EPA 691

Indigenous Knowledges in Education

Tuesday 1:40 - 4:30 p.m.

Instructor:  Bryan McKinley Jones Brayboy

This course draws on social science theory, law, Indigenous intellectuals, and creative essays in order to examine the ways that Indigenous people and communities engage in the act of knowing, being, and teaching and learning.  That is, how do Indigenous communities come to know things, and how does this process of knowing influence the ways in which individuals and communities interact with the world?  There is a heavy emphasis on the scholarship of Indigenous peoples from North America, and we will draw upon the work of Native scholars such as Oscar Kawagley, Rebecca Tsosie, Marie Battiste, Linda Smith, Simon Ortiz, Sherman Alexie, Vine Deloria, Jr., Donald Fixico, Beatrice Medicine, and Scott Lyons.

There are myriad ways of teaching and learning (pedagogies) as well as ways of knowing (epistemologies) and ways of being (ontologies) in the world.  There are also multiple sites where these interactions and actions take place, including, but certainly not limited to, communities, schooling institutions and families.  This course begins by addressing the legal, cultural, and communal aspects of sovereignty and self-determination.  We will then address the wisdom of Indigenous knowledges.  We will move into the ways that knowledges (epistemology) are addressed by both Indigenous and non-Indigenous scholars and ask what this means for the ways in which these knowledges then get taken up in formal schooling and in indigenous communities.  There is a special emphasis on redefining what counts as "real" knowledge by larger U.S. society and by Indigenous communities; this examination includes rethinking research methods and methodologies and rethinking the ways that individuals a!

 nd communities interface with the world.

This course is broadly configured around Indigenous knowledges, ways of being, and teaching and learning with a special focus on North America (although, we will cover aspects of the Pacific and venture into African Indigenous Knowledges). Students taking this course will have a sense of what we mean by Indigenous Knowledge Systems, but the course is not exhaustive.  There is a global conversation around issues of localized and Indigenous ways of knowing that we will not address.  Students will be able to address basic elements of North American Indigenous Knowledges and will have a solid foundation for future explorations of the ways that communities come to know.
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