Please find information below regarding the Native American Scholarship Fund. This is an excellent opportunity for tribal members, Native American students and tribal cultural resource staff to receive funding for archaeological training. It is not limited to traditional archaeology field schools. Please note the December 15 deadline.
 
If you have any questions, feel free to email me drmartin@fas.harvard.edu.
 
Desiree Martinez (Gabrielino/ Tongva)
SAA Native American Scholarships Committee Member

SAA Awards: Native American Scholarships Fund
The Native American Scholarships Fund is an endowment established to foster a sense of shared purpose and positive interaction between archaeologists and Native Americans.

Since 1998, the SAA has used the endowment income to award the annual Arthur C. Parker Scholarship in support of archaeological training for Native Americans who are students or employees of tribal, Alaska Native, or Native Hawaiian cultural preservation programs. National Science Foundation (NSF) Scholarships for Archaeological Training for Native Americans and Native Hawaiians are also awarded through the Native American Scholarships Committee.

The application process for the Arthur C. Parker Scholarship and NSF Scholarships is easy and straightforward, with an annual due date of December 15.
 
Application

For 2009, the SAA will offer the Arthur C. Parker Scholarship and three National Science Foundation (NSF) Scholarships for Archaeological Training for Native Americans and Native Hawaiians. Applications can be found on-line at: https://ecommerce. 

 
History
The SAA first created the Native American Scholarship Fund in 1988 to support Native people who are interested in studying archaeology.  However, it took nearly a decade for the NASF to grow large enough to support an annual award: in 1997 the SAA Board established a Native American Scholarship program to be funded by the NASF.  The scholarship is named in honor of the SAA's first president, Arthur C. Parker, who served from 1935 to 1936. 

Parker was of Seneca ancestry through his father's family, and he spent his first 11 years on the Cattaraugus Reservation in western New York. His professional contributions included research in archaeology, cultural anthropology, and history, as well as public education and the development of museum anthropology. Parker was also involved in contemporary social and political issues that affected Native Americans.  In 1995, the Native American Scholarships Committee was reorganized, with Larry J. Zimmerman appointed as chair. By this time, the NASF had grown to support a modest, biannual scholarship award. The committee recommended that the SAA Executive Board immediately establish a Native American scholarship program to support training in archaeological methods for enrolled students or tribal cultural preservation personnel and that a second Native American scholarship program be established to support graduate education when sufficient funding becomes available.  The committee recommended a fund-raising campaign to achieve this. At the 1997 SAA annual meeting, the Executive Board accepted these recommendations and established fund-raising procedures. Since 1998, eligibility for the scholarship has included Native peoples from the U.S. Trust Territories and Canada.

The Arthur C. Parker Scholarship now provides up to $4,000 to support training in archaeological methods and cultural resource management, including fieldwork, analytical techniques, and curation for Native Americans and Native Hawaiians enrolled as high school seniors, college undergraduates, and graduate students, or who work in tribal or Native Hawaiian cultural preservation programs.

Individuals may apply, or a professor, a cultural preservation supervisor, or an SAA member may
nominate them.Foundation (NSF) has awarded a grant to the SAA for three people who
apply for the Parker Scholarship.
