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Where and How To Find Funding For College
Our office receives numerous inquiries from students, parents, teachers, essentially anyone who is looking for ways to fund their college education and I thought I would quickly put this together and post on our site: 
Over the years ASU has made great strides to recruit and retain Native American students.  In 1996, we had 672 native students today we have over 1,400 and they all funded their education in a combination of ways: 

· Financial Aid/Need based Scholarships/Work Study 
· Academic/Merit Scholarships 
· Private 

· Fellowships,
· Athletic Scholarships
· Student Loans
· Employment reimbursement  
Need based scholarships/grants is determined by the level of the family income and academic/merit scholarships/grants will center on your grades/extracurricular activities, etc. and the rest is self explanatory, but visit the ASU Financial Aid website to see Types of Financial Aid http://www.asu.edu/fa/.
Get started: I can’t emphasize enough how important it is to plan, plan, plan prior to your entrance into ASU/college of your choice.  Easiest way to get started is to research and preparing paperwork at the same time you’re applying for college admission and this means apply early for admission to get in on what I call the “scholarships/grants of plenty”.  Be mindful of deadlines and priority dates. 
Apply to college early:  If you apply early you will get an early response from the Admission Office and if there’s other paperwork that needs to be submitted or completed you have just given yourself enough time to get everything in.  You also improve your chances and give yourself more opportunities to apply/receive scholarships and grants.  Some scholarships/grants will need to know you’ve been admitted before they award you.  

Timing for HS Students:  So let’s say you know your want to go to college and even if you’re unsure still prepare and apply early.  Your Junior Year in high school is best time overall planning and for practicing college entrance exams (SAT’s or ACT’s), but if you don’t make a decision until your Senior Year, that’s ok, but we still encourage you to move quick.   Planning is best between Aug – Nov. of your Jr. and Sr. years.  Also take advantage of Summer Bridge http://studentsuccess.asu.edu/summerbridge and other summer programs http://community.asu.edu/summer/ offered by universities and colleges.  Summer programs only help you and give you a head start.  You have better chances of connecting and familiarizing yourself with higher education.  Overall you want to give yourself a better chance of successfully enter your first year of college.  
Example: Congratulations!  You’re a high school Senior, on track for graduation, and you’ve made a decision to attend college, now comes planning and action.  During the fall of your senior year (sometime between Aug-Nov.) you have to begin filling out paperwork (admissions, essays, keeping up your grades, preparing for the SAT’s, ACT’s, etc.) and doing this gives you a huge head start as well as gives you more time to successfully enter in the fall of the following year.  
Notes:  We know not everyone makes their decision to attend college right away, we get some students who don’t make a move until a month before high school graduation or even a few weeks before the first day of university classes start.  We don’t recommend this, but there may still be an opportunity to attend a university or college.  Some setbacks going this route; you bypass many, if not most, scholarships deadlines and missing out on a lot of good money that could have gone to pay for school expenses and you may end up paying out of pocket or taking out loans.  Now these two options are not bad, it’s a commitment to education, it’s just that I’ve always said if the government (fed./state/tribal), corporations, organizations, non-profits, foundations, and or private donors are willing to help you with pay for your education, why not take advantage of it instead of coming out of your own pocket, which in the case of many Native Americans they can not afford.  This was my situation while pursuing an undergrad degree.  I had no money of my own, I didn’t have a college fund, my folks didn’t have a lot of income, but they always worked hard and gave me what they could; their support, love, and teachings.   Knowing this and knowing they had their bills and other family members to help take care of, I wasn’t trying to ask my parents to pay for anything.  They were barely getting by themselves.  So I had to hustle, be independent, be resourceful, ask questions, talk with people at colleges, and find and apply for as many scholarships and grants as I could.  I needed to pay for my education.  
About loans:  they are not bad, it is an investment, but many students I knew, including myself, only kicked this in when they/I had no other choice.  Plus make sure your loan(s) is coming from a reputable place.  I think its best when it comes from your institutions or is certified/verified by the US Dept. of Education, plus they usually have better rates.  Do your research though.  
If you’re considering entrance this fall I hope at this point in the month of May you have applied for as many grants and scholarships as possible.  You should also know most deadlines for scholarship and grants are set in March and April in order to be funded for the fall.  There are several organizations that have later deadlines, but let me tell you, you have to move early on this too. 

Mr. Zah or I know always know everything about every college, department or program, but the good thing is we work with the people who do and we know how to get you in touch with them; the beauty of networks.    

EXAMPLES OF PLACES TO START LOOKING for $$: 

1. FAFSA http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/ 

2. ASU Financial Aid http://www.asu.edu/fa/ 

3. ASU Scholarships http://www.asu.edu/fa/scholarships/  (take time to read through all types of funding, especially private donors) 

Another Scholarship Link: http://www.asu.edu/studentaffairs/mss/msc/MSCNews/scholarships.html  

and another (don’t let the dates fool you, even though it’s an older list they may still have the org/companies contact info and you can call them to inquire directly): http://www.asu.edu/studentaffairs/mss/msc/images/undergradate_scholarship_listing_iv_9-15-04.doc  

4. Look to your Tribes (inquire at the tribal education depart/high education dept) 

5. Look to your individual departments/colleges (major) 

Two program/department examples:

1.
Keeper of the Fire Scholarship

The 2 Keepers of the Fire Scholarships will be given to 2 American Indian students who are accepted into or registered at Arizona State University and enrolled (or plan to enroll) in a College of Public Programs academic course of study (social work, public affairs, or community resources and development).  The scholarship is a 1-time award of $500.00. The recipients and non-awardees are encouraged to re-apply in the following year (fall 2007). 

The nominees must be an enrolled tribal member of any American Indian tribe or community in the United States.  Preference will be given to those who are returning to their tribe following their college graduation.

Dr. Michael Niles

1763 East Pinto Drive

Gilbert, Arizona 85296

Email: Michael.Niles@asu.edu

ATTN: Keepers of the Fire Scholarship Selection Committee

2. 
CIIC Grant

The American Indian Construction Management Grant made available through an annual “Construction in Indian Country” Conference (CIIC) and Golf Mixer sponsored by the Del E. Webb School of Construction and the Office of American Indian Affairs.  Must be an American Indian student enrolled in Arizona State University’s Del E. Webb School of Construction for the 2006-2007 academic year.  The grant ranges from $1,000-$2,000 depending on academic status 

Kimberly Silentman-Kanuho

Coordinator for American Indian Initiatives

Del E. Webb School of Construction

P.O. Box 870204

Tempe, AZ 85287

V: 480.727.3105  F: 480.727.3106

ksilent@asu.edu 

6. Look to local and national American Indian organizations/associations that relate to their majors/areas of interests
Six Examples and there are many many more, I encourage students to take the time to research on the internet and you may have to make a few calls.
· Business Major : National Center for American Indian Enterprise Development 
http://www.ncaied.org/scholarships.php 

· Engineer/Sciences: American Indian Science and Engineering Society 
http://www.aises.org/highered/scholarships/ 

· Health: http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/category/5572.html  

· All Majors: Arizona Community Foundation 
http://www.azfoundation.org/scholarships/index.xpl 

· All Majors: American Indian Education Fund 
http://www.nrcprograms.org/site/PageServer?pagename=aief_index 

· All Majors: American Indian Graduate Center http://www.aigc.com/home.asp 

· Financial Aid Resources http://www1.umn.edu/ailrc-mn/financialaid.html 

· http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/natamind.phtml 

· http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/minority.phtml 

8.   Subscribe to NativeShare on Yahoo Groups: former ASU alum created this site to help American Indian students find education opportunities http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NativeShare/ 

9.   I encourage Current ASU Native American Students to subscribe through BlackBoard to these list serves for scholarships/grants opportunities and check their ASU email accounts regularly: 

· American Indian Student Support Services 

· NATIONS (Native Americans Taking Initiative ON Success) 

ASU SCHOLARSHIPS

http://www.asu.edu/fa/scholarships/
Should you have additional questions or concerns, feel free to contact me:
Jaynie Parrish

Coordinator of Special Projects

Office of the President 

Arizona State University

480-727-8325 Desk

Email: jparrish@asu.edu  

Website:  www.asu.edu/president/zah  

