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Cheston Bailon - Renewal
Currently a senior and continuing in his program
My name is Cheston Bailon, I am Navajo and Santo Domingo Pueblo.  I am 23 years old and a senior at ASU.  My motivation and sense of responsibility come from my close relationships with my family, which consists of my parents, older brother, and two younger sisters.  I have accomplished much in my life, including getting my senior class out of debt as a Senior Class President in high school to my service in the military.  I was deployed to Iraq with the hardest hit unit and was subsequently promoted to Corporal.  I wish to use my experience and education to help my family and people.  Upon receiving my undergraduate degree in business I will continuing on with graduate school to pursue a Master’s in Business Administration and hope to fulfill the goal of establish a youth center in my home community of Shiprock, NM.
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Melissa Bryant – Renewal
Is currently a senior and is currently studying Political Science. She will continue with graduate school in higher education.
I am Melissa Bryant, a junior at ASU majoring in Aerospace Engineering.  My goals include pursuing my education through graduate school and to be the first Native American to obtaining a PhD in Aerospace Engineering.  Eventually, I would like to work with companies like Lockheed Martin and Boeing.  I also intend to create educational opportunities for reservation youth all the while stressing the importance of maintaining our cultural identity.  I am a founding member of NATIONS, an active student group at ASU and also a member of the ASU American Indian Council and ASU AISES.  My family has faced many hardships and I know life has its challenges, but I will not let this hold me back from completing the goals I have set for myself.  I am very committed to my community and very proud of my Navajo heritage.  I know my family and culture has made me a stronger person and will continue to be my foundation.  
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Amanda June – Renewal

Is currently a Junior majoring in Non-Profit Leadership and Management and studying for a minor in Business and Spanish.

My name is Amanda June, I was raised in Flagstaff, AZ and later moved to Phoenix where I now reside.  I’m a third year student at Arizona State University.  I have had strong connection with both my Navajo and Hopi communities throughout my life and consequently take great pride in my heritage.  I know there is a great need for attention and help to be given to Navajo communities and schools.  My goals are to help fill this need by becoming a well-rounded community leader and to bring necessary resources to the Navajo community for economic growth. 
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Stephen Haskie - New Recipient
My name is Stephen Haskie, I’m Navajo and from Crownpoint, New Mexico. I’m a 3rd year student studying cultural/regional Geography and learning the Russian language. Eventually, I would like to work for the C.I.A., different government entities or private companies with a focus on regional geography. I would also like to have a position or volunteer overseas either through AIDS awareness, U.S. foreign relations, or the Peace Corps. However for now, I have a part-time job in retail that I enjoy a lot. While at work, I’m surrounded by great music/people/fashion and leave all my worries and stress outside. That’s what I like about my job. Learning Russian has been difficult and intricate. It has made me more attentive to certain languages I hear. Furthermore, I hope to be using it a lot in the future. One day, I plan on returning to the reservation. As for my preferred occupation, I haven’t really decided. Everything from being a Teacher to an E.A.O. with Workforce to Environmentalist runs through my head. Whatever my choice, I know I have my parents to support my every endeavor.
Teresita Clashin – New Recipient
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Hello, my name is Teresita Clashin. I am of the Red Goat clan and I am born for the Charcoal-Streaked Division of Red-Running-Into-The-Water clan. My maternal grandfather’s clan is the Mountain Cove clan and my paternal grandfather’s clan is Coyote Pass people.   I was born and raised in Shiprock, New Mexico. My goal is to assist Navajo Communities and involve community members in effective land use planning, environmental safeguarding, and balanced development and growth and to assure their future and well being while maintaining tradition and cultural values.  My focus is to design Healthy Communities for Native Americans. I would like to encourage active living and pedestrian oriented communities on the Reservations. The health and social benefits of creating a close-knit community through urban design will encourage walking, biking and interaction among residents. My hope is that this concept will help improve the health and well being of Native American people. In addition, my goal is to help promote and develop a more sustainable environment for the future generations to come.
Truman Kiyaani– New Recipient
Ya’at’eeh.  My name is Truman Kiyaani, from Tuba City, Arizona.  My family of three brothers and a sister are originally from Kit’tsili/Pinon area, in the epicenter of Dine’ lands (Navajo Reservation).  I am 38 years old and currently a senior majoring in Interdisciplinary Studies with an emphasis in business.  I have one daughter, 2 years old, and will soon be blessed with a son this October.  With the encouragement and unending support of my wife, who is also an ASU Graduate, I made the decision to pursue my bachelor’s degree after years of attending the local community colleges and trade schools.  I began my career as a laborer in the commercial construction industry and after ten years left the industry.  During those ten years I acquired the certification of Journeyman, where I was also named Apprentice Carpenter of the year in 1999 and represented the state of Arizona in the Annual Craft Olympics, competing with other talented apprentice carpenters from around the country.  One day I will run my own construction firm with an emphasis on both the commercial and residential construction.  Recently I accepted a full-time position with the Gila River Indian Community as a construction foreman and began to see the great demand for my expertise and knowledge for the Native-American residents on Arizona reservations.  Knowing the complex intricacies of how sovereign nations are able to attain their goals interest me and makes me more inclined to see how much I am able to assist them.   I am very fortunate and grateful to be where I am today.  A lot of prayers and sacrifice were made by everyone who learned of my plans to seek higher learning which is evident by the merit based financial aid I have received and their support to complete my studies.  
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