New Book: "Big Sycamore Stands Alone: The Western Apaches, Aravaipa, and the Struggle for Place"

Author of Trailblazing Ethnohistory of Western Apaches to Appear at Changing Hands Bookstore on Friday, February 27th at 7:00 p.m.

Jan. 28, 2009 -- In a groundbreaking debut of its New Directions in Native American Studies series, the University of Oklahoma Press announced the release of Big Sycamore Stands Alone: The Western Apaches, Aravaipa, and the Struggle for Place, a trailblazing ethnohistory of the Western Apaches, a place called Aravaipa, and the event known as the Camp Grant Massacre. Called a "powerful and moving work," the book represents the culmination of a decade of collaborative work between author Ian Record and the San Carlos Apache Elders Cultural Advisory Council, a tribal organization which works to sustain and strengthen traditional Apache culture and knowledge for the benefit of future generations of Apaches.

Author Ian Record will read from and sign copies of his new book at the Changing Hands Bookstore in Tempe on Friday, February 27th at 7:00 p.m.  Changing Hands Bookstore is located at 6428 S. McClintock Dr., Tempe, AZ  85283. For directions or more information, please call 480.730.0205 or visit http://www.changinghands.com/NASApp/store/IndexJsp.

"Ian Record has combined exhaustive archival research with the voices of Western Apache peoples in an impressive chronicle of the events that have transformed Western Apache culture and society over the past two centuries,"

says Keith Basso, author of the award-winning Wisdom Sits in Places: Landscape and Language among the Western Apache. According to Karl Jacoby, author of the newly published Shadows at Dawn: A Borderlands Massacre and the Violence of History, "Big Sycamore Stands Alone heralds the arrival of a talented new scholar of Native America. Never before have the voices of the San Carlos Apaches been captured in such rich detail as in this powerful and moving work."

Big Sycamore Stands Alone articulates the cultural legacy of the sacred Apache homeland of Aravaipa as seen through the eyes of a number of its descendants, bringing Apache voices, knowledge, and perspectives to the fore. Focusing on the Camp Grant Massacre as its narrative centerpiece, the book employs a unique approach that reflects how Apaches conceptualize their history and identity, interweaving four distinct narrative threads: contemporary oral histories of individuals from the San Carlos reservation, historic documentation of Apache relationships to Aravaipa following the reservation's establishment, descriptions of pre-reservation subsistence practices, and a history of early Apache struggles to maintain their connection with Aravaipa in the face of hostility from outsiders. It documents a story that goes far beyond Cochise, Geronimo, and the Chiricahuas, lending new insight into the evolving relationship between people and place, and illustrating the enduring power of Aravaipa to shape and sustain contemporary Apache society.

About the author: Ian W. Record is Manager of Educational Resources for the Native Nations Institute for Leadership, Management, and Policy (NNI) at the University of Arizona (UofA). He also serves as Senior Lecturer with the university's American Indian Studies (AIS) Department. In 2008, NNI and the Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development published his study "We Are the Stewards: Indigenous-Led Fisheries Innovation in North America"

as part of their Joint Occasional Papers on Native Affairs (JOPNA) series.

Record earned M.A. (2000) and Ph.D. (2004) degrees in AIS from the UofA, and earned B.A. degrees (1993) in history and mass communications from James Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia.

