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Whewse, Jolomow

WARNER, SOLOMON. Born February 8, 1811, of Germen descent, near
what is now known as the town of Warnersville, Schoharie County, New York.
He was 26 years ol d in 1837 when he left home and mede journsys down the
M ssi ssippi river. At the time of the gold rush to California he was one
of the early Forty-Niners, reaching California in 1849, For a time he
lived in Touloumne County, California, near Sonora. | N 1851 he sailed to
t he Isthmus of Panama and stayed there and in Nicaragua for two years.

He returned to San Francisco in the spring of 1883, | ocated in Crescent
City, where he lived a year, then went back to San Franciseo and from
there started for Arizonae

He reached Yuma on January 13, 1855. In San Diego he met Quarternaster
Mejor MoKinster and, being a mason by trade, was enployed by himto finish
the walls of the buildings in Fort Yuma. Having secured a stock of goods
from CGeorge F. Hooper & Company, in Yume, he brought it to Tueson On mule
pack. He arrived in Tucsom on February 29, 1856, and opened the first
American store in the town on March 10, 1856,

H's wagon trains carrying his goods were often attacked by Indians. At

one time On Jenuary 28, 1870 while traveling with a Dr. Wakefield, he was

attacked by the Apaches near Fort Crittenden. Dr. Wakefield WaS killed and

Warner Was badly wounded. Three balls passed through his right arm breaking
the arm near the shoulder, and an arrow penetrated his left wist Jjointe
During the Civil War, he was ordered to leave the territory by Cepte
Hunter Of the Texas rifles of the Confederacy. He left for Mexico. Hi s
stock of goods was confiscated by the Confederates. After the Confederates
evacuated Arizona ON the arriwvel of the California Columm, \Nrner returned
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On Cctober 17, 1874, he secured the right of way for a water
ditch across the "Mission Gardens" from Bi shop John B. Salpointe
"for a mill that the said party of the second pert i ntends building."”

About October 24, 1874, he went t0 California to purcﬁ;s‘;‘lééfche machinery

he needed fOr his flour mill, His mill was set up early in 1875.. (He
could Not then be the man who built the first mill in the territory as
Farish says.) For yeérs he carried on the business of milling flour.
He di d not meke as much noney milling as he did in merchandising, and
sol d the mill,

During the last twelve or fifteenyearsof his life, Solomon
Warner led a solitary life. He was absorbed With the idea that he
could construet a perpetual notion machiney ‘?He worked On-nit for ale
most ten years, but failed to produce such a machine. Nevertheless, '
he did not give the scheme up. He neglested to Sleep and to eat for
‘days at a time, WOrking on his invention.

He died in straightened circumstances on Novenmber 15, 1899, at
the age of 88 yearse He was buried under the auspices of the Arizona
Pioneers! Historical Sooietye He 1oft one son, John Solomon Warner,
whom he had adopteds John was postmaster at Reddington, Pima County,
at the time of Solomon's death.
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