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AIEA Announces New Location for Annual American Indian Youth Conference
Phoenix, Arizona – The University of Arizona (UA) will serve as the host site for this year’s Arizona Indian Education Association (AIEA) American Indian Youth Conference.  This is the first time the UA will host the Youth Conference.  “We are delighted to welcome Native American middle and high school students from across the State to the University of Arizona,” said Karen Francis-Begay, the Special Advisor to the President for Native American Affairs.  “The University of Arizona holds a long tradition of supporting Native American students who choose the UA to receive a college education.”

The American Indian Youth Conference is a statewide education conference for American Indian students, grades 8 – 12, and aims to support, encourage, and provide the necessary resources for students to achieve their educational and career goals.  Held annually, the American Indian Youth Conference brings together up to 350 students from across the state.  This year’s conference theme is “Strengthening Culture & Education to Empower Our Youth”.  President Robert N. Shelton added that, “The University of Arizona is privileged to have the opportunity to share educational opportunities at the UA with these talented students.”  
AIEA is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization comprised of educators and community members dedicated to improving the K-12, and college education of American Indian students in Arizona.  The mission of AIEA is to develop educational strategies and activities consistent with Arizona's academic standards and to provide research and resources to Arizona schools for their American Indian students to achieve academic excellence through culturally responsive education.
For the first time ever, the Youth Conference will include a talent show.  “In addition to encouraging our youth to achieve a higher education, we want the youth to take an active role in the conference and encourage them to showcase their talents in a positive environment,” said Kenton Laffoon, President of the Arizona Indian Education Association.  
Conference registration packets are now available and may be downloaded at the AIEA website: www.aieacorp.org.  
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If you would like more information, please contact Travis L. Lane at (602) 258-4822, or Bobbi Jo Brown at (602) 402-6210 or visit: www.aieacorp.org.
