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TIDBALL, THOMAS THEODORE, born at Pistaburgh, Allegheny County,
Penasylvania, October 2, 1826; son of Joseph and Elisa K, (Linn) Tidball;
married, Relen K, (Rice) Hill (1835.1917) in Noble County, Indiana, June 3,
1886; daughter, ¥ellie H, (Mrs. John D, Hall).

Enrolled, age 19, at Mansfield, Richland County, Ohlio, May 37 mnd
mastered in June 24, 1846, to serve one year as Frivate, Captain wWilliam
Melaughlints Company A, Colonel Sammel H. Curtis' 34 Uhio Infantry; weat
with the Company to the Rio Crands and took part in the defense of Camargo,
& large depot of military supplies on the south bank of the river 98 miles
above MHatamoras, when attacked by Mexicans under (eneral Urrea, Yebruury 18,
1847; honorabdly discharged at New Orleans, Louisiana, June 18,1847, and then
returned to Chio,

Went %0 California via Cape Horn in 184950 where he engaged in
mining; returned to the Eest in 1864 and resided in Indiana until 1867 whea
he went beck to California with his wife and became 3 farmer and whead
grover in the Salinas valley.

Raised a Company of 40 men which was enrolled at Hanta Crus,
california, October 21, 18681, and mustered in at Camp Union near Sacramento,
as company K, B%h california Infantyy on liovember 32, 1861, of which he bee
came the Captain; additional reoruits were obtained and he went to Camp
Lathan near Los Angeles with abous 80 men in the spring of 1863; stationed
in Southern californu'vmtu June, 1862, when he marched to Fort Yuma; the
Company was at 0ila City on March 19 and at Onsa Blanca (Fort Barrett) on
March 31, 1863, en route to Tucson arriving there early in April; on May 2,

1863, he received the following order from Colonel David Fergasson, lst

California Cavelry, in command at Tucson;
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CAPTAIN; You will start shis svening with your commend, The object
of your expedition is $o chastise Apaches, There is a rancheria of these
savages at the Cajon de Arivapa, asbout twenty miles from vort Bredkine
ridge, This I wish you to attack and destroy AT possible.

I am informed tha preferable rond to reach the rancheria is that via
Canada del Oro, Jesus Maria Klias is well acquainted with this road and
the trail. You shall have the twenty-five men seledted by yourself from

, colp-nln I and X, 7ifth Infantry California Voluntesrs, say ten
erxm gitisens and thirty-ivo lexicans, wish abous wiai?‘ Fapagos Iroa

~ San xavier, Jose Antonio Saborse, who is Governor of the Papagos, you
will find brave and intelligent, Jesus Maria Elias will have charge of
the Mexicans. Nine %Same Apaches will be sent with you as -piu and
guides, All will be strictly under your orders.

By keeping well hid during the day and using your guides Judiciously
you will no doud$ surprise the rancheria. All grown males are falr game;
the women and children capture and bring here; also such captives as you
may find among the Apaches.

Do the best you oan while your subsistence will last. Provisions for
twelve days have been iscusd 30 al)l ths citissns and Indians., Tou will
have %0 exercise considesrable vigor to prevent the Papigos and Apaches
{mansos) from killing women and children, and others from plundering
when they should be fighting., bas all these things will suggest theuselves
to you, (et aus mach of the sayages' stock as possible., It will be
equitably distribduted after your return.

That the expedition was a complete success is evidenced by the

following
‘ Headguarters,
Orders, ) Qucnon. Aris, Ter., May 12, 1863,
Ho., 8, )

1 take pleasure in acknowledging the very gallant and wldhr-lm
manner in which the expedition against the Apache Indians in the Canada
de Arivaypa was conducted, and the highly creditable result of the at-
tack on those savages,who have been devastating, robbing, and mardering
in this Territory and Sonora for centuries. Capt. T.T. Tidball, Fifth
Infantry california volunteers, who commanded the expedition with so
much good Judgment, may well be proud of it and of the brave men under
his command, who marched for five days without ever lighting a fire,
naintaining silence, hiding by day and traveling by night, to accomplish
their object,

That a handful of twenty-five soldiers and a few brave volunteer
sitisens should so completely surprise a rancheria of the craftiest
savages on the continent, traveling for sixteen hours the evening and
night before the battle, over frightful precipices, through gloomy canons
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and chasms heretofore untrod by wvhite men, ous of a muserows horde of
savages killing over 5O, wounding as many, taking 10 prisoners, and oap=
turing 66 hsad of stogk, without the loss of more Shan one man, is -
something for smulation $o oshers in future campaigns against Apaches,

We all have to mourn over ths brave ani gensreus yoush who fell
doing his duty, MNr, Thomas O, McClelland, the only one who fell in this
drilliant little affair, will long be mourned by those who knew him only
$0 esteen hinm as a good citisen, & dutiful son, and firm friend,

D, FERGUYSON,
golonel First Cavairy Galifornia volunteers,
Commanding,

Listed, Territorial gensus, Hay, 1864, st Apache Fass (Fort Bowle),
ocoupation - Soldier, resident in Arisona 14 months; was in command at Yort
Bowie, A.T. from May 19, 1863 uantil September, 1884; his poor opinion of that
Post was expressed in an official letter dated Ootober 27, 1863;

The present site of the post is exceedingly inconvenient for a gare-
rison and seems %0 have heen constructed more with a view to command the
spring than from any other advantage it presented., A great amocunt of
badly applied lador has been applied here, and the place is prodably not
as well adapted for defense as whem 1% was first occupled,

The quarters, if it is not an abuse of language %0 call them such,
have been constructed wvithout system, regard to health, defense, or con-
venience. Those occupied by the men are mere hovels, nostly excavations
in the side hill, damp 1lly ventilated, and covered with the decomposed
granite taken from the excavation, through which ths rain passes very
much as 1% would through a sieve, 3By the removal of a few tents the
place would present more ¥he appearance of a California Digger Indian
rancheris than a military post,

While his duty at Fort Bowie was t0 protect thas section of the
route used to convey militery supplies %0 the Rio Grande his strategy was
$0 kesp constantly on the offensive by harassing the Apaches; on the largsst
of his rsids he was accompanied bWy Lisutenant Colonel Helson H. Davis,
Assistant Inspector General, and was known as the (gila Expedition; with lst

Lisutenant Qeorge A, Purkett, 24 Lieutenants H,H. Stevens and george Dutton

(the latter in charge of the pack mules), Assistant Surgeon P.H., Cox and 109
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salisted mon from Fort Rowie he left a Cienioga near the sastern dase of

Mount Grebam, on May 13, 1864, and marched north o the Gila River and thence
up 5onisa Greek for abous 20 miles but found no Indians; merching southwesterly
over rough country they orossed the 0ila and cnmped near the present site of
Pima; the march was resumed down the 0ila and then up to San Carlos (reek

for adbout 10 miles where some Apache rancherias were destroyed,

Upon returning to the river his Command marched down the cenyon of .
the Gila and thenoce uy,nﬂpping Springs Wash vhere Indians were found and
severely punished; from there the expedition went over %o the San Fedre river
and he again sought to surprise the Apaches dn the Aravaipa but without sue-
cess; arrived in Tucson on June 4, 1864, when he reported that;

The total results of our oyomucm ares Indians kulod. B5l; wounded,

17; prisoners, 16 women and children, Property captured, $660 in gold’
eoin. 1 mule, 3% horses, 2 gtharps carbinesi 1 double<barreled shotgun, 1
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Colt revolver, 3 saddles, 2 puh‘l of mdtnuw 1 bridle, 1 hud:un.
2 lances, 4 baxes caps, and 4 powéerhorns. Property Gestroyed, 1 ton

megasl. 20 aores of vhest ooyn. hesna £ao. . aond a lavee rmmhar of hows
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aud arrows., The only cssualty in ny comsand was the accidontal wounding
of Sergeant Joster,

From Tucson he went directly to the upper Gila Valley and, after de-
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FOor{% Goodwii on Juns 13, returned $0 rorl Bowie; s
following remarks were written on the :eturn of Company K, 5th Califoruis
Infantry, for August, 1864;
Captain Tidball with 32 men of the Company left Fori Rowie on July
10, 1864, and scouted in a southessterly direction through the Chiricahus
Mountains., On the 16th had e skirmish with Apache Indians and killed a
Chief called %14 rlume”, Returned to the post sugust 3 after an absencs
of 23 days.
Brevet Major and Lieutenant Colonel of Volunteers to date from March

13, 1864, for faithful and meritorious service during the war; marched with the

Company in Uctober to Las Cruces, N.H. whore it was mustered out on kovember
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27 and he was honorably discharged from the Service, Hovember 30, 1864; on
November 8, 1864, the let Territorial Legislature adopted the following Concurrent
Resolution introduced by Eathen B, Appel, s Representative from Tucsom:

WHEREAS, the adle and waluadle serviges of Captain T.T. Tidball of the

S5th Infantry, California Volunteers, in his wvarious successful expeditions
sgainst the durbercus Apuches, merit the highest expression of our

approhﬁm. and as the only mode of .xpuuing the ohugntim that the
people of Arizona ows to him; therefors be it

RESCLVED, That the thanks of this Legislative issambly be tendsred to
the breve and energetic mphia z.%. mml. and the officers and soldiers

el ase Tlla mesaoe S P a LM B Py ey e B B o e o
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campaigns against the hostile Apaches of Arizons,.

Returned to Californie ond became County Clerk of Sante Crug County; was
Collector of Internsl Revenus for the 24 District of California from July 25,
1868 to January 28, 1670, by spnointment of President (rant; afterwards operated
s hotsl end store at Jolom, a Station on the old stage line between Sam Francisce
and los Angeles, about 20 miles south of King City and was Postmaster at that
Place from Fedrusry 21, 1881 until Jamuary 28, 1888; Comrade, lLucius Fairahild
Post Fo. 179, G,A.R., Feeific Crove, Oalifornis; Member, Santa Incis Lodge Fo,
302, ¥, and A, M. at Eing City until April 11, 1908, vhen he transferred to
konterey Lodge Yo. 217; became an honorary Member, Scaisty of Arizons P'ioneers,
at Tucson in April, 1886, on recosmendztion of George 0. Hend who wrotse:

I do nov nominate {subdject to the avnrowval of this Society) Thomas

T. Tidball formally of Co. "K* Sth Inft. Cal. Vols. for the simple fact
of himself & Compsny going into the mountains near Tucson and absolutely
killing a nuaber of Indians estimated st least to have been 80 perbaps
rore « they were dead. v

Died at Honterey, Californis, January 28, 1913, aged 86; buried under

the suspices of the Masonic Lodge in the City Cemetery at koaterey; the Arizoma

Ploneers Fletorical Society in Tucson bas his photogreph in officer's unifornm,
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