Office of Pan American Initiatives Accomplishments

Crow speaks at Tec annual board meeting February 15, 2005

The stakeholders and partners of Mexico’s largest, private academic institution, Tecnológico (Tec) de Monterrey, invited Arizona State University (ASU) President Michael Crow to present a keynote address on the role of universities in knowledge-based economies at the 20th Annual Board of Director’s Meeting on February 15th in Monterrey.  

ASU Signs agreement with Universidad de Valle in Guatemala January  27-29 2005

A delegation from ASU visited the Universidad del Valle de Guatemala (UVG), one of the country’s leading universities. The trip concluded with De los Santos and President Moreno signing an institutional agreement that will allow for inter-university collaboration in the future.

College of Engineering recruits in Mexico City January 27-28 2005

From January 27-28 a delegation from ASU’s Ira A. Fulton School of Engineering (FSE) traveled to Mexico City with a mission to recruit and identify prospective students for the ASU-CONACYT scholarship program established in 2004, which grants 75 fellowships for Mexican graduate students to study at ASU.

Biotech Exploration November 15-16

the trip sought to discuss possible areas for collaboration in biotechnology, nanoscience and medical research, as well as explore opportunities where academia can partner with and support national policy for industry and government in both countries.
Mexico City CONACYT Recruitment November 10-14

ASU representatives traveled to Mexico City to give presentations on CONACYT to several local universities. 

Costa Rica Outreach: October 18-24
October 18-24, ASU traveled to Costa Rica to meet with representatives from some of the nation’s most prominent universities. Meetings took place with Instituto Tecnológico de Costa Rica, Universidad de Costa Rica, and Universidad Nacional de Costa Rica.
Journalism in Monterrey – October 15-22

From October 15th through the 22nd 13 ASU journalism students embarked on an adventure across the border. The students, all upper-level students enrolled in an in-depth journalism class have been preparing for the trip since the beginning of the fall semester.
Construction School travels to Monterrey October 4-6

As a result of this trip the School has joined Tec de Monterrey to form a joint PhD in Construction Management.
Chilean Ambassador visits ASU- September 29

Dr. Andres Bianchi, ambassador of Chile to the United States,visited ASU on Sept. 29th, during a two-day tour of Arizona. His visit was one of the latest successes in ASU’s efforts toward increased global engagement.

ASU joins Hemispheric Institute- July 2004

Arizona State University was invited to join the Hemispheric Institute for Performance and Politics. ASU is currently the only Southwest institution to join this prestigious consortium and will be represented by theatre faculty members Dr. Ramon H. Rivera-Servera and Dr. Tamara Underiner.
ASU receives unprecedented amount of fellowships June 29
ASU will establish 75 fellowships through a new partnership with El Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología (CONACYT) in Mexico. The fellowships will enhance ASU's position among other national and international research institutions, leading the way as the recipient of the most CONACYT fellowships in the U.S.

Bours witnesses ITSON agreement
While in Phoenix for the Arizona-Mexico Commission Plenary Session, Sonora Governor Eduardo Bours Castelo attended a meeting with representatives from both ASU and the Instituto Tecnologico de Sonora (ITSON).The meeting culminated with Governor Bours witnessing the signing of an academic exchange agreement between ASU and ITSON.
Meeting in Cabo San Lucas
On June 10,the ASU College of Education will host a working conference,” Planning for a Collaborative Doctoral Program”, in Cabo San Lucas, Baja California, with the purpose of meeting with its counterparts to address the critical need of Mexican Ph.D. graduates in Education. 

Janet Napolitano goes to Mexico
On May 21st, Gov.Janet Napolitano led a delegation of regional leaders to Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico, with the goal of increasing relations between the states' business and educational entities.

Michael Crow visits Mexican Archeology Museum
Arizona State University President Michael Crow was able to enjoy one of the perks of office Thursday in Mexico City when he got a special preview tour of an archaeological exhibition. The exhibition, made possible in part by the work of ASU researchers, opened May 12 at the National Museum of Anthropology.

Michael Crow Meets with Secretary of Education in Mexico City
On a May 6 visit to Mexico City, President Michael Crow met with Reyes Tamez Guerra, Mexico's Secretary of Public Education, to discuss different methods of collaboration and common issues between the two nations.

ASU hosts American Assembly Workshop
On April 19-20, Arizona State University along with the Southwestern Center for Environmental Research and Policy (SCERP) and The Colegio de la Frontera Norte (COLEF), hosted the American Assembly Workshop, “Building Partnerships for a Sustainable U.S.-Mexico Border Region,” held at Arizona State University in Tempe.

Rafael Rangel and Lorenzo Zambrano meet with top ASU officials March 18, 2004
Crow and other ASU leaders met with Tec de Monterrey officials, including board Chairman Lorenzo Zambrano in Tempe to develop shared research programs and curriculums and explore other possibilities for collaboration.

Reception for the Mexico Consular General March 8, 2004
OPI hosted a reception at ASU’s University Club to welcome Arizona’s new Consular General. 

U.S.AID Grants recognized in Mexico City March 1, 2004
Representatives from The College of Architecture and Environmental Design and the Ira J. Fulton School of Engineering traveled to Mexico City for an award ceremony with the Secretary of Education of Mexico, Dr. Reyes S. Tamez Guerra, and the United States Ambassador to Mexico, Antonio O. Garza Jr. at the Universidad Iberoamericana.

Peruvian University Representatives tour ASU March 2, 2004
As part of the U.S. State Department’s International Visitor Program, Dante Astete Canal Dante Astete Canal, President of the National University "San Antonio Abad" in Cuzco, Peru and Mr. Herman Bernardo Collazos Saldana, Academic Vice President, National University of the Peruvian Amazon traveled to Columbia University, George Washington University, New York University, and finally ASU.

ASU and COLEF sign agreement February 17, 2004
Representatives from COLEF including President Jorge Santibanez Romellon came to participate in all-day meetings at ASU. During their visit they signed an agreement with Dr. Crow to begin collaboration with a possible emphasis on migration.

Visit from Tec Milenio February 12, 2004
Tec Milenio President Carlos Cruz, and University Provost Alejandro Cristerna visited ASU and attended meetings with ASU Provost Milton Glick, Jim Buizer, and Kimberly Loui. The meetings were set up to get a better understanding of the inter-workings of each university.

Colleges receive $600,000 in USAID grants February 6, 2004
The grants, from the U.S. Agency for International Development, were awarded to the College of Architecture and Environmental Design and the Ira A Fulton School of Engineering. They are the largest grants that U.S. AID has given to ASU. This was the first time that two University colleges simultaneously won grants from U.S. AID. Proposals from the grants were submitted in November in partnership with two Mexican universities: Instituto de Sonora and Tec de Monterrey

OPI hosts a meeting between educators from Sonora, Arizona, and ASU, January 21, 2004
Educators from Arizona and Mexico discussed the need to work together to improve education in their respective school systems at ASU. The meeting included delegates from the ASU college of Education, the Arizona Department of Education and the Department of Education from Sonora, Mexico.

President Crow Speaks at “Future of the Americas” January 9, 2004
Dr. Crow spoke at the “Future of the Americas” conference in Monterrey Mexico. The conference preceded a special meeting of the Summit of the Americas, which was attended by democratically elected heads of state in the Western Hemisphere including President Bush and Vicente Fox

OPI travels to Hermosillo Mexico, November 20-21 2003
Jorge De Los Santos attended the Arizona Mexico Commission meeting.

OPI visits El COLEF This visit included meeting with the General Director of International Relations and Academic Support, Dr. Rodolfo Cruz Pinero.

OPI visits Northwest Mexican Universities September 8-11 2003
The universities included Universidad Autónoma de Sinaloa, Instituto Tecnológico de Sonora, Universidad de Sonora, and Universidad Antónima de Baja California.
American Assembly Conference
The American Assembly agreed to provide funds for an upcoming regional workshop called Building Partnerships for a Sustainable U.S. Mexico Border Region that will be held on the ASU main campus on April 19-20. The assembly/workshop has been organized in conjunction with OPI; SCERP, who also contributed to funding; and Colegio de la Frontera Norte.

Instituto Tecnológico de Sonora visits ASU, December 16, 2003
President Gonzalo Rodríguez visited ASU to meet with Michael Crow and representatives from The College of Architecture and Environmental Design. The intention of the trip was to create initial relationships and establish long-term goals.

Partnership with CONACYT
CONACYT (Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología) is a key player in the development of science and technology in Mexico. OPI has met with directors several times in hopes that they will be able to aid ASU in identifying important members of Mexico’s scientific community and academic institutions. OPI will facilitate a meeting between President Crow of ASU and Jaime Parada, the General Director of the Mexican National Science Foundation, with the goal of collaborating on the subjects of biotechnology, technology transfer, the environment, and migration.  The meeting is scheduled for February 20, 2004 in Mexico City.

USAID Funding Proposals Submitted
Both the College of Architecture and Environmental Design (CAED) and the Department of Industrial Engineering have independently partnered with Mexican universities to solicit research funding from the US Agency for International Development (USAID).  The CAED team headed by Professors Mary Kihl and David Pijawka and PhD student Linda Oviedo have partnered with the Instituto Tecnológico de Sonora (ITSON) as well as multiple on-campus partners to pursue USAID funding for sustainability issues in the border region.  The Department of Industrial Engineering, led by Dr. Rene Villalobos and Dr. Mark Henderson, has focused its proposal on technology transfer in the aerospace industry.  Partners include Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey (ITESM) and Honeywell.  USAID will determine the funding recipients in the end of January 2004.

Professor awarded for border book, April 2003
An ASU professor received an award for his book about Mexican-American geography. Geography professor Daniel Arreola won the John Brinkerhoff Jackson Award and $1,000 for "Tejano South Texas." He has been researching the lands around the Mexican-American border while at ASU, and began writing the book 10 years ago, based on his research. He said "Tejano" describes the inhabitants of the land between San Antonio and the Rio Grande. 

ASU opened  first Community Learning Center in Phoenix, 
November 4, 2003Arizona State University signed an agreement with Tec de Monterrey to establish the first Community Learning Center (CLC). Its main goal is to assist the Hispanic community in the Phoenix area by providing free computer classes. The center will be housed in ASU Downtown campus and will have 15 to 20 computers with high speed internet connection and basic computer programs that will be used to educate the Spanish speaking community. Another main objective is to help the community developing new skills that will reduce the educational gap and improve their quality of life. The CLC is an OPI project that has been developed based on extensive research of the Metropolitan Phoenix area and there are many plans for opening future centers throughout the valley. The first CLC in Phoenix will open its doors to the public in the spring semester of 2004.

ASU and U of A receive grant for Latin American Studies, October, 2003
The Latin American studies programs at ASU and U of A received a $1.5 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education. The Arizona Consortium of Latin American Studies, which includes programs from ASU and U of A, will use the money to enhance the study of Latin America at both universities and in their respective communities. The Department of Education said they hope the three-year grant will make the Arizona Consortium one of the top centers for Latin American studies in the nation. 

ASU’s College of Education invests in Binational Education, September 29, 2003
The College of Education began preliminary leg-work on creating graduate programs and initiating faculty-exchange regarding binational approaches to education. One of the initiatives includes the development of a Masters in Binational Education in cooperation with Universidad Politécnica Nacional (UPN) in Mexico, and the University of Arizona (U of A). 

Hispanic Magazine Selects ASU as Top College for Hispanics, April 30, 2003
Due to ASU’s high Hispanic student percentage (approximately 10% over the total student population) and overall academic excellence, the University ranked 20th as “Top College for Hispanics”. According to the magazine, this means the school offers a learning environment where Latino students can thrive. 

ASU Hosts University from Baja California, December 16-17 2003
As part of an ongoing effort to engage Mexican Universities in dialogue and collaborative efforts, The Office of Pan American Initiatives hosted a group of delegates from the Universidad Autónoma de Baja California. The delegates, including Dr. Jaime Enrique Hurtado de Mendoza, Provost of the Mexicali campus; and Milagros Guiza Eukariatza, the Coordinator for the Department of International Cooperation. 

Tec De Monterrey strengthens ties with campus visit, December 8, 2003
A delegation from one of Mexico’s most prominent Universities, Tec de Monterrey, met with leaders from ASU on campus. The Delegation included Dr. Alberto Bustani, President of Tec Campuses in the Metropolitan Area of Monterrey, as well as representatives from Tec’s School of Medicine, Agriculture and Food Technology Area, Industrial Engineering and Systems Area, Architecture and Civil Engineering Area, the Biotechnology Center, and the Engineering and Chemical Science Area. 

ASU grad serves as president of Arizona-Mexico group, November 2003
Victor Flores graduated from ASU in 1976 with a construction degree. Now he is helping build an economic and cultural partnership between Arizona and Mexico. Plans for the Arizona-Mexico Commission were initiated in 1959 by then-Gov. Paul J. Fannin. Gov. Janet Napolitano now chairs the commission and appointed Flores as president in August.

ASU President gives a speech at historical Mexican Presidential visit to Arizona 
ASU President Michael Crow spoke during the luncheon in honor of the Mexican President Vicente Fox at the Arizona Biltmore Hotel on November 4. President Crow spoke about the opportunities to propose a renewed and more focused collaboration between ASU and its counterpart Mexican institutions in use-inspired research of issues related to the sustainability of our cultures, our economies and our environment.

ASU and Tec de Monterrey Signed Partnership Agreement, November 4 2003
ASU President Michael Crow signed an agreement with Tec de Monterrey President Rafael Rangel-Sostmann to initiate joint projects between both universities in the technology transfer, biotechnology and distance learning fronts. The agreement was signed at the Arizona Biltmore Hotel after a luncheon in honor of President Vicente Fox.

Inaugural Flight to Monterrey, October 20, 2003
OPI traveled to Monterrey on the inaugural America West non-stop trip to Monterrey. The delegation took a tour of the university and met with representatives from from the community learning centers.

Deans Sign a Faculty Exchange Agreement, June 27, 2003
Eugenio Garcia, dean of Engineering and Architecture of Tec de Monterrey and Peter Crouch, dean of the Ira A. Fulton School of Engineering at ASU signed an agreement which established a faculty exchange program between both of the institutions.

Office of Pan American Initiatives Created, July 1, 2003 
Jorge De Los Santos was appointed as director of the Office of Pan American Initiatives (OPI) and Special Advisor to the President on July 1st.This office was created to advise the president on Pan American affairs as well as foster relationships with other Universities from Mexico, Central and South America as well as Canada. So far, OPI has worked with Tec de Monterrey, Universidad Autónoma de Baja California, Instituto Tecnológico de Sonora, Universidad Autónoma de Sonora and Universidad de Sonora. 

