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The cook and the order-taker completely forget about her order, and later on her
boyfriend is convinced that the order-taker did it on purpose. Maybe she was just friendly, but

the way she (the order-taker) smiled, it didn’t seem like more than friendliness, because there
seemed something secretive about it. Holding hands, boyfriend and girlfriend sit talking in a booth

across from each other. Talk turns into memories as they sit there. He states his reasons for being nice:
there’s enough suffering already, there is probably a strain of decency in him anyway, and without a belief

in heaven it seems stupid to be any other way. He had thought about heaven before that day. In honesty, he
couldn’t say he was against the idea. It was in class, and his teacher was asking what all the Aristotelian virtues led to:
Happiness, he piped in. At some point during all these thoughts in his day, a train ran into a bus full of high school kids. Five
good children went to heaven, a baker’s dozen to the hospital. He thought about the way that the soft body breaks like an egg
and spills out and some kid could have been looking out the window, thinking, and then suddenly he felt terror, and then he

was a smashed up ginger-bread man. That thinking person wasn’t a person anymore, but bones sticking out
of flesh and flesh without skin and blood coming out of holes it had never come out of before. In the

scheme of things, although he felt a Proustian jealousy at first, he found the thought of some chick liking
his girlfriend not so bad.
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Everybody must see Mark Eitzel open up for
Everything but the Girl at Red River Opry Tue.,
Nov. 14. Singer/Songwriter for (the defunct?)
American Music Club, Mark Eitzel just happens to
be the best  male
American songwriter of
the last  10 years.  No,
you say! Can’t be! Yes,
it’s true, my friend. Even if
i t  is  not  apparent  today,
years f rom now Ei tzel  wi l l
stand out as the best songwrit-
er  of  our generat ion.  Sharp,
expressive, and honest, Eitzel
writes some excellent material.
Not only that but he has an excel-
lent voice. How many good songwrit-
ers  can you say that  about? Bob
Dylan wrote nice songs but his voice
sucked (sucks — present tense — if you
subscribe to the notion that he is sti l l
around; oops — he’s playing the 9th at
Symphony Hall !) .  Tim Buckley sounded
good but his lyrics were goofy. Bob Mould’s
voice sucks and his material is weak. Who else?
Mark Eitzel is it, friends! See him now before it is
too late.

Fugazi is playing at the Party Gardens Saturday
night. Their first Phoenix show since that debacle
at the now-defunct Silver Dollar Club three years
ago, do not miss them. To media types like myself
Ian MacKaye can seem like a pompous dick, but
how can you blame the man? Fugazi do not need
the press; every album of theirs sells way over
100,000 copies completely independent of any sort
of mainstream publicity. Friends, that means that a

lot of us like them. Bottom
line, they’re explosive live
and well worth it. Plus, at
five dollars, how can you
go wrong? See i t !  Side

note:
E d i t o r

J o s h
Kr is t  jus t

to ld  me
about a rumor

“ f ly ing around”  that  MacKaye has
eschewed his straight-edge past and was

seen in the bathroom at a recent show “face
down in the stall with needles sticking out of his

butt.” No shit! So, whatever the pristine image you
have of the guy, savor it like a wax museum figure
and head on down to the Party Gardens Saturday
night. Showtime is 7:30 p.m. and Unwound are
opening.

Votes of No Confidence: Sonic Youth (Party
Gardens,  Mon. ,  Nov.  13) ,   and Bob Dylan
(Symphony  Hall, Thur., Nov. 9).

The Phattest Hip-Hop Concert in the ‘95
(s ic) is  being held at  America West
Arena Fri, Nov. 10, at 7:30 p.m. and
they’re right — it’s mighty “phat.”
With 
no fewer than 12 acts, this
should be a pretty jam-packed
evening of pre-recorded hip-

hop fun!
Seriously though, from the sexiness of Mary J.

Blige to the slickness of Jodeci to the sassyness of
Naughty by Nature to the slothness of Notorious
B.I.G., everything’s here.

The monthly Alison’s Halo l ive perfor-
mance will be taking place at the cav-
ernous Electric Ballroom Thurs., Nov. 9.

Friends, fill up this place so they get
invited back!  

San Franc isco Seals : YES!
(Gibson’s ,  Tue. ,  Nov.  14)

Lunachicks: NO! (Fri., Nov. 10)
C’est tout simple, mes amis.

There’s too much music in
town th is  week.  Fr iends,

make wise decisions and
good luck. 
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Props

MOVIES OPENING THIS FRIDAY

Ace Ventura • Starring Jim Carrey.

Feast of July • Reminiscent of a
Merchant-Ivory production, a period
piece about decisions of the heart.

A Month by the Lake • About the joys
of cross-generational attraction.

MUSIC

Alison’s Halo • Electric Ballroom,
Thur., Nov. 9, 8 p.m.
American Boychoir • Lecture and
concert. Katzin Concert Hall, ASU,
Thur., Nov. 9, 4:30 p.m.
Archers of Loaf and Poster Children
• Nile Theater, Wed., Nov. 15, 8 p.m.
Courage Brothers • the Rockin’
Horse, Mon., Nov. 13, 8 p.m.
Dickies • Mason Jar, Thur., Nov. 9,
call for showtime
Bob Dylan • Symphony Hall, Thur.,
Nov. 9, call for showtime
Everything but the Girl and MARK
EITZEL • Red River Opry, Tue., Nov.
14, 7:30 p.m. See props.
Fugazi • Party Gardens, Sat., Nov. 11,
7:30 p.m. (all ages). See props.
Kitaro • Symphony Hall, Sun., Nov. 12,
7:30 p.m. See story.
Jury’s Irish Cabaret • Sundome, Sun.,
Nov. 12, 2 p.m. Sponsored by Phoenix
Sister Cities Commission.
Sergio Mendes • Gammage
Auditorium, Sun., Nov. 12, 7 p.m.
New Bomb Turks and Lazy Cowgirls

• Nita’s Hideaway, Mon., Nov. 13, 9:30
p.m.
The Phattest Hip-Hop Concert in the
’95 with Jodeci, Mary J. Blige, the
Notorius B.I.G., Bad Boy Family, Faith,
Total, Craig Mack, Junior M.A.F.I.A.,
Puff Daddy, Naughty by Nature, Luniz,
and Adina Howard (whew!) • America
West Arena, Fri., Nov. 10, 7:30 p.m.
See props.
Rancid and Lunachicks • Party
Gardens, Fri., Nov. 10, 7:30 p.m. (all
ages). See story.
San Francisco Seals • Gibson’s, Tue.,
Nov. 14, 9 p.m. (all ages)
Sonic Youth • Party Gardens, Mon.,
Nov. 13, 7 p.m. with Doo Rag (all
ages)
The Billy Taylor Trio • Symphony
Hall, Fri., Nov. 10 and Sat., Nov. 11, 8
p.m.

ARTS, THEATER, LECTURES, READINGS

Absolute Madness • Comedy at the
Tempe Improv, Nov. 9-12.

“Camille Bonzani and David Elliot” •
Tucson photographers exhibit works at
Northlight Gallery until Nov. 30

“Digital Creations” •  Art exhibit by
Lillian Schwartz. Until Jan. 4 at the
Computing Commons Gallery.

3 0 t h  A n n u a l  C o w b o y  A r t i s t s
o f  A m e r i c a  S a l e  a n d
Exh ib i t i on •  Ongo ing  t h rough

N o v .  1 9  a t  t h e  P h o e n i x  A r t
Museum.

“Dividing Lines/Diminishing
Returns” • Multi-media installation by
ASU prof. Dennis Gillingwater. Until
Nov. 18 at Matthews Center.

Fiber Art Exhibition:
“Common Threads —
Uncommon Quilts” • Tempe 
Arts Center, Tempe Beach
Park, Mill Avenue and First
Street. Quilt artists showing
through Nov. 26.

“Here and Now” • Art 
exhibition showcasing the work
of eight Arizona artists show-
ing at ASU Art Museum
through Jan. 7, 1996.

The King of Kosher Grocers •
Arizona Jewish Theatre Company pro-
duction plays until Nov. 19 at
Herberger Theater Center Stage West.
Call 264-0402 for more information.

The Living End • This 1992 Greg
Araki film will be shown as a part of the
continuing Contemporary Gay and
Lesbian Films series. MU Cinema,
Sun., Nov. 12, 7:30 p.m. Free!

“Mestizaje y su Arte” • Oil and water-
color exhibition by Paulina Reyna-
Crewse continues through Nov. 17 at
the Hispanic Research Center on cam-
pus.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream •
Arizona Theatre Company’s production
of Shakespeare’s fairy-filled comedy
plays until Nov. 18 at Herberger
Theater, 222 E. Monroe in downtown
Phoenix.  Performances at 8 p.m. Sun.
performances at 1 and 7 p.m. Bring
your student ID, yell “Rush Hour,” and
get special $7 tickets one hour before
showtime. 

ASU Museum of Anthropology •
“Hunting and Gathering: Objects of
Collectors’ Passions,” first floor of the
Anthropology Building.

Peru: The Mysterious Journey •
Travel film. Sundome, Tue., Nov. 14, 7
p.m.

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie by
Jay Presson Allen (adapted from the
novel by Muriel Spark) • This Phoenix
Theatre production of a fascinating,
witty and often funny portrayal of a
very eccentric teacher at a fashionable
school for young ladies is playing at
Phoenix Theatre, Central and
McDowell Roads in beautiful downtown
Phoenix. Shows through Nov. 12. Half-
price student discount available 1/2
hour before showtime. Call 254-2151
for more information.

“Resistance and Rescue: Denmark’s
Response to the Holocaust” •
Exhibition of 43 black & white pho-
tographs showing through Nov. 12 at
ASU’s MU gallery.

“The Splendor of People, Places,
and Things” • Art exhibit at Gammage
Auditorium, runs through November
29.

“2D-EX” • Exhibition of paintings and
drawings by ASU School of Art under-
graduates ongoing through Nov. 10 at
Step Gallery, Tempe Center (between
Schlotzsky’s and Pop Peroni’s),
University and Mill.

Vertigo • ASU West Film Society pre-
sents this 1958 U.S. film as a part of
their “Cross-Cultural Perspectives on
Love and Madness” series. Fri., Nov.
10, 7:15 p.m. at the Kiva Auditorium,
ASU West, 4701 W. Thunderbird Rd.,
Phoenix. FREE!!! Call 543-ARTS for
more information. 

Harry Wood Gallery • Until Nov. 10.
Paintings by Glenda Folk,  Nov. 13 to
Nov. 17: Printmaking exhibit by
Siempre.

FREE AND WORTH IT!

Career Counseling • Ongoing at
Career Services, ASU. Call 965-2350
for more information.
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Calendar



thursday, november ninth, nineteen ninety-five SPM

R.E.M.
played Desert
Sky Pavilion
last Saturday
night. The qual-
ity of the show
lived up to
R.E.M.’s good
name. The two
things that real-
ly stuck out
were Michael
Stipe’s interest-
ing stage-pat-
ter, and his
commendable
fashion sense.
They played an
awesome 25+
song set, most
notably including, “By The Time I Get To
Phoenix,” origi-
nally by Jimmy Webb. Stipe apologized for
their tardiness — R.E.M. was supposed to
be in town early last summer — but the
band was beset by ill health, and the show
was a no-go. Judging from crowd-reaction,
Stipe paid back the loyal fans of Phoenix in
spades.

Luscious Jackson did not do a good job
of getting the audience ready for the main
act. Or maybe they did a very good job,
because they seemed to make most people
ache for R.E.M. Their sound is tres cool,
but a neat sound is all they have going for
them; no killer hooks, no gaunt interesting
front-person, no excellent song-writing.
Keep practicing.

Coming into the vibe that Jackson created, R.E.M.
was not off to a rapid start. Eyes hidden by sunglass-
es (described later) Stipe seemed detached, or
drowsy, or both. His movement was sparse and mat-
ter of fact, walking around a little bit to keep his legs
awake. Not that the music was drowsy, the first two
songs of the show are the first two  songs off their lat

est album, Monster. In this writer’s
opinion Monster is their best
album yet because it eschews dis-
orienting lyrics and gets down to
power-pop business. The lyrics
may still be obscure at times, but
they are at least intelligible. 

There are fashion victims in
this world, and there are fashion
victors. Stipe, most definitely, is a

fashion victor
(excluding, of

course, the 1989 bicycle-short phase). He had
on a funky black jacket at first, and some steel-girder
looking sunglasses. After becoming comfortable with
the audience he lost the jacket and the glasses,
revealing a bold yet tasteful outfit consisting of brown
corduroy pants (or at least that’s what the video
screen made it look like), a blue shirt with “MILK”
printed across  it in white, and some Doc Marten-look-
ing boots. Mid-way through the set he paid homage to

the fall season by changing  into a pumpkin-yellow
tee. Later yet, he showed the audience that the oppo-
site of brawn isn’t necessarily scrawn by pulling the
front of his t-shirt over his neck and showing off well-
defined stomach muscles. 

Stipe’s patter was as impressionistic as his songs.
He introduced “Undertow” with, “This is a song about
water, I hope you like it.” Introducing “Tongue”, he
said, “This song has tits. We always send it out to the
women because this song is ladies’ choice.” Toward
the end of the show he said something about this

being a song about having bad skin,
or being 17 and skinny or something,
“I wish I was 17 years old and I wish I
would refuse to pay scalper’s prices
for tickets. I wish I were on the lawn
behind the refreshment stand ...”
Then he said that thing about bad
skin and included a few thoughts
about rolling around in the grass. 

The photographer for this story was
able to snag the set-list that Stipe
used. As a perceptive reader will
note, old songs were played as well
as newer ones, as well as material
not-yet released. R.E.M. have publicly
stated that they will not play much old
stuff, but as Jesse Krist noted, the
thing to do nowadays is say you won’t
play old stuff but play it anyway. This
must be a phase in a band’s matura-
tion, probably right after the “I hate my
fans” phase. Mark the progress of
Green Day against this hypothesis. 

The slow songs were the best,
although the rumors about R.E.M. hav-

ing a harsher sound live are true. Harsh
doesn’t equal bad, just different and a little

unsettling at first. At the end of the show, Stipe
seemed comfortable with the audience, and was able
to kid around. He turned the music stand holding his
lyric-sheet towards the audience and invited them to
sing along. Some guy in the back row had been look-
ing at his own lyric-sheet all night long, and had been
singing along the whole time. All in all, a good show.
Q

josh krist

The 
frequency
on R.E.M.
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Monday, Nov. 13

SONIC YOUTH
Doo Rag

ELECTRICBALLROOM
8 PM

also appearing after the show

Mercury Rev
The Pub

(inside Electric Ballroom)
All ages welcome

Tuesday, Nov. 14

TRIPPINGDAISY
Smoking Popes

San Fransisco Seals
GIBSON'S

8 PM
All ages welcome

Wednesday, Nov. 15

G LOVE &
SPECIALSAUCE

special guests
GIBSON'S

9 PM
All ages welcome

Wednesday, Nov. 15

STABBING

WESTWARD
Dog & Pony Show

The Exile
9 PM

INSIDEPARTYGARDENS
All ages welcome

Thursday, Nov. 16

RUSTEDROOT
Joan Osborne
ELECTRICBALLROOM

8 PM
All ages welcome

Friday, Nov. 17

LLOYD COLE
Ivy

GIBSON'S
9 PM

All ages welcome

Saturday, Nov. 18

SKY CRIESMARY
Sweet 75
Hovercraft

GIBSON'S
9 PM

All ages welcome

Just come by SPMÕs table on
Cady Mall this afternoon and

pick up a pair of tickets to any
one show!
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Have you thought about what you’re
doing this year to commemorate the
200th anniversary of the death of J.S.
Bach’s second youngest son? For most,
this is a pretty hectic time of the semester
and for some there may not be time to
organize a Bach shindig. Fortunately, the
ASU School of Music has been doing
your planning for you.

This Sunday night at 7:30 some of the
Valley’s hottest chamber musicians will
gather in the fabulous, wood-paneled
Katzin Hall to strike up some of your
favorite tunes like Sinfonia in d minor,
Sonata per il Cembalo concertato and
others. The concert is part of the
University Chamber Music Series, which
showcases collaborations between stu-
dents, staff and sometimes members of
the Phoenix Symphony.

Robert Spring, an ASU professor of
music who teaches clarinet, explained
that chamber music is distinguished by its
lack of conductors. Without one person
leading the show, the musicians them-
selves decide how the music will be
played. Therefore, they have more of a
chance to interpret a particular score in a
new and different way if they choose to do
so. If two different chamber groups per-
form the same piece, each version will
inevitably have a different sound.

Chamber music often finds itself within
the domain of what is called classical
music in lay terms — Spring prefers to call
it “serious music,” since “classical,” as
used by those in the profession, refers to
the sounds of a specific time period — but
it has been known to explore the avenues
of jazz and other forms as well.

Sunday’s concert will offer some treats
for the eyes as well as the ears. Musical
instruments have gone through several
evolutionary steps between the days of
“The Buckeburg Bach,” as J.S.’s young
son was nicknamed after spending much
of his life in Buckeburg, Germany, and
present University Chamber Music Series.
Some players will be sporting earlier ver-
sions of familiar instruments. For example,
Janice Meyer and Eckart Sellheim will
each play the fortepiano, a milder-sound-
ing version of today’s piano, and Matthew
Monroe will be playing the natural horn, a
precursor to the French horn but without
any valves. The end result of this particu-
lar combination, Spring informs us, will be
a sound that is considerably softer than
what newer instruments would produce.

Also on Sunday, and again on
Tuesday, the Student Chamber Music
Institute will perform in the Music
Building’s Recital Hall. Both events com-
mence at 5 p.m. and neither will set you
back even a penny.

Monday at 7:30 p.m., Spring will join
four members of the Phoenix Symphony
in renditions of clarinet quintets by Mozart
and Brahms in Katzin Hall.

The School of Music sponsors events
almost every day, up to four or five on a
busy day, featuring both local and visiting
musicians. Most events are without any
imposition whatsoever on the wallet. The
School of Music Hotline, which will keep
you up to date on upcoming concerts and
recitals, can be reached by calling 965-
TUNE.Q

Chamber
music

kris fridrich


