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Christa Lee-   Yá’át’ééh, Shí éí Christa Lee yinishyé. Shí éí Táchii’nii níshlí, Tsénjíkiní eí báshíshchíín. Aádóó Tódich’nii’ii éí dashicheii dóó Tábááhí éí dashinálí.  Hello, my name is Christa Lee. I am Red Running into the Water clan and born for the Cliff Dwelling clan. My maternal grandparents are Bitter Water clan and paternal grandparents are Water’s Edge clan. I am from the Navajo, Diné, tribe. I am a junior nursing student at Arizona State University. I grew up in a rural area called Hunter’s Point on the Navajo Reservation in northern Arizona. My goals are to obtain my bachelors degree in nursing (BSN) and pass the nursing board exam, to be a registered nurse. I also plan to continue my education by applying to a master’s program to become a certified nurse midwife (CNM). As a future nurse, I want to give back to the Indian community and work at the IHS facilities as a registered nurse.  I want to decrease the health care disparities within the health care facilities, bridge the gaps along cultural and traditional differences, and assist in reversing chronic health problems on Indian reservations. In working at the Phoenix Indian Medical Center, I became deeply interested in women’s health and obstetrics, especially the provider-to-patient relationship; it inspires me to continue my education through a certified nurse midwifery master’s program. As a CNM, I would develop a close professional relationship with patients and contribute to the healthy pre-natal growth of babies and delivery. I also participate in community service with Alpha Pi Omega sorority, the first Native American sorority in the nation. We focus our community service activities on nearby Native American communities, campus organizations, and businesses. Previous semesters we have volunteered at the events for the Heard Museum, a local Native American museum and the Boys and Girls Club on the Gila River Indian Community such as Day of Kids, a mini-carnival full of games and activities.
[image: l_bf273194d7654f0786f5553b7c574608.jpg]William L. Thompson-     My name is William L. Thompson.  I am a full blooded Navajo with one more year here at Arizona State University. My major is Justice Studies with a minor in American Indian Studies. I come from a traditional family that stresses importance of family and education. I am in the Arizona Army National Guard and have served three years in the Army ROTC program. I plan to one day become a drill sergeant within the U.S. Army and one day a homicidal detective. Since a child my parents have taught me that protecting your family and your community is an honor. Through this way, I hope to serve my country and my community with honor. By gaining experience through the military and the police force, I plan to earn a masters degree in Criminology, become a detective, and take my experience back to the reservation. I want my community to be able to enjoy the freedoms that our country holds dear. I also hope to provide a good life for my son and for my family.


[image: ]Marissa Sanderson-  My name is Marissa Sanderson. I am a member of the Gila River Indian Community. I am 19 years young and will be turning 20 in October. I am currently a sophomore at ASU. I am double majoring in Psychology and American Indian Studies. I am extremely close to my family. My family consists of my best friends. My grandma, my parents, and my two younger sisters have all shaped me into the person I am today. My grandma has always shared with me wisdom, advice, as well as amazing recipes. My parents are definitely my best friends they both have created in me confidence, patience, and humor. My two younger sisters are the reason I strive to do my best all the time. I know they look up to me and that has put a drive in me that no one can take away. They have all built a sense of family in me which has really helped me understand the meaning of community and outreach. So with my education I plan to go back to my community and counsel children on the reservation. These youth can have such an amazing future and many of them don’t have positive role models in their life. Not only is it important for me to make a big impact on the people around me, I want to influence them to make an impact as well
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Kayonabah Gee-    Hello, my name is Kayonabah Gee; currently I am a senior at Arizona State University majoring in Justice Studies with a minor in Political Science. My family roots and foundation are set in Crystal, New Mexico on the Navajo Nation Reservation. My clans are Near the Water Clan, born for the Charcoal Streaked Division of the Red Running into the Water clan, my maternal grandparent’s clan is Water’s Edge clan and my paternal grandparent’s clan is the Towering House clan. The keys to my inspiration is strongly influenced by my family, they have always continued to higher their expectations, therefore making me strive to achieve success within my education and career goals. Education is my first priority, especially using my experience to help inspire my younger siblings to persist towards a higher education. After the completion of my undergraduate degree here at Arizona State University, I want to continue to law school to become an attorney working with Native American women suffering from domestic violence. My goal has always been to work within the legal field for Native American groups, helping make a difference for other Native American women. I am exceptionally confident that I will accomplish these goals. Receiving the Newton and Betty Rosenzweig American Indian Leadership scholarship is an immense honor. 
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