BEST Scholar: 

My name is Courtney Johnson and I am a B.E.S.T. scholar.  I would like to spread the word about the B.E.S.T. program and I would appreciate if you spread the word to your members or anyone that would benefit from this unique opportunity.  Below there is information that explains what B.E.S.T. is about and how it will benefit a participant.  Again, my name is Courtney Johnson and if you have any questions, my email is Courtney.N.Johnson@asu.edu Don't hesitate to email I would be delighted to hear from you.

Thank you for your time,

Courtney Johnson

B.E.S.T. Advocate

ABOUT B.E.S.T:

The B.E.S.T. (Bureau Excellence in Student Training) college program (under the Multicultural and Arts Foundation of the Greater Phoenix Visitors and Convention Bureau) is designed to provide a pipeline for college students to enter the visitor industry as skilled and knowledgeable workers and allow for organizations with in the industry the ability to recruit, employ, and retain these trained professionals.

Personally, this program has allowed me the opportunity to apply my coursework and incorporate it in real-life situations.  I have been paired with a professional in the convention planning industry with 25+ years of experience and assisting him as been very beneficial for myself.  I have a better insight in what goes on in the industry and what I need to do to be competitive with others in the industry.

PROGRAM FEATURES

COMPONENTS OF SUCCESS:

The B.E.S.T. program is designed as a career exploration and industry-training program, it is intended to supply college students with the resources necessary to make informed career decisions, while gaining hands-on experience in the field.

TWO SEGMENTS:

INTERNSHIP

Students will be placed in several industry organizations throughout the course of the program for a total of 200 hours.  This will allow students to experience the visitor industry from different perspectives and provide comprehensive education in each industry discipline.  For 32 weeks, students will gain hands on experience at management levels.  

Currently, students are paired up with partners like Gainey Suites, The Wigwam, The Greater Phoenix Convention and Visitors Bureau, and more.

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:

Throughout the program students will attend association conferences, GPCVB membership mixers, field trips and other industry networking events.

STUDENT BENEFITS:

* B.E.S.T. students will gain hands-on career experience *Establish contacts for future employment *Build relationships with professionals in the industry *TUITION REIMBURSEMENT FOR EVERY B.E.S.T. STUDENT-SCHOLARSHIP FOR ONE IN-STATE SEMESTER

HOW TO APPLY:

*Have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 (unofficial current transcript) *Be a enrolled or have completed a current TOURISM course *Submit two letters of recommendation from a school counselor, professor,or professional in the industry *Submit application including an essay, resume, and unofficial transcript

To apply or more information visit: 

www.multiculturalandartsfoundation.com 

Completed applications should be mailed to:

Maria Lourdes Delgado

Greater Phoenix Convention & Visitors Bureau 400 E. Van Buren, Suite 600 Phoenix, As 85004

Phone: 602-452-6234 Fax: 602-253-4415

Email: Mdelgado@visitphoenix.com

APPLICATIONS FOR 2006 BARBARA JORDAN HEALTH POLICY SCHOLARS PROGRAM NOW BEING ACCEPTED

Applications are Due January 9, 2006, for Summer 2006.

CONTACT: Jomo Kassaye, (202) 238-2385 or bjscholars@howard.edu

The Kaiser Family Foundation's Barbara Jordan Health Policy Scholars Program brings talented African American, Latino, American Indian/Alaska Native, and Asian/Pacific Islander college seniors and recent graduates to Washington, D.C., during which time the Scholars are placed in Congressional offices in order to learn first-hand how health policy is developed and implemented.

Through the nine-week program (May 23- July 28, 2006), Scholars will learn about federal legislative procedure and health policy issues, while further developing their critical thinking and leadership skills. In addition to gaining experience in a Congressional office, Scholars participate in seminars and site visits to enhance their knowledge of health care issues.

Upon completion of the session, Scholars write and present a health policy research memo.

PURPOSE

The Kaiser Family Foundation established the Scholars Program to honor the legacy of late U.S. Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, who was a Foundation Trustee, and to expand the pool of students of color interested in the field of health policy.

ELIGIBILITY

-Eligible candidates must be U.S. citizens who will be seniors or recent graduates of an accredited U.S. college or university in the fall of 2006.

-Currently enrolled law, medical, and graduate students are not eligible to apply.  

-Successful applicants will show evidence of academic achievement and will demonstrate the following:

* Be a member of a population that is adversely affected by racial or ethnic health disparities;

* Have experience working in or with programs that address health disparities (e.g. local health departments, community health centers, inner city/ rural hospitals or organizations that conduct research on or develop policy related to health or healthcare disparities) or have done previous academic work (e.g. taken courses, written papers or participate in research projects) related to health disparities.

SELECTION

Candidates are selected based on academic performance, demonstrated leadership potential, and interest in health policy.  A distinguished National Advisory Committee guides the program's highly competitive selection process and strives to select a class of Scholars who are academically, geographically, and culturally diverse.

COMPENSATION

Scholars receive approximately $7,000 in support, which includes a stipend, daily expense allowance, airfare, and lodging. While in Washington, D.C., Scholars reside at Howard University.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Application materials will be accepted starting November 1, 2005. Please be advised that applications will be processed and reviewed as they are received. APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER JANUARY 9, 2006.

Application forms and additional information about the Scholars Program are available online: (http://www.kff.org/about/jordanscholars.cfm).  

For further information, contact Jomo Kassaye at 202-238-2385 or bjscholars@howard.edu.
ASU General Scholarship, worth varies $$$, due March 1, 2006 This is the BEST scholarship that you CANNOT forget to apply for. This 1 application automatically enters you in the running for about 20 other scholarships. There is no other way to apply for them other than this ASU General Scholarship application. We are talking tuition waivers and grants, all free money! 

ALL OF YOU MUST APPLY FOR THIS SCHOLARSHIP! NO EXCUSES!!!

Apply at: http://www.asu.edu/fa/scholarships/general.html 

Scroll to the application box and click on: "proceed to the general scholarship application". The student will need the following to log in ASURITE and password.

Art Hamilton "Living the Dream"Scholarship 
We just received criteria for this scholarship award, the application due date is December 5th, please distribute this application to students from underrepresented communities. It will be available online at the end of the week at www.asu.edu/fa/scholarships/private.html <file://\\www.asu.edu\fa\scholarships\private.html> . Although we are unable to specify racial preference on the application, the donor preference for this scholarship is for students of color. Award amount is $1,000 for Spring semester and is open to full-time, AZ residents majoring in Political Science, Government or related fields who have a 2.25 minumum GPA.

Marion Giorgi "Home for the Holidays" Scholarship 
The deadline has been extended for this scholarship. This scholarship is open to self-supporting, full-time students (any major) with a 3.2 minimum GPA and financial need, who would like to go home for winter break, but cannot afford to do so on their own. Please distribute this application to whomever you know that may be interested, the donor would like to offer travel awards to approximately 2-3 students. We only received 4 applications, none of which were qualified, during the original run of this application. The application is due in my office by the 21st so the donor can notify the students before Thanksgiving break. Award amounts are for the cost of travel to whereever home may be, so the amount varies, but the donor is willing to pay even for international travel if the student is qualified. Going home to see parents and grandparents for winter break is acceptable. 
