N LY REER TO-

UNITED STATES L&
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

3022 Federal Building
Pheenix 25, Arizona

February 12, 1962

Mr, James C, Witcty
4123 East Solanc Drive
Phoenix 18, Arizona

Bear Mr, Witey:

Your letter of January 17, 1962, te the Secretary of the Interior regard-
ing Federal lands in the vicinity of Squaw Peak has been referred to this
office in order that we may provide you with additiemal informatiom re-
garding the status of the lands,

The lands which are situated in sectioms 34 and 35, T. 3 N., R. 3 E., and
sectiom 3, T, 2 N., R. 3 E,, have been and are still invelved in consider-
able controversy. All er portions of the parcels are affected by claims
located under the gemersl miaing Taws, am applisation exchange, and an
application fex selection, both filed by the Erate lof Atizyma, and applica-

tions u?!;r th‘u!icvtttv-i'ui~tht l-.{}'rrnct Ace, y

. T
hrtuE’tnfnuun of the nru&:ula of the City-e? X were
contac and it became evidemt t lands had potential va for recre-
ation purposes as am additiom to the Squaw Peak Park, The Citv of Phoenix
could net file an application since the lands were embraced im a prior ex-
change application filed by the State of Arizoma. This matter, however, was
discussed with efficials of the State and a solution of the conflict is
possible,

Before final action can be taken te meet the desires of the City, prier
existing rights must be considered and adjudicated, The initial step in this
process was comsideration of the small tract applicatioms, This resulted

in a decision holding the applications for rejection. Some of the appli-
cants appealed the action and the cases are now pending in the Office of

The Secretary as indicated in your letter,

We are initiating an investigatiom to determine the validity of the mineral
claims affecting the lands, Omce this has been completed, we will then be
in a position to consider the possibility of transferrimg title to the City
of Phoenix under the Recreatiom and Public Purposes Act, In the meantime,
however, the lands are being classified for recreatiom purposes under the
provisioms eof the Recreatiom and Public Purposes Act, This will segregate
the lands pending comnsideration of any existing rights,

As you can see, the status of the lands is quite complicated and it will
take considerable time to adjudicate the asserted rights. You may rest
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assured, however, that we are well aware of the desires of the City and
their needs for lands to meet the demands for public recreatiem sites,

If you have any additional questions regarding this matter, please feel
free to contact this office,

States Directer



