood and Bone Alley help Matilda to understand that life has many possibilities that she needs to be open to.  A wonderful middle school read.

Gregory, Kristiana.  The Royal Diaries: Eleanor, Crown Jewel of Aquitaine.  NY: Scholastic.  Eleanor of Aquitaine would go on to marry both the kings of France and England, and is considered by many to be the first “feminist” of medieval times.  The diary sets the stage for Eleanor’s amazing adulthood.  Upper elementary/middle school.

Holland, Cecelia.  The Angel and the Sword.  NY: Tor Forge, 2000.  Ragny, the heir to the Spanish throne, flees her evil father after her mother’s death and heads to France under the guise of Roderick.  During her travels, she is forced to defend a group of scholarly monks who are carrying books to the king of France.  From that point, her reputation as a swordsman and strategist.  But when the king tries to force her to marry his daughter, Ragny knows that she must be honest with those around her.  High school.

Lasky, Katherine.  The Royal Diaries: Isabel, Mary, Queen of Scots, Queen without a Country., 2001.  NY: Scholastic.  Mary Stuart became Queen of Scotland at the tender age of 13 months.  Raised in France, far away from Scotland, Mary was little more than a pawn in the political manipulations of her mother, the queen regent of Scotland and the King of France as they both worked to usurp the throne of England.  This diary tells the story of Mary’s French life, up to the point of her marriage to the dauphin of France at age sixteen.  Upper elementary/middle school.

Meyer, Carolyn.  Mary, Bloody Mary.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1999.  Mary Tudor is heir to the throne of her father, Henry VIII.  But her father’s desire for a male heir puts Mary’s life in jeopardy, separates her from her loving mother, and forces her to care for a baby sister who will take Mary’s place as heir to the throne.  Part of the Princess series.  Middle school.

Meyer, Carolyn.  The Royal Diaries: Isabel, Jewel of Castilla., 2001.  NY: Scholastic.  Isabel of Castille would eventually marry Ferdinand and eventually, during their reign as two of the most learned and educated monarchs in Europe, send Columbus out to discover a speedier route to India.  In these diaries, we gain a sense of the young Isabel as she moves from captive to strong-willed monarch.  Upper elementary/middle school.

Napoli, Donna Jo. Zel.  NY: Dutton Children’s Books, 1996.  Zel is a retelling of the Rapunzel story from Zel, Count Konrad, and Mother’s—the witch in the original story—points of view.  Zel, at 13, is in love with life, Mother, and animals.  When she meets Konrad, Zel entrances him with her liveliness and sincerity.  But Mother, who lives in fear of losing Zel, decides that the best way to counter Konrad’s influence is to imprison Zel in a tower.  Middle/high school.

Temple, Francis.  The Ramsey Scallop.  HarperTrophy, 1997.  In 1299, 14-year-old Elenor awaits her betrothed, Thomas, to return from the Crusades.  Since they are both unsure about marriage, the village priest suggests they go on a pilgrimage; the journey helps in their maturity as people and as a couple.  Middle/high school.

Pre-colonial America

Dorris, Michael. Morning Girl. New York: Hyperion Books for Children, 1992.  Morning Girl, a Taino, looks at the 

world around her with delight and curiosity.  Like those in her community, she appreciates the land and the water and community spirit that guides her life.  Then one day while she is swimming in the deepest blue to the ocean, she notices a great ship and some oddly dressed people who she, in all politeness, invites to the shore.  And so comes Columbus to the American.  Elementary.

Massie, Elizabeth.  1609: Winter of the Dead. New York: Tor, 1999.  This novel about the founding of Jamestown focuses on the lives of two young men who acted as liaisons between the English and the Indians.  Middle school.

Salem Witch Trials/Puritan Era

Lasky, Kathryn.  Beyond the Burning Time.  New York: The Blue Sky Press, 1994.  Fourteen year old Mary Chase 

watches with a mixture of horror and amazement as many of the young girls she grew up with in Salem, Massachusetts suddenly profess to be possessed and distressed by witches.  However, when Mary’s own mother is accused of being one of the devil’s familiars, Mary realizes that her time at the sidelines is over; if she is to save her mother, she will have to summon up all the courage she has to find someone brave enough to challenge the wrath of the Salem community.  But whom?  Middle/high school.

Petry, Ann. Tituba of Salem.  New York: Harper Trophy, 1992.  Tituba, the maid of Salem’s minister, sees visions of herself appearing before groups of angry people.  However, the current state of her life gives her no reason to suspect that anything bad could possibly happen to her: she is beloved by the minister’s daughter and many of the younger women of the village come to her for information about their future. And then the calls of witchcraft begin to work their way around the village and Tituba must come to terms with her own part in the situation and if she will be able to save herself amidst the terror that would become The Salem Witch Trials. Middle/high school.

Rees, Celia.  Witch Child.  Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 2002.  In the year 1659, British Mary Newbury is forced to watch her beloved grandmother condemned and hanged as a witch.  Sent to America by the mother who cannot admit that Mary is her child because of her husband’s ties to Cromwell, Mary finds herself in the company of a group of Puritans headed to America for religious freedom.  At first happy to "blend in," Mary must eventually look to her true self--she knows she has certain abilities that could label her as witch--to survive in this new society.  A sober look at Puritan fears concerning "witches" and the relationship among various groups of British settlers.  A middle/high school read.

Rinaldi, Ann.  A Break with Charity: A story about the Salem Witch Trials.  San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 

Publishers, 1992.  Susanna English, the daughter of a prominent Salem businessman, wanted desperately to be part of the circle of girls who secretly went to Tituba, the minister’s Caribbean maid, and heard from her the promise of their futures.  When Susanna finally is invited, it is to witness the beginning hysteria that would lead to the witch trials and the deaths of 24 innocent people.  Susanna’s conflict derives from the fact that she knows the calling out of witches cannot be true, yet she is too scared and too superstitious herself to, at first, realize that she must share the truth with those in power.  When Susanna finally comes to this realization, it is, for many reasons, too late, and it is her family that must also pay the price for the lies told by people who looked to benefit from the situation. Middle/high school.

Speare, Elizabeth George. The Witch of Blackbird Pond.  NY: Dell Publishing Company, 1958.  The classic “outsider” text that introduced many of us to Puritans and their concerns about witchcraft, the story of Kit Tyler and her life with her Puritan relatives in Connecticut Colony also works well as a pre-cursor to the study of the Salem Witch Trials.  Like the heroines of so many of the stories written to showcase this era, Kit is a young woman who “looks” prejudice squarely in the eye and calls it what it is; her heroism on the part of her friends is what makes her a role model to many younger readers.  Elementary/middle school.

Colonial days/Revolutionary war

Avi.  The Fighting Ground.  NY: J. B. Lippincott, 1984.  When Jonathan begins fighting in the Revolutionary War, he also begins fighting a personal war with himself and family traditions. Middle/high school.

Collier, James Lincoln and Christopher Collier.  My Brother Sam is Dead.  NY: Scholastic, 1974.  Family members take opposite sides during the Revoluationary War, and it is Sam and his younger brother, the narrator of this story, who pay the highest cost.  A must-read. Middle/high school.

Keehn, Sally. M. Moon of Two Dark Horses. 
Lavender, William.  Just Jane.  NY: Harcourt, 2002.  English Lady Jane Prentice, lately orphaned and sent to America to live with her uncle Robert and his wife, Clarissa, finds herself caught between Loyalist and Patriot causes during the American Revolution.  From 1776-1781, Jane learns a great deal about her adopted country, her relatives, and herself as she views the war through myriad eyes.  Strong-willed Jane also finds herself falling in love with the equally dynamic Simon Coldwyn, a school teacher with a mysterious secret.  An excellent story of a family torn by differing views of loyalty.  Middle/high school.

Rinaldi, Ann. Taking Liberty: The Story of Oney Judge, George Washington’s Runaway Slave. NY: Simon and  Schuster, 2002.  At four, Oney becomes the favored “pet” of Martha Washington.  Eventually becoming Lady Washington’s personal body servant, Oney holds a special place in Mt. Vernon life and meets many of the dignitaries of the time, most notably, the Marquis de Lafayette.  But when Washington becomes president and the Washingtons spend most of their time in Philadelphia, Oney is reminded on a number of occasions that she is still very much a slave and property of the family.  Finally, at the age of 24, Oney decides that she must be the mistress of her own life, even if it means leaving the security of Mr. Vernon. Middle/high school.

Rinaldi, Ann. A Ride into Morning: The Story of Tempe Wicke.  San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1991.  Tempe Wicke has as much revolutionary spirit as anyone in her community, and in that spirit, she refuses to give over her beautiful, speedy horse to the British soldiers who would like to use her against the rebellious colonials.  But Tempe never knew that she might have to put her own life in danger to support the rebellion. Middle/high school.

Rinaldi, Ann. Finishing Becca: A story about Peggy Shippen and Benedict Arnold.  San Diego: Harcourt Brace, 1994. Becca’s mother strikes a deal with the Quaker Shippen family: Becca will become a housemaid for the family’s daughter, Peggy, if she can be taught with the Shippen girls.  It is during this time that Becca witnesses how the romance between Peggy Shippen and Benedict Arnold leads the once loyal soldier to betray his country to the British. Middle/high school.

Rinaldi, Ann. The Fifth of March: A story of the Boston Massacre.  San Diego: Harcourt 
Brace Jovanovich, 1993.

Rachel Marsh is an indentured servant to young lawyer John Adams and his wife, Abigail.  Although she is happy in her situation, she also finds herself drawn to British soldier Matthew Kilroy who is part of the garrison assigned to Boston during Fall, 1768.  By March, 1770, Boston is on the verge of a massive riot against the British, and Rachel finds her loyalties tested when Matthew becomes the first soldier to fire on the Boston citizenry. Middle/high school.

Rinaldi, Ann.  Hang A Thousand Ribbons: The story of Phillis Wheatley.  San Diego: Harcourt Brace, 1996.  Phillis Wheatly was raised by a wealthy New England family who taught her to read and write.  Wheatley was a natural poet and eventually became the toast of New England the Britain, a novelty because she was an educated black woman.  But fame had its price, and Phillis could not have the one thing she really wanted: equal status in the Wheatley family and in the white community she was so much a member of. Middle/high school.

Rinaldi, Ann. Time Enough for Drums.  Mahwah, NJ: Troll Associates, 1986.  Fifteen year old Jemima Emerson wears her political leanings on her sleeve; she is an avowed Patriot and has little time for anyone whose loyalty leans toward Britain or King George, especially if that someone is her tutor, John Reid.  And when the Revolutionary War comes to Jemima’s front door, she finds that appearances are not always to be believed and that in every person’s life comes the moment when she has to stand up for her beliefs, regardless of the consequences. Middle/high school.

Industrial Revolution and the early 1800’s

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Fever 1793. NY: Aladdin Paperbacks, 2000.  Mattie Cook lives with her widowed mother and grandfather above the coffee shop the family runs in Philadelphia.  Life is simple and good, but Mattie finds it all so boring and predictable.  Then disease ravages Philadelphia, and everyone is impacted.  When Mattie’s mother takes sick, she orders Mattie and her grandfather to leave town and head to a friend’s farm in the hope that fresh air will keep Mattie safe.  But Mattie never reaches the farm; on the road, both she and her grandfather succumb to the fever.  Although Mattie recovers, will she ever recover her loved ones and the life she once considered so mundane?  A great middle/high school read.

Avi. The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle.  NY: Avon Books, 1990.  Charlotte Doyle never expected to have her courage tested aboard the Seahawk; after all, she was a thirteen year old American girl who had been brought up “properly”.  However, when she finds herself caught between a ruthless sea captain and his long-suffering crew, she finds that she is old enough to know right from wrong, and she makes her choices accordingly.  How could Charlotte have known that following her conscience could put her life in danger? Middle/high school.

Bruchac, Joseph.  Sacajawea.  NY: Scholastic, 2000.  Sixteen-year-old Sacajawea, a Shoshone captive married to a French fur trader, joins the Lewis and Clark expedition on their exploration of the lands west of the Mississippi. In this text, she shares the storytelling of the great adventure with William Clark, who befriends her and later provides her son with a European education.  Sacajawea’s chapters are especially interesting in the way each is prefaced with a story from the Shoshone people and she weaves the stories into her experiences with Lewis and Clark. Middle/high school.

Collier, James and Christopher Collier. The Clock.  NY: Delacorte Press, 1992.  
Annie Steele wants to be a teacher; 

her father has decided she will do her family a greater good by going to work in the new woolen mill in town.  Subjected to sexual harassment at the hands of her employer, Annie tries to convince her father that life in the mills is not for her.  But her father, already heavily in debt because of his purchase of the inner works of the clock for which the novel is named, cannot afford to let Annie come home, and so the story becomes one of a young woman who becomes the victim of circumstances beyond her control: she cannot escape the mills because she cannot defy her father; she cannot defy her father because her society demands obedience to the patriarch of the family. Middle/high school.

Fox, Paula.  The Slave Dancer.  NY: Dell, 1973.  Jessie is kidnapped and forced to play his pipe aboard a slave ship to make the slaves “dance” so as to keep them in good physical condition. Elementary/middle school.

Johnson, C.  Middle Passage.  NY: Plume, 1991.  A newly freed slave in 1830 escapes wedlock and debts by stowing away on a ship.  Only too late he realizes it is a slave ship bound for African to bring back more slaves. Middle/high school.

O’Dell, Scott.  Island of the Blue Dolphins.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 1960.  This Newbury Award winning story of Karana, the Native American girl who spent eighteen years alone on the island of San Nicolas, is the fact-based story of the “Lost Woman of San Nicolas”.  However, the story of Karana in Blue Dolphins is one of adventure and courage in the face of loneliness and challenge.  Karana’s beloved younger brother is killed by a pack of wild dogs and she herself must defend herself against the pack, nature, and starvation.  Elementary/middle school.

O’Dell, Scott.  Zia.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1976.  Zia picks up the story of Karana as told by her niece, Zia, but this is more Zia’s story than Karana’s.  Like her aunt, Zia is very courageous in the face of obstacles; indeed, it is Zia’s desire to see Karana once in her life that puts Zia into a variety of situations that challenge her ability to preserve her own sense of right and wrong in the face of those who would keep her from searching out Karana.  Zia’s story takes place in California around the missions, and much of Zia considers the prejudice of the Anglos as they manipulate the Native American peoples “for their own good”.  Elementary/middle school.

Patterson, Katherine.  Lyddie.  NY: Lodestar Books, 1992.  In the 1840’s, young women who had to earn a living had limited choices.  For Lyddie, who is trying to help support her siblings and save the family farm, the choice is  to work in one of the mills in Lowell, Massachusetts.  Life is not easy, and Lyddie finds it will take all her physical/emotional will to survive.  Yet there are friends, time to share books and reading with others, and the wages that Lyddie hopes will eventually set her free from the will of her uncle who is determined to sell the farm and keep the money for himself. Middle/high school.

Rinaldi, Ann.  A Stitch in Time.  NY:  Scholastic, Inc, 1994.  Hannah Chelmsford  has always been the “glue” for her 

family: she was the one to take over the role of mother to her younger siblings; she was the one to whom 

her father turned as the spokeswoman of the family in societal affairs.  But when Hannah finds herself helping her younger sister elope against the wishes of her father, when she finds that she must be the one to stay at home while her father, brother, and sister journey into the west, she feels that she must create something to hold her family together.  In the pieces of the quilt she sends off with her two sisters, Hannah senses she is creating the one piece of history that may bring her family together again in the future. Middle/high school.

Rinaldi, Ann.  The Blue Door. NY: Scholastic, 1996.  The third book of The Quilt Trilogy, this is the story of Amanda Videau, granddaughter of Abigail Chelmsford, who must return to Massachusetts to meet the great-grandfather whose iron hand drove his own children to create lives of their own away from the influence of their father.  For Amanda, the trip to meet her great-grandfather is fraught with danger and full of despair, but the young Southerner finds a strength within herself that allows her to defend the girls who work in the Chelmsford Textile Mills against the greed of her great-grandfather. Middle/high school.

Rinaldi, Ann.  Wolf by the Ears.  NY: Scholastic, Inc, 1991.  “You can go north...pass as white.  You will be free, my daughter, free.”  Many historians have long believed that Thomas Jefferson fathered children with one of his slaves, Sally Hemings; this is the story of what might have happened to their daughter, Harriet.  Rinaldi speculates as to the dilemma Harriet would have been faced with as she considered the possibility of freedom in the north versus the reality of never seeing her parents again. Middle/high school.

Rinaldi, Ann.  The Education of Mary: A Little Miss of Color, 1832.  NY: Hyperion, 2000.  13-year-old Mary Harris narrates the story of the Canterbury Female Seminary, which became the first school to educate girls of color at the same level as the type of girl schools specifically developed by upper class white girls.  Prudence Crandall, the school’s headmistress, firmly believes that she must educate girls like Mary and her sister Sara—who actually look more white than black—and does so against the suggestions of her family and the townspeople of Canterbury, CT.  Racial tensions soon break out, the safety of the girls at the school is compromised, and wise beyond her years Mary must examine her own views about race, education, and the rights of women against this backdrop.  An excellent companion piece to Wolf By the Ears or The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle. Middle/high school.
Smith, Roland.  The Captain’s Dog: My Journey with the Lewis and Clark Tribe.    NY: Harcourt Brace, 1999.  Told by a dog named Seaman, this is the tale of the Lewis and Clark expedition.  Not corny, this is actually a solid historical AND scientific story about the search for the Northwest Passage. Middle/high school.

Westward migration/Pioneer life

Burks, Brian.  Soldier Boy.  San Diego: Harcourt Brace and Company, 1997.  Johnny “The Kid” McBane has made a name for himself as a boxer, but has to give it all up when he refuses to throw a fight.  Penniless and down on his luck, Johnny joins the cavalry, only to be sent west to fight with Custer against the Sioux. Middle/high school.

Burks, Brian.  Runs with Horses.  San Diego: Harcourt Brace and Company, 1995.  Runs with Horses is a member of the last Apache group continuing to resist capture by the United States army. Middle/high school.

Burks, Brian.  Wrango.  San Diego: Harcourt Brace and Company, 1999.  Former slave George McJunkin wants more for his family than basic survival, so he leaves him home and family and sets off to become one of the five thousand black cowboys who helped drive cattle up the Chisholm Trail. Middle/high school.

Hermes, Patricia.  Westward to Home: Joshua’s Oregon Trail Journey—Book 1 and A Perfect Place: Joshua’s Oregon Trail Diary—Book Two/ The My America Series.  (2001 & 2002). NY: Scholastic.  A boy’s version of the westward migration, these books chronicles Joshua’s adventures and concerns as he and his cousin’s family leave Missouri for a new home in the Willamette Valley in Oregon.  Their wagon train encounters its shares of challenges and adventures, and death is dealt with in these text.  However, the overall thrust of the series is to celebrate the pioneer life in all its facets.  Good upper elementary read.

Lasky, Kathryn. Beyond the Divide.  NY:  Simon and Schuster, 1983.  
When Meribah Simon’s father is shunned by 

the Amish community in which the family lives, he decides to look for a new future out west and Meribah chooses to leave with him because she shares his inability to live within the confines of the close-knit society.  Although the trip begins with high enthusiasm by all involved, Meribah and her father soon find out that the dangers of the western trails are real; even more challenging are the dangers created by those making the westward trek.  Meribah soon finds that every person might find the courage within herself to survive; one cannot always count on the goodness of others. Middle/high school.

Lasky, Kathryn.  The Bone Wars.  Simon and Schuster, 1991.  After his mother is murdered, a 13-year-old boy joins up with Custer’s army as a scout during Custer’s expedition through the Black Hills looking for gold.  Instead, dinasour bones are turned up, and suddenly, the government and various universities/archeologists scheme to take away the “worthless hills” from the Sioux nation. Middle/high school.

Massie, Elizabeth.  1870: Not with Our Blood.  New York: Tor, 1999.  In this story of an Irish family living in America, we follow Patrick, a young man who must take his father’s place after his father is killed at Gettysburg.  Struggling to pull his family out of poverty and protect them from the prejudice aimed at them because there are Irish, Patrick also has his own secret: he is saving money to go to college so that he can become a writer. Middle/high school.

Nixon, Joan Lowry.  A Family Apart.  NY: Bantam Books, 1987.  (Orphan Train Adventure Series)  A family of four youngster is on an orphan train headed west after their mother can no longer financially provide for them: the four-part book series describes each character’s individual story.  Elementary.

The Civil War

Armstrong, Jennifer.  The Dreams of Mairhe Mehan.  NY: Knopf, 1996.  After her brother goes to fight for the Union and the money with which it will reward him, Irish Mairhe finds herself the victim of horribly vivid dreams, almost as if she is seeing what her brother, Mike, is seeing as he fights to survive on the battlefield.  High school.

Armstrong, Jennifer. Mary Mehan Awake.  NY: Knopf, 1997.  In this sequel to The Dreams of Mairhe Mehan, the end of the war finds Mary, as she now calls herself, hardly more than a sleepwalker in her own life.  Aided by Walt Whitman, Mary moves to upstate New York to become a household domestic in the home of the Dorsett’s.  In this supportive environment, Mary slowly embraces life, and love, again.  High school.

Carbone, Elisa.  Stealing Freedom.  NY: Dell, 1998.  Based on the true story of Ann Maria Weems, this account follows her through her years of slavery and into the daring escape engineered by members of the underground railroad.  An excellent read for middle school students. Middle/high school.

Fleischman, Paul.  Bull Run.  NY: HarperCollins, 1994.  The first major battle of the Civil War, fought in Manassas, 

Virginia, is recalled through the voices of 16 participants.  Middle and High school

Hanson, Joyce.  Which Way Freedom? NY: Avon, 1992.  A young man escapes from slavery to join the black Union 

regiment and finds that racism and prejudice exist in many forms. Middle and high school.

Houston, Gloria.  Bright Freedom’s Song.  New York: Harcourt Brace, 1998.  Fourteen-year-old Bright Cameron, the daughter of Irish immigrants, becomes a willing conductor in the underground railroad because of her understanding of her father’s own past as an indentured servant and her friendship with former slave, Marcus. Middle/high school.

Hunt, Irene.  Across Five Aprils.  NY: Berkley, 1964.  In a moving story of family and self-awareness, a youth goes 

off to war and finds that nobility and courage are not always found on the battlefield.  Middle school.

Keith, Harold.  Rifles for Watie.  NY: Bantam, 1957.  As a 16-year-old spy during the Civil War, Jeff must decide which side he really wants to join. Middle/high school.

McKissack, Patricia and Fredrick.  Days of Jubilee.  NY: Scholastic, 2003.  Wonderful combination of text and photographic media that tells the history of and the end of slavery in the United States.  Middle school. 

Rinaldi, Ann. (1993). In My Father’ House.  New York: Scholastic.  In this very excellent story of one family’s experiences during the Civil War, we meet the McLean family, a family with the dubious distinction of owning the farm on which the first battle of the Civil War was fought and owning the home in which the treaty bringing the war to a halt would be signed.  Amidst all this, a father and daughter try to come to terms with each other. Middle/high school.

Rinaldi, Ann.  (1988).  The Last Silk Dress.  New York: Holiday House.  Desperate to help the Confederacy, Susan begins her own campaign to round up enough silk dresses so that Confederate troops can have their own balloon with which to spy on Union troops.  However, within this framework, Susan also gains greater knowledge about her family and the secrets they keep, secrets that could endanger the strong bonds that hold the family together. Middle/high school.

Rinaldi, Ann. (1998).  Cast Two Shadows.  NY: Gulliver Books.  When Caroline finds out that her brother, a Rebel soldier has been injured, she determines that she must retrieve him.  Accompanied by Melinda, a slave belonging to her father, Caroline learns of her true ancestry –that her mother was a slave her father seduced—and must decide how to live with this news. Middle/high school.

Rinaldi, Ann. (2002).  Numbering the Bones.  NY: Hyperion Books.  Everyone around Andersonville knows that Eulinda is the daughter of the master and his slave cook and this reality is a mixed blessing for Eulinda.  On one hand, it guarantees an easier life than most of the other slaves on the plantation, but it also brings the wrath of Mr. Hampton’s wife down on Eulinda regularly.  After Mrs. Hampton is responsible for selling off Eulinda’s little brother, Zeke, to get back at her husband, Eulinda’s older brother, Neddy, takes a ruby ring that belong to Mrs. Hampton and leaves to join the Yankee army.  When Neddy is captured and brought back to the infamous Andersonville prison, Eulinda tries to figure out what she can do to help him.  However, it is not until Neddy’s death and the arrival, at the end of the war, of Clara Barton to make sure that all of the dead are acounted for, that Eulinda understands how she can truly make Neddy’s sacrifices meaningful. A wonderful read for middle/high school.

Shura, Mary Francis.  Gentle Annie: The True Story of a Civil War Nurse.  NY: Scholastic, 1991.  This is the biography of Anna Blair Etheridge who was a nurse with the Army of the Potomac. Middle/high school.

The late 1800’s

McKissack, Patricia.  Run Away Home. NY: Scholastic Press, 1998.  11-year-old Sarah, an African-American girl living in 1888 Alabama, helps Sky, a young Apache, after he escapes from the train taking his people, including the great hero Geronimo, from holding camp to holding camp.  In return, Sky helps Sarah and her family deal with the white supremacists trying to force them off their land.  Elementary/middle school.

Rinaldi, Ann. (1999).  The Coffin Quilt: The Feud Between the Hatfields and the McCoys.  NY: Harcourt Brace.  Fanny McCoy has lived in fear and anger since the day in 1978 when a disagreement over a couple of pigs set into movement the disastrous and famous feud.  Further fueled by her beloved sister Roseanna’s elopement with Johnse Hatfield, the killings take on a more desperate pace, and Fanny seems to be the only one who understands how this bloodshed is destroying both families. Middle/high school.

1900 – 1920’s

Bunting, Eve.  SOS Titanic.  NY: Harcourt Brave, 1996.  In a story fairly in tune with the blockbuster movie “Titanic”, Barry puts his interest in Pegeen Flynn, a traveler in steerage, above his own safety during those tumultuous hours after the might ship hit the iceberg and began her descent into the icy Atlantic. Middle/high school.

Donnelly, Jennifer. A Northern Light. NY: Harcourt, 2003.16-year-old Maggie wants desperately to leave her small town life in in up-state New York for the college life waiting for her in New York City.  Convinced by her teacher that she has the makings of a great writer, Maggie goes to work at the Glenmoore on Big Moose Lake in order to earn enough money to leave home yet help to support her family before she leaves.  But the summer at the Glenmore forces Maggie to face a number of harsh and wonderful realities in life: the attention of handsome Royal, her friendship with African-American  Weaver, also eager to go to college, and most importantly the letters given to her by Grace, a young woman who subsequently drowns while out boating with her beau.  But is Grace’s death really an accident?  As Maggie reads Grace’s letters, she becomes convinced that Grace has been murdered.  This book is based on the same turn-of-the-century murder that Theodore Dreiser wrote about in An American Tragedy. A wonderful high school read.

Meyer, Carolyn.  The Royal Diaries: Anastasia, The Last Grand Duchess, 2001.  NY: Scholastic.  Anastasia was made famous by numerous movies telling of her daring escape from the Bolsheviks who wanted to kill her and her family.  This diary, which ends shortly before the Russian Royal family is murdered in 1918 at Ekaterinaburg, brings to life the youngest of the Tsar’s daughters and her concerns about her family and her country during the upheaval that was WWI and the Communist takeover of Russia.   Upper elementary/middle school.

The Roaring Twenties

Levine, Gail Carson.  Dave At Night.  NY: HarperTrophy, 1999.  When Dave’s father dies and his stepmother decides he’s just “too much money” to keep, Dave ends up at the strict Hebrew Home for Boys in Harlem.  But Dave quickly finds that the orphanage is just too oppressive, and on his escape, he meets Solly, Dora, and a smattering of famous Renaissance poets including Lanston Hughes who change his views on a great many parts of his life.  Elementary/ middle school.

The Depression

Curtis, Christopher Paul. (1999).  Bud, Not Buddy.  NY: Random House.  Four years on his own after his mother’s death, 10-year-old Bud Caldwell lives among the homeless in Flint, Michigan.  Following hints left him by his mother in a cardboard suitcase, Bud takes off for Flint, Michigan, searching for the famous musician Herman Calloway, on the assumption that Calloway is his father.  Elementary/middle school.

Denenberg, Barry.  Mirror, Mirror, On the Wall:  The Diary of Bess Brennan/The Perkins School for the Blind, 1932.  The Dear America Series.  (2002) NY: Scholastic.  When twelve-year-old Bess Brennan is blinded in a sledding accident, her uncle Ted decides that she should attend the Perkins School for the Blind so that she can both come to terms with her loss and figure out how to be an independent person once again.  Bess’s diary details just how this comes about, as well as the challenges inherent in learning Braille.  A lovely upper elementary/middle school read.

Hesse, Karen.  Out of the Dust.  NY: Scholastic, 1997.  14-year-old Billie Jo must come to terms with the loss of her mother and her home during the Dust Bowl that swept through Oklahoma and the Midwest in general.  Written entirely in poetic form, this story will create in the reader’s mind connections to Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath. Middle/high school.

Peck, Richard.  (1998). A Long Way from Chicago.  NY: Puffin Books.  Each summer Joey and his sister Mary Alice make the trip from Chicago to Grandma Dowdel’s place in rural Illinois.  And each year, they have an amazing adventure with their amazing grandmother.  Elementary/middle school.  

Holocaust
Aaron, Chester.  Gideon.  New York: Lippincott, 1982.  Chester Aaron, one of the American soldiers who helped liberate Dachau, creates the character of Gideon from a creative mind and a combination of stories told by those who were part of the factual events.  Gideon, a young Jewish boy, is exhorted by his father to live through the Holocaust at any cost; to accomplish this, he becomes a thief and, at one point, leads a gang of non-Jewish Poles.  After his parents' death (his father blows himself and a band of Nazis up with a grenade while his mother goes with Dr. Korczak and the Orphans' Home to the gas chambers at Treblinka), Gideon joins the Warsaw resistance and finally ends up in Treblinka where he is part of the famed camp break.  Middle/high school.

Baylis White.  Sheltering Rebecca.  New York: Lodestar Books, 1989. Sally, a young English girl, is asked to look after a new girl in her school who, it turns out, is a refugee from Hitler's Germany.  Through the blossoming friendship with Rebecca, Sally begins to understand what it means for a young Jewish girl like Rebecca to leave her family behind to a fate that is all but certain and move to a place where people take their many freedoms for granted.  There is an excellent passage where Rebecca takes her teacher to task for assigning "The Merchant of Venice". Middle/high school.

Cormier, Robert.  Tunes for Bears to Dance to. New York: Delacorte Press, 1992.  Eleven year old Henry discovers evil in post-WWII America when his boss, Mr. Hairston, a bigot who makes fun of anyone whose ethnic background is unlike his, tries to talk Henry into destroying the wood carvings of Mr. Levine.  Mr. Levine is a Holocaust survivor who lost his entire family to the Nazis; his therapy for dealing with this is his recreation of the village in which he grew up and raised his family.  Henry's sympathies are with Mr. Levine, but Mr. Hairston's blackmail is frightening. This is an excellent "skinny" book for dealing with prejudice and intolerance, especially for younger adolescents who are learning that there are many ways to destroy a human being's self-respect.  

Greene, Betty.  Summer of My German Soldier.  New York: Dial, 1973. When a young Jewish girl in the American South befriends a German prisoner of war, she is not thinking of his actions against "her people" in Europe; she is simply reaching out to another human being who is lonely and frightened.  But when the prisoner escapes and it is later found out that the girl has helped him, no one understands except the family's colored housekeeper, herself a victim of intolerance. Middle/high school.

Kerr, Judith.  When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit.  New York: Coward, McCann & Geoghegan, Inc., 1971.  Anna was a carefree nine-year-old in 1933, far too busy playing to notice the methodical march of Adolf Hitler toward his goal of ethnic cleansing.  But when her father, a drama critic, disappears one day and the rest of the family is rushed out of Germany to Switzerland and the life of a refugee--leaving Anna's beloved pink rabbit behind--Anna begins to understand what it means to be Jewish in Europe, and begins the long trek with her family to freedom in England. Elementary/middle school.

Kerr, M.E.  Gentlehands.  New York: Harper & Row Publishers, 1978. When Buddy Boyle, a middle-class teen, falls in love with upper class Skye Pennington, he realizes that he's going to need something with which to impress her; that becomes his grandfather, a man he hardly knows who is rich, sophisticated and cultured.  As Buddy gets to know him, he is impressed by his grandfather's gentleness with animals and his regret over how he has failed Buddy's mother.  Then a newspaper article is published claiming that Grandfather is actually a former Nazi named Gentlehands whose cruel psychological torment of prisoners in Auschwitz--he played excerpts from the opera "Tosca" to torment the Italian prisoners--and Buddy must decide between his budding love for his grandfather and his sense of right and wrong. Middle/high school.

Laird, Christa.  Shadow of the Wall.  New York: Greenwillow Books, 1989.  The Orphan's Home in the Warsaw Ghetto and its founder Dr. Janusz Korczak became the lifeline for many young children during the years 1939-1942.  In this fictional account of the orphanage and its brave residents, we see the world through the eyes of Misha and his younger sister Rachel as they work to survive the cruelty of the Nazis and the Poles who worked against their salvation.  The heroism of the good doctor and his mainstay, Mrs. Stefa, are plotted against the work of children like Misha who try to help themselves, loved ones on the outside of the orphanage, and the Jewish resistance.  In the end, Rachel, Dr. Korczak, and Mrs. Stefa die in the gas chambers of Treblinka, but Misha is left to carry on his work and to bear witness to the bravery on those who lived in the Orphan's Home. Middle/high school.

Lowry, Lois.  Number the Stars.  NY: Bantam, 1989.  Ten-year-old Annemarie and her Danish family help shelter a Jewish girl during the German occupation.  When it becomes clear, though, to the Danish citizenry that the Nazis mean to decimate the Jewish population, the country decides it is time to help the entire Jewish population country escape the country.  Elementary/middle school.

Magorian, Michelle.  Good Night, Mr. Tom.  NY: HarperTrophy, 1981.  An abused boy from London is taken in by an elderly man in rural England during the bombing raids of London.  But as both have learned to trust and love each other, the boy’s alcoholic mother insists that the boy be returned to her. Middle/high school.

Matas, Carol.  Daniel’s Story.  NY: Scholastic, 1993.  Daniel describes his imprisonment in a concentration camp and his eventual liberation.  (This text was written by Matas to go along with the main exhibit for children at the Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C.)  

Matas, Carol.  Lisa’s War.  NY: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1987.  Jewish teens in Denmark, Lisa and her brother courageously distribute leaflets against the Germans and eventually become involved in armed resistance. Middle/high school.

Mazer, Norma Fox.  Good Night, Maman.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1999.  Karin Levi’s world is destroyed as the Germans march on Paris.  Survival presents itself in the form of two tickets on a boat bound for America, but Karin knows that if she opts for survival, she may never see her parents again. Middle/high school.

Orlev, Uri.  The Man From the Other Side. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1991.  Marek, a young Polish boy living in Warsaw during World War II, finds himself at a crossroads.  Expected to help his stepfather smuggle food and weapons into the Ghetto, he rebels against the hypocrisy he feels his stepfather is acting on and helps two other boys "shakedown" a Jewish man.  When his mother finds out, she proceeds to tell him some of the truths of his life: that his father was a Jewish communist who died in prison defending his political beliefs, that his stepfather married his mother knowing about her prior marriage, and that his stepfather really would like to have a "real" father-son relationship.  Then, Marek spies a man who crosses himself backwards, and his subsequent involvement with Korek brings Marek into a better understanding of his own family as well as what the lives of Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto was really like. Middle/high school.

Provost, Gary and Gail Levine-Provost.  David and Max. New York: The Jewish Publication Society, 1988.  Twelve year old David idolizes his grandfather, Max Levene.  Max is everything a grandpa should be: sensitive, fun, clever and well-read.  So when Max tells David that he has just seen a friend who he thought had died forty years before, David accepts that and determines that he will find B.B. for his grandfather.  This search, in turn, leads David to a greater understanding of the Holocaust, of which his grandfather is a survivor, and the real horror of it.  Until a talk with his grandfather about the Holocaust, David had only a hazy sense of death camps and Jewish hardship.  After Max speaks out, David comes to an understanding of how his immediate family has been impacted, and he also begins to understand that survivors responded to their liberation in a variety of means. Middle/high school.

Rylant, Cynthia.  I Had Seen Castles.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1993.  A young man wants to join the war effort but soon discovers that war doesn’t carry the heroism he expected. Middle/high school.

Yolen, Jane.  Briar Rose.  NY: Tom Doherty.  Yolen uses the fairy-tale form of Sleeping Beauty to write about the ramifications of the Holocause and the death and rebirth of the German people. Middle/high school.

Thoene, Bodie.  The Zion Chronicles (Series of five books). Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers, 1980-1988.  This series follows a group of Jewish Holocaust survivors who emigrate to Israel to Palestine and fight for their survival as well as the country's in the years immediately following the Holocaust. Middle/high school.

Thoene, Bodie.  The Zion Covenant (Series of four books).  Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers, 1989-1993.  This series, though written after The Zion Chronicles, chronicles the lives of some of the Israeli Jews in the years prior to and during the Holocaust. Middle/high school.

Uris, Leon.  Exodus.  Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1958.  While this is mainly the story of Israel and its becoming a nation, the individual stories of the people who fought to create the nation have distinct connections to the Holocaust.  In addition, the story also looks at the intolerance developing in the region between Jew and Muslim, and the inefficient management of Palestine at the hands of the British which helped to fan the fires of hatred. Middle/high school.

Uris, Leon.  Mila 18. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1961.  In this moving story of the Warsaw ghetto and the Jews who formed the resistance against the Nazi, Uris gives the reader vivid characters to cheer for, even though most readers know the outcome before they even begin.  The novel focuses more closely on the resistance fighters than other fictional books have, and provides students with examples of Jews who are not seen as passively accepting their fate. Middle/high school.

Voigt, Cynthia.  David and Jonathan.  New York: Scholastic, Inc., 1992.  Henry and Jonathan have been good friends since childhood, even though their families are not ones who might normally interact: Jon and his family are Jewish while Henry and his parents are typical WASPs.  The two boys feel that nothing could ever shake their friendship, but the arrival of David, Jon's cousin, who survived the Holocaust by passing as a non-Jewish German, severely tests its survival.  David, who has been treated by an army of psychiatrists and other specialists, has not been able to deal with the guilt of living through the Holocaust while every other member of his immediate family was killed.  Subsequently, David seems bent on making his American relatives "pay" for their survival, also.  Although Henry wants to be sympathetic to David because of what he has been through, he soon realizes that David has also been destroyed by the Nazis but in a much different way; his humanity has been forfeited and he has become, in many ways, as evil as the system which created him.

NOTE: This is a novel for older adolescents and it is probably one that teachers should conference with students about as the students read.  David is not a sympathetic Holocaust survivor, and the reader must come to an understanding that there are many ways to destroy a person's humanity.

Wiesel, Elie.  Night.  New York: Penguin Books, 1981.  One of the most powerful books to come from the Holocaust, Night is the autobiographical story of Wiesel, his family, and their destruction in Auschwitz at the hands of the Nazis.  The chronicle of life in Auschwitz is horrifying in its vividness, and few readers come away from this story untouched; in addition, the boy's alternating feelings of guilt and love make his situation even more tragic, especially for the young reader who can relate to the main character. High school.

Wiesel, Elie.  Twilight.  New York: Penguin Books, 198, 217 pages.  In this somewhat sequel to Night, Wiesel considers the life of Holocaust and concentration camp survivors and the guilt they feel because of surviving or because the death of an ailing family member allowed them to be more selfish about their own existence.  Flashbacks to the Holocaust experience recreate the sense of horror.  High school.

Yolen, Jane.  The Devil’s Arithmetic.  (See FANTASY)

World War II

Cormier, Robert.  Heroes.  NY: Laurel-Leaf, 1998.  Francis goes to war and returns without a face.  In his shock and anger, he decides that he has no life to look forward to, and determines to get his revenge upon the man, his childhood hero, who made going to war look so good. Middle/high school.

Elliott, L. M. Under A War-Torn Sky.  (2001).  NY: Hyperion.  Nineteen-year-old Henry Forester, an aviator for the Allies during WWII, faces a number of adventures after he is shot down.  Aided by the French underground, Henry tries to escape back to Britain, but it is a difficult venture.  Henry learns a great deal about himself, his parents, his comrades, and those connected to the underground as he makes his way around France.  A great middle/high school read.

Vietnam War

Hamilton, Virginia.  Plain City.  NY: Scholastic, 1994.  A 12-year-old learns that her father is not MIA in VietNam 

but is alive and living in her hometown.  Both must then struggle with the effects of the war on the father. Middle/high school.

Myers, Walter Dean.  Fallen Angels.  NY: Scholasic, 1988.  This story of five young soldiers presents a true-to-life 

account of the VietNam War. High School.

Paterson, Katherine.  Park’s Quest.  NY: Lodestar Books, 1988.  11-year-old Park visits the VietName Wall Memorial and then travels to Virginia to his grandfather’s farm to learn more about his father who died in the war.  But the farm holds additional questions that Park must respond to before he can truly be at peace with his father’s memory. Elementary/Middle school.

America 1960’s

Curtis, Christopher Paul.  The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963.  NY: Yearling, 1995.  The Watson family live in Flint, Michigan, and as a family they have all the special quirks that only relatives can appreciate. But when older brother Byron, who seems to be on the road to delinquency, goes beyond what even his parents can tolerate with good humor, the family is bound for Birmingham, where Grandma Sands lives, and where Byron will spent the summer.  But no one could have ever expected how their lives would be impacted by the journey to Alabama and the events of a Sunday morning.  Wonderful middle school read.

Krisher, Truly.  Spite Fences. NY: Laurel-Leaf, 1994.  Maggie lives in Kinship, GA on the poor side of town.  A loner with a mind of her own, Maggie has friends among the Black population of Kinship, a move guaranteed to place her on the outs with her mother, especially in light of her younger sister Gardenia’s recent triumph in the Hayes County Little Miss Contest.  Maggie additionally finds her relationship with her mother strained when she realizes that she is the only one who can prove the atrocities of the KKK against her friend Zeke.  A wonderful middle/high school text.

Vecinana-Suarez, Ana. Flight to Freedom. NY: Orchard Books. Yara Garcia and her family must leave Communist Cuba in the wake of Fidel Castro’s “reforms” of the middle class.  Although her father promises that the move to America will be temporary, Yara finds that life in America is strange and exciting.  And as Yara becomes comfortable with her new life, her father becomes less happy, worrying that his family of women will become too independent to be good Cuban women.  An excellent read for middle school.

Weaver, Beth Nixon.  Rooster.  NY: Winslow Press, 2001.  Kady, the daughter of poor orange growers, thinks she’s in love with Jon, the boy who loves her violet eyes, takes her on romantic boat rides, and buys her beautiful things.  But her romance is complicated by several factors: Jon lies fairly frequently and is way too fond of sharing his homemade chocolate brownies (the year is 1969 for those of you who need a hint); her mentally handicapped neighbor, Rooster, considers her to be a mother substitute; and Rooster’s brother, Tony, forces Kady to work on her social consciousness as he shares with her his family’s life in Cuba and their escape in the mid 60’s.  Add to this that Kady’s mother refuses to understand her at all and Grampsie, who is slowly losing her mind, is fixated on Walter Cronkite, who speaks to her from the television.  A delightful coming of age story for middle and high school age students.

Horror

A note: Christopher Pike and R. L. Stine easily make up the bulk of this category.  However, because their plots are so similar from book to book, these texts will not be reviewed. 

Avi.  Wolf Rider.  NY: Bantam, 1990.  After a mysterious phone call, a teen decides that he is the only one to prevent a murder…but can he find the potential victim before the venomous and anonymous phone caller? Middle/high school.

Avi.  The Man Who Would be Poe.  NY: Bantam, 1988.  Two frightened children turn to the tormented author when first their mother, then their aunt disappears in Baltimore.   Elementary/middle school.

Cohen, Daniel.  Raising the Dead.  NY: Cobblehill Books, 1997.  This non-fiction text tells the tales behind some of the great horror stories of all time.  If you want to know where the idea of Frankenstein might have been founded in science, what happened to Evita Peron’s mummified body, this is the book for you!

Duncan, Lois.  Daughters of Eve.  NY: Bantam, 1979.  A teacher manipulates high school girls with frightening results.  Middle school.

Duncan, Lois.  I Know What You Did Last Summer.  NY: Bantam, 1980.  Four high school students accidentally kill 

a child and make a pact never to tell.  But now, someone who seems to know they “did it” is making their lives miserable.  Can they find out who knows…before they’re all punished?  Middle school.

Duncan, Lois.   Summer of Fear.  NY: Bantam, 1977.  When her cousin’s parents are killed in a car accident, Jodie’s 

parents invite the cousin to come and live with the family.  But how is Jodie supposed to act when her cousin attempts to seduce both her boyfriend and her father?  And why do strange things keep happening to Jodie and her mom?  Middle school.

Duncan, Lois.  Gallows Hill.  New York: Delacorte Press, 1997.  When Sarah Zoltanne is asked to tell fortunes at her new school’s carnival, she  opens up a can of worms concerning witchcraft, religious zealotry, and relationships that threatens not only her relationship with her mother but also her life. Middle/high school.

Duncan, Lois.  Killing Mr. Griffin.  NY: Bantam, 1982.  Mr. Griffin, a high school English teacher, really drives his 

students’ crazy with his demands for great content and perfect mechanics.  So when a group of students decide to play a trick on their teacher, they never expect it to end in murder. Middle/high school.

Kehrent, Peg.  Horror at the Haunted House.  NY: Simon and Schuster, 1992.  During a dramatic performance, Ellen is contacted by the ghost of one of the former occupants of the house.  Elementary/middle school.

VandeVelde, Vivian.  There’s a Dead Person Following My Sister Around.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1999.  Ted’s life is as bad as he thinks it can be…until the day he realizes that there ARE ghosts and they’re following his little sister around…as a way to get to him!  Elementary.

Humor

Abbott, Tony.  Cracked Classics-Dracula: Trapped in Transylvania.  NY: Hyperion, 2002.  Devin and Francine consider themselves to be typical teens, which translates for them into being bored with school and obnoxious to their teachers.  But when their English teacher sends them to the library to better research Dracula, the students are transported into the book and into the adventure of a lifetime.  A fun read for upper elementary and reluctant middle school students.

Angell, Judie.  Leave the Cooking to Me.  NY: Bantam Books, 1990.  Shirley tries to keep her catering business a secret from her mother which causes some complicated situations. Elementary/middle school.

Avi.  Romeo and Juliet Together (And Alive!) at Last.  NY: Orchard Books.  Two junior high students find romance 

through a staging of Shakespeare’s classic play.  Elementary/middle school.

Ferris, Jean.  Love Among the Walnuts OR: How I Saved My Family from Being Poisoned.  NY: Penguin, 2000.  Sandy Huntington-Ackerman, the sheltered son of a multi-millionaire and his actress wife, is forced to take a stand against his evil uncles when they poison his parents, his butler’s beloved wife, and the family chicken (don’t ask). Middle/high school.

Fulghum, Robert.  All I Really Needed to Know I Learned in Kindergarten.  NY: Villard Books, 1987.  Fulghum 

shows us how most of our important values originated with our youthful days.

Fulghum, Robert.  It Was on Fire When I Lay Down on It.  NY: Villard Books, 1989.  The author recounts weddings, his travels, and his son’s ability to be a single parent with morality and humor.

Hoeye, Micheal.  Time Waits for No Mouse.  NY: Putman and Sons, 2002.  Hermux Tantamoq, mouse/watchmaker, leads a nice, normal, routine life until the morning the mysterious Linka Perflinger comes to his store and asks him to fix her beloved watch, because, she notes “danger can occur in minutes, seconds, and not having a timepiece that tells the actual time can cause serious problems.”  Intrigued, Hermux fixes the watch and then, as he tries to return it, watches as Linka is kidnapped by a mean looking rat and his cronies.  The adventure Hermux is flung into shakes his notions about his life forever.  A charming read for upper elementary/middle school readers.

Korman, Gordon. Son of the Mob. NY: Hyperion, 2002.  Vince Luca just wants to be a normal teenager; no easy feet when your dad is a mob boss and your mother thinks she’s June Cleaver.  Then Vince finds himself in a steamy clutch with Kendra Bightly and decides to just ignore his family situation and enjoy the romance.  But when Kendra reveals that her father is an FBI agent, Vince puts two and two together and realizes that Kendra’s dad is the agent sent to put his dad away.  Middle/lower high school read.

Kormann, Gordon.  No More Dead Dogs. NY: Hyperion, 2000.   Wallace Wallace tells the truth about his teacher’s favorite book Old Shep, My Pal in a book report, and when given detention, cannot force himself to write anything else than another report that tells the honest, unforgivable truth about why he had to write the book report the way he did.  Now he’s stuck watching the school drama club bring the hated book to the stage, and when he starts to give the actors and actresses advice on their lines and how to “snazz” up the play, it spells big trouble for everyone!  A delightful read for middle schoolers.

Kormann, Gordon.  A Semester in the Life of a Garbage Bag.   Raymond Jardine can’t catch a break; he knows the 

gods are out to get him.  So when we gets a chance to win a trip to Theamopolous, the famed lucky Greek isle, he is determined to go at any cost.  And the cost is high, mainly for his English partner, Sean! Middle/high school.

Korman, Gordon.  Son of Interflux.  NY: Point fiction, 1986.  Hilarity ensues when Simon, the son of the owner of the Interflux company leads his high school in an organized strike against the company. Creating an alter ego to go head-to-pocketbook against his father, Simon knows that he is the only person who can save his school from being swallowed up by his father’s excesses.  Middle/high school.

Korman, Gordon.  Don’t Care High.  NY: Point fiction, 1985.  Paul Abrams can’t believe the school he finds himself in; the students and teachers of Don Carey High simply go through the motions, probably why the school has earned the nickname “Don’t Care High.”  So Paul decides to shake things up, most importantly, by running Mike Otis for student body president without Mike’s knowledge.  Middle/high school.

Lowry, Lois.  The One Hundredth Thing About Caroline.  1983.  Caroline and her brother erroneously think they are 

targeted to be murder victims at the hands of their mother’s boyfriend. Middle school.
Paulsen, Gary.  Harris and Me: A Summer Remembered.  NY: Bantam Doubleday, 1993.  Autobiographical story of Paulsen’s summer spent with his cousin Harris, notable for a variety of pranks, life-lessons, and developing friendships. Elementary/middle school.

Spinelli, Jerry.  Who Put That Hair in My Toothbrush?  NY: Dell, 1984.  Sibling rivalry brings hilarious results.  Elementary/middle school.

Townsend, Sue.  The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole, Aged 13 ¾ .  NY: Avon, 1984.  British teen Adrian Mole tells in humorous style the trials and tribulations of being an adolescent.  (Two more books follow in the series.) Middle/high school.

Zable, Rona.  Landing on Marvin Gardens.  NY: Bantam, 1989.  Financially destitute, 15-year-old Katie and her mother reluctantly move in with eccentric Aunt Rose, who is both an inspiration and an embarrassment. Middle/high school.

Interdisciplinary Studies

Art

Cole, Brock.  Celine.  NY: Farrar Straus Giroux, 1989.  Celine considers a career as an artist while trying to cope with a 24-year-old stepmother and the antics of a neighbor’s child. Middle/high school.

Plummer, Louise.  My Name is Sus5an Smith.  The 5 is Silent.  NY: Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1991.  Susan wishes to pursue her career as an artist, but then an uncle from the past reappears in her life and forces her to reconsider her life and her place in the family. Middle/high school.

Dance

Voigt, Cynthia.  Come a Stranger.  NY: Simon and Schuster, 1986.  As the only African American in a ballet camp, Mine must come to terms with a lost career dream while becoming entangled with a married minister. Middle/high school.

Music

Brooks, Bruce.  Midnight Hour Encore.  NY: Harper Trophy, 1986.  A talented 16-year-old cellist asks her father if he will take her to San Francisco to audition for a prestigious music school…and meet the mother who abandoned her years before to pursue her own life and career. Middle/high school.

Paterson, Katherine.  Come Sing, Jimmy Jo.  NY: Avon Books, 1985.  Jimmy Jo becomes a country singing star and must balance stage, school, and home.  Elementary/middle school. 

Willey, Margaret.  Facing the Music.  NY: Delacorte Press, 1996.  Lisa tries to deal with her mother’s death through her love of music. Middle/high school.

Science

Dickinson, Peter. Eva.  NY: Bantam, 1990.  After Eva’s body is irreparably damaged in a car accident, her parents allow her brain to be put into the body of a chimpanzee named Kelly.  The text follows Eva’s realization that while she is intellectually a human, the natural side of her new person forces her to consider the consequences of animal experimentation and controlled living on the animals involved. Middle/high school.

Klass, David.  California Blue.  NY: Scholastic, 1994.  A 17-year-old male discovers a new type of butterfly in the forest.  His initial excitement fades when he realizes that he may have helped environmentalists close the mill his father works at, causing problems for all involved. Middle/high school.

Taylor, Theodore.  The Hostage.  When a teenage boy and his family capture a killer whale and make plans to sell it to a Hollywood sea park in order to save their fishing business, issues surface regarding animal freedom, scientific studies, and public entertainment. Middle/high school.

Mystery

Byars, Betsy.  The Dark Stairs.  NY: Penguin Boos, 1994.  Herculeah helps her mother, a PI, solve a mystery.  Middle school.

Glenn, Mel.  Who Killed Mr. Chippendale?  A Mystery in Poems.  NY: Lodestar Books, 1996.  Students and faculty members share their memories of Mr. Chippendale, an English teacher, while the reader tries to discover which of the poets is the murderer.  High School.

Nixon, Joan Lowry.  The Other Side of Dark.  NY: Delacorte, 1986.  When 17-year-old Stacy awakens from a four-year-long coma, she gradually starts to remember the person who physically assaulted her and killed her mother. Middle/high school.

Snicket, Lemony.  The Beaudelaire Orphans series: The Bad Beginning, The Wide Window, The Reptile Room, The Miserable Mill, The Austure Academy.  (1999-2001).  NY: HarperCollins.  The Beaudelaire Orphans, Violet, Klaus, and Sunny, undergo agonizing adventures escaping their evil Uncle Olaf, who wants to kill them for their family fortune.  But through great intelligence and ingenuity and, yes, a little luck, the children consistently outsmart Olaf and his evil henchpeople.  This is a wonderful series for upper elementary and middle school, and is a great way to teach children the connotations of words and phrases because of the delightful narration of Lemony Snicket.

Van Draanen, Wendelin. Sammy Keyes and the Hotel Thief.  New York: Knopf.  Sammy doesn’t mean to, but she always manages to get herself into the middle of a mystery.  Middle School.

Voigt, Cynthia.  The Vandemark Mummy.  NY: Fawcett Juniper, 1991.  Phineas and his sister try to uncover why a mummy has disappeared from a museum.  Middle/High School.

Poetry 

Adoff, Arnold.  Slow Dance Heartbreak Blues.  NY: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Blues, 1995.  Acne, romance, drugs, and street violence are topics in this collection.

Glenn, Mel.  Who Killed Mr. Chippendale?  A Mystery in Poems.  NY: Lodestar Books, 1996.  Students and faculty members share their memories of Mr. Chippendale, an English teacher, while the reader tries to discover which of the poets is the murderer.

Kerouac, Jack.  Book of Blues.  NY: Penguin Books, 1995.  Kerouac’s beat generation poetry.

Kock, Kenneth and Kate Farrell.  Talking to the Sun: An Illustrated Anthology of Poems for Young People.  NY: Henry Holt, 1985.

Korman Gordan and Bernice Korman.  The Last-Place Sports Poems of Jeremy Bloom: A Collection of Poems about Winning, Losing and Being a Good Sport (Sometimes).  NY: Scholastic, 1996.  Jeremy, a middle schooler, seems to have a winning team on each sport until his English teacher shows up and ruins the event.  He records his traumas in humorous lyric style.

Lourie, Dick and Mark Pawlak.  Smart Like Me—High School Age Writing from the Sixties to Now.  Brooklyn, NY: Hanging Loose Press, 1989.  The title says it all.

Proimos, James.  If I Were In Charge the Rules Would Be Different! NY: Scholastic Press, 2002.  A humorous book of poems about being a “real” kid.

Rocklin, Joanne.  For Your Eyes Only.  NY: Scholastic Press, 1997.  Mr. Moffatt, a sixth grade teacher, often writes poems or sayings on his Monday morning chalkboard.  This book includes Lucy’s and Andy’s poetic, pictorial, and journal-written responses to the chalkboard sayings.

Silverstein, Shel.  A Light in the Attic.  NY: Harper and Row, 1981.  The classic poetry book for all ages.

Silverstein, Shel.  Falling Up: Poems and Drawings.  NY: HarperCollins, 1996.  More classic poetry book from the master poet.

Sones, Sonya. What My Mother Doesn’t Know. NY: Simon and Schuster, 2002.  Written in poetic form, this is a delightful story in poems of Sophie’s first, second, and third loves.  A charming read for girls in middle and high school. 

Soto, Gary.  Neighborhood Odes.  NY: Scholastic, 1992.  A male teen describes his Latino neighborhood in poetic form.

Science Fiction

Anderson, M.T. Feed. NY: Candlewick Press, 2002.  Titus lives in a futuristic society where the majority of the American population is hook up to “feeds,” transmitters implanted directly into the brain which eventually integrate themselves into nerves, muscles, etc.  Feeds also tell people where to shop, how to get the best deals, how to choose the ultimate vacation spots.  Titus and his friends never question the feeds...until they meet a girl who is capable of fighting the feed.  Intrigued and a bit scared by Violet, Titus and his friends draw her into their world, with disastrous results.  A strangely interesting read, the plot doesn’t really kick in until about halfway through the book.  But when it does, it has great potential to get students in the class to talk about ways in which the future is already here, and how we all may be very much in a “feed” world.  (High school.)

Card, Orson Scott.  Ender’s Game.  NY: Tom Doherty Associates, 1986.  Ender Wiggins is a manufactured child prodigy in the study of warfare.  Taken from the sister who loves him, Ender finds himself fighting his peers as well as computer generated enemies in preparation for the ultimate battle. Middle/high school.

Fuller, Kimberly.  Home.  New York: Tor, 1997.  After Maran and her friends witness a mysterious streak blazing across they sky, they are determined to find out what it really is.  What they discover is a young man known as the Traveler who convinces them that he is from this planet but was sent off into space to survive the invasion of a group of barbarian determined to obliterate his people.  How Maran deals with this news and the traveler is found in this marvelous tale of “What if?s.” Middle/high school.

Gould, Steven.  Jumper.  NY: Tor, 1992.  17-year-old Davy uses teleportation to “jump” as a means of escaping abuse and then finds it convenient for dating, financial support, revenge, capturing terrorists, and evading government agents. Middle/high school.

Gould, Steven.  Wildside.  NY: Tor, 1996.  Charlie finds the door to another world, a world where passenger pigeons and saber-toothed tigers still exist.  A born entrepreneur, Charlie enlists his friends in a money-making scheme selling passenger pigeons and mining for gold that will make them all rich.  But can they outsmart the CIA, FBI, and their parents as they pursue their goals? Middle/high school.

L’Engle, Madeleine.  A Wrinkle in Time.  NY: Dell, 1968.  This time-warp story includes family togetherness amidst great humor.  Elementary/middle school.

Lowry, Lois.  The Giver.  NY: Houghton Mifflin, 1993.  On Jonas’ 12th birthday, he is chosen to be the Receiver, the one person in his world who will be given all of the memories of pleasure and pain from the Giver.  But this job holds challenges that will test Jonas’ resolve and force him to make decisions that could impact not only him but the entire social structure of his world. Middle school.

Nix, Garth.  Shade’s Children.  NY: HarperTrophy, 1997.  Absolutely phenomenal book about a futuristic city where overlords have decreed that no child live a day past her fourteenth birthday.  On that day, the brain of the child is harvested and used to create creatures that kill on command.  A few children lucky enough to escape are part of a daring plan to bring the overlords down, but can they really trust Shade, the once man, now hologram intelligence that leads them?  High school.

O’Brien, Robert.  Z for Zachariah.  NY: Atheneum, 1975.  A young girl seems to be the only person alive after a nuclear bombing.  However, she finds that another person, a man she will soon find to be a tyrant, could jeopardize her tenuous safety.  Middle/high school.

Skurzynski, Gloria.  (1997).Virtual War.  Simon and Schuster.  On the Earth of the future, people live in biodomes, 

eat soybean generated food, and fight their wars on the computer.  Three adolescents, Corgan, Sharla and Brig, must team up and, using their unique physical and mental abilities, fight a vitual reality war in order to take the Isle of Hiva from the enemy. Middle/high school.

Sleater, William.  Intersteller Pig.  NY: E. P. Dutton, 1984.  Barney becomes too involved with his new hid neighbors after they introduce him to a game called Interstellar Pig.  When he finally realizes that this game has far-reaching repercussions for Earth and tries to get out of the game, it is too late. Middle/high school.

Sleater, William.  Singularity.  NY: E. P. Dutton, 1987.  When the twins find the mysterious building at their recently departed uncle’s home, they become immersed in a frightening  phenomenon that allows them to age…in minutes.  Middle school.

Sleater, William.  Duplicate.  NY: E. P. Dutton, 1989.  Want to have two of yourself on those days when there are too many people to see, too many activities in which to participate, too much homework to finish?  Find out what happens when a teenaged boy does.  Middle school.

Collection of Short Stories

Armstrong, Jennifer, ed.  Shattered: Stories of Children and War.  NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 2002.  This edited collection features short stories by acclaimed Young Adult authors M.E. Kerr, Gloria Miklowitz, Graham Salisbury, and Suzanne 

Fisher Staples, to name a few.  Each story, dealing with various wars in the history of the 19th and 20th centuries, provides insight into how difficult it is to be a child during war time, how painful it is so suffer the loss of  loved ones, how bewildering it is for children who do not see the gray areas of war.  The majority of the stories do not have satisfying conclusions, which is at once both frustrating for the reader and necessary to evoke the sense of the wastefulness and frustration of war.  A solid read.  Middle/high school.

Bauer, Marion Dane, ed.  Am I Blue? Coming Out from the Silence.  HarperCollins, 1994.  Excellent stories of teens coming out and coming to terms with being gay.

Breiham, Carl.  Wild Women of the West.  NY: Signet, 1982.  

Brooks, Bruce.  All That Remains: 3 Stories. NY: Atheneum, 2001.  Three novellas of adolescents dealing with death.

Chen, Jeffrey Paul, Frank Chin, Lawson Furas Inade and Shawn Wong.  The Big AIIIEEEEE!  An Anthology of Chinese American and Japanese American Literature.  NY: Penguin, 1991.

Cisneros, Sandra.  Woman Hollering Creek and Other Stories.  NY: Random House, 1991.

Cofer, Judith Ortiz. An Island Like You. NY: Penguin, 1995. A series of short stories about Latina/os of Puerto Rican descent.  Excellent. High School.

Cormier, Robert.  Eight Plus One: Stories by Robert Cormier.  NY: Bantam Doubleday, 1991.

Coville, Bruce, ed.  A Glory of Unicorns.  NY: Scholastic, 1998.  Twelve fantasy stories about unicorns.

Crutcher, Chris.  Athletic Shorts.  NY: Greenwillow Books, 1989.  The amazing short story collection by one of our greatest adolescent authors.

Emra, Bruce.  Coming of Age; Short Stories about Youth and Adolescence.  Lincolnwood, IL: National Textbook Company, 1995.

Gallo, Donald, ed.  Join In: Multiethnic Short Stories by Outstanding Writers.  NY: Bantam Doubleday, 1990.

Gallo, Donald, ed.  Sixteen Short Stories by Outstanding Writers for Young Adults.  NY: Delacorte Press, 1984.

Gallo, Donald, ed.  Ultimate Sports.  NY: Delacorte Press, 1995.

Gallo, Donald, ed.  Visions: Nineteen Short Stories by Outstanding Writers.  NY: Delacorte Press, 1984.

Gallo, Donald, ed.  Time Capsule; Short Stories about Teenagers throughout the 20th Century.  NY: Delacorte Press, 

1995.  Stories by some of our favorite authors.

Gallo, Don, ed. On the Fringe.  (2001).  NY: PenguinPutnam.  Fabulous collection of short stories about kids on the “fringe”, kids who don’t make the popular groups, kids ostracized because of poverty, sexual identity, etc.  Of special import are the short stories by Ron Koertge (popular girl who finds that she isn’t so different than those kids on the edges), Jack Gantos (student who talks about being on Prozac), and Chris Crutcher (the original storyline from Whale Talk about a student who brings a gun to school and kills three classmates before being brought done by the narrator of the story and his brother TJ and then how everyone deals with the murders).  A strong collection.  High school.

Giovanni, Nikki, ed.  Grandmothers: Poems, Reminiscences, and Short Stories about the Keepers of Our Traditions.  NY: Henry Holt, 1994.
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Stearns, Michael, ed.  A Wizard’s Dozen: Stories of the Fantastic.  NY: Harcourt Brace, 1993.
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Weiss, M.J. & H. Weiss, eds. From One Experience to Another.  Fifteen well-known authors for teens offer 
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Wynne-Jones, Tim.  Lord of the Fries and other stories.  NY: DK Ink, 1999.  Humorous short stories based around the 
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Crutcher, Chris.  Athletic Shorts, Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes, Running Loose, Stotan….All Crutcher books are excellent. Middle/high school.
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Dueker, Carl.  Night Hoops.  NY: HarperTrophy, 2000.  Nick has always played second fiddle to his brother, Scott, when it comes to athletics; however, when Scott chooses band and a girl over basketball, Nick finally gets his chance to impress his dad and himself with his abilities.  But Nick’s dad, hoping that Nick will become a superstar, doesn’t provide enough encouragement to Nick to become a team player.  And Nick finds that this is exactly what he needs to become a truly great player.  But it isn’t until Nick understands how to help Trent, social outcast but athlete supreme, that Nick himself is able to become the kind of player he really wants to be.  Middle/high school.
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Irwin, Hadley.  Sarah with an H.  NY: Simon and Schuster, 1997.  Marti’s life in small-town Iowa is made up of basketball, grades, and the Sail-Inn Restaurant until the day Sarah and her parents come to town.  Suddenly, Marti must face racism and prejudice as she decides how her new friend Sarah fits into the five-girl basketball team and the state tournament that guarantees her future college career. Middle/high school.
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Spinelli, Jerry.  Maniac Magee.  Boston: Little Brown, 1990.  Jeffrey Lionel Magee grieves over his parents’ death but places his energies into sports where he becomes a star.  Elementary/middle school.
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Spinelli, Jerry.  There’s a Girl in My Hammerlock.  NY: Simon and Schuster, 1991.  Wrestle a girl?  That’s the possibility when a junior high girl decides that being a boy is not a gender requirement for wrestling.  Elementary/ middle school.

Wallace, Rich.  Wrestling Sturbridge.  NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1996.  A high school wrestler finds he is taking second place to his friends in a number of weight classes, but decides that he must make this year his own, both in the sport and in his relationships with others. Middle/high school.

