Critical Race Theory in Education

SPF 691

Tu 1:40PM - 4:10PM

 Farmer Ed Bldg 312

Drs. Bryan Brayboy & Kimberly A. Scott

In 1903 W.E.B. DuBois wrote that the problem of the 20th century would be the color line. As the 20th century progressed, the ³color line² appeared to slowly being erased, and yet there continued to be problems.  The civil rights movement was a time of turmoil and triumphs, where great progress in education and society were made.  However, the law continued to be administered in ways that appeared to be racially biased and problematic.
In 1987, a group of law professors, discontent with the field of critical legal studies and its inability to move as quickly and forcefully in addressing societal and racial inequities and inequalities, created a theoretical and analytical frame called Critical Race Theory (CRT).  Led, in part by Richard Delgado and Derrick Bell, CRT challenged the dispensation of law and its core content as tied to race.  Over the succeeding 20 years, CRT evolved to address all instances of inequities and inequalities in society.

Less than a decade later, CRT was first introduced to the field of education as a potential analytical and theoretical tool; its use is growing rapidly. 
This graduate seminar will consider the history, theoretical underpinnings, and implications of CRT, especially as they are related to education. It was not until the 1990s that the concept of race as a \biologically fixed trait was decisively challenged and largely rejected. And while scholars argued that race was socially constructed, and that there was no biological basis, or inherent differences in the abilities of people based on race, it was evident that racism (and other isms) was quite real and evident not only in individual acts of meanness, but that it was also embedded in societal and institutional structures. Indeed, CRT¹s primary tenet was the racism is endemic to society.  Having since broadened its network to include other issues of intersectionality, CRT is concerned more broadly with the fact that society and its institutions continue to be both unfair and unequal.

In this seminar, participants will spend a few weeks reading some of the original scholarly work that addressed race and racism, including work by scholars like W.E.B. DuBois and James Baldwin, before moving into the early CRT writings in the field of law, finally moving into the ways that CRT has been used to address issues in education an schooling.   This course will also spend time addressing the critiques of CRT both in the legal literature and as it relates to education.
Specific objectives of this course include:

· To gain a basic understanding of the genealogy of the race scholarship in general and the critical race scholarship more specifically.

· To engage the critiques of CRT.

· To explore and closely examine the ways that CRT developed as atheoretical and analytical construct in education.

· To utilize a critical race theory lens in examining individual scholars¹ research agenda. 

The principal goal of this course is to understand how and in what ways CRT has been implemented and occupied in current educational research as it relates to policies, practices, leadership, and teacher preparation.
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