Please join Ms Indian ASU Committee in attending the Faculty Seminar Series III on Race, Ethnicity, and the Humanities! There will be food and good conversation.


-LorenAshley Buford
Ms Indian ASU 08-09

Thursday, November 20, 2008 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm, Social Sciences Building, Room 107

Elizabeth Archuleta presenting: Queens, Princesses, and Squaws: The Trafficking of Indigenous Women’s Bodies

“It is nearly impossible for Native men to cherish the femininity of Native women” because “they have grown up in a world in which there is no such thing as dark-skinned femininity. There is only dark-skinned sensuality,” according to Lee Maracle. Elizabeth Archuleta explores visual and rhetorical narratives depicting Indigenous women's difference to consider the ways in which colonization changed the meaning of sexuality for Indigenous women and the ways in which Indigenous women’s sexuality changed the practices of colonization. The sexualization of Indigenous women explains the high rates of violence they have experienced since colonization. At the same time, their reproductive potential explains how an understanding of colonization became intertwined with race, gender, property, and notions of personhood, linking a system of property rights in land to whiteness.

Sally Kitch presenting: The Gendered Foundations of Racial Formation: A Narrative History

Many humanists understand race as a social construction in which allegedly 
biological judgments are used to justify differentiating and stratifying groups 
of people, often to devastating material effect. Sally Kitch’s study of racial 
formation in her forthcoming book, The Specter of Sex: Gendered Foundations of 
Racial Formation in the United States, exposes the historical processes of that 
construction through cultural narratives in various domains—religion, science, 
politics, and law—that reveal how important gender ideology has been in racial 
formation. In this presentation, she will discuss the ways in which gender 
ideology—or ideas about “natural” gender characteristics and differences and 
men’s “natural” superiority over women—was repeatedly invoked in the U.S. in the 
construction of racial ideology—or ideas about racial characteristics, 
differences, and hierarchies, including the “natural” racial superiority of 
European whites.

RSVP required 
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