8%, JOEN, SILAS, borm in New York Oity, April 21, 1838.
m ’f Lo ) . . . ’ m ) 03

Married (1) ___ N . S _ . OB
s 18 ‘
Children, Curtias, NHayme and Sylvia, ’
Married (2) Mrs. Mery Imogene (MHyde) Regers (1847-1922) at Niagars Falls,
New York, May 30, 1896, |
The fellowing sccount of hov he came to Arisems is abstracted from

e
the Tugson Citizea of September 18, 1897;

Col. 8ilas Sb; Joha, m:mumt s:m«gmtuﬂcuw. 1857,
in compeny with Captain "Big Peot” Wallace, establishing the San Diege
and Sam Antonio mail lime, usder the Bireh contract, the plenser transcon-
tinental mail, is again in the eity. He is & plessant speken gentleman and
full of reminiscences of the past,

The follewing year, in 16868, Cel, S5t. Jolm returned im company with
Buckely, De Buyther snd Braimard, siringing the line under the Butterfield
contract, wvhick was merged inte ths Overland Mail Co,

In September of that ysar while st Dragoon springs with three
companions, Col, St. John was attmoked By s parsy of Somoranisms. Nis com-
panions, James Lang of Kentucky, William Cumninghsm of Ieows sud James
Haghes of ¥Watertowm, New York, were all killed. Col. S4. Jobmn lost his
left arm, but held the situxtion, losing none of the stock or preperty of
the company, which was ths object of the attack.

The American Jourmal of Nediesl Sciemces, for October, 1859, published
sa article by B.J.D. Irwin, the Post Surgeen at Fort Buchaman, entitled
‘Amputation at the Shoulder-Joint" which began as follows:

On the 16%h of September, 1858, I was requested to visit ons of the
stations of the Scuthern Overland Mail Company, wvhere a muaber of men wers
reported to have been dangerously wounded, I set cut at omce, and arrived
at the place early the mext morning, after a saart ride of ome hundred and
fifteen miles (from Fort Buchamsn), but found that three of the four
vounded men had alresdy died, The history of the survivor, Silas 8%, Joha,
a stromg, rodust, healthy young man, at m. a sative of New York City, was

as follows:




5T.J0HM, SILAS - -a-

Be, vith three Americans and Shree Kexicans, was ‘sngaged iz keeping
the mail stations; On the svening of the 8%k, one of the latter was placed
on guard, snd the remaisder of the party retired to rest for the night;
abous midnight the Mexiesns avose, and with axes and a large hammer at-
mmumﬁmﬁwmmm. 8%. John awels, and hearing
blows given, wes in the ast of springing from his bed when he received a
Nmmmmﬂm,m&nnntmmmakﬂmtmhhhﬁm
fswwwmmrtutnt%ﬂtawwafmmmina
shocking mauner; this was suceseded by another strcke that eut threugh
the anterior extersal portion of the right thigh ‘s shors distance helow
the joint. Ny this time he suceesled in mm his pistol, and h‘m
fired sut the dmmﬁ uwmim. they Tled snd were seen no mere,

 Ome of the unfortumets vietims who slept cuteide of the desr of the
rude shed naver awoke; snother, wvith Mis face and head frightfully

chopped and mangled, x&mnmtmmm.mu«mun
mnmaamrt,mm&mamﬂmam.mm”
timeally coxing from the shattered skwll, limgered until the sixth dey, -
during which $ime his frensfed mmgfw um h whhh
Mutmntmt mwwa-mm

On the evening of the mext day (mmr 15). the MI aw came ’w
and found 3%, Johnm, the only wurviver of his party, alens in & rude hovel
in the wilderness, witheut food or water, umaslle to move; his mﬂt
unédressed, stiffened, and full of leathsome meggots; his ¢
died one by one & horridle death, and lastly, to ndd to the horrers of his
suffering, the hungry welves aad ravens came m banguetted upent the putre-
tym«mufm@hhhﬁlmimmx»m;fwfutm
bie desolate bed. The mental and physical sufforisgs whigh he eadured are
marvellous to think of. Yet he never complain=d mor flinched for a moment.
Calm and resigned, he bere u- sormnts wvith the fortitude of & mm.

In nodern -mm practios naggots are #m‘uﬂ ‘o smxm wound e
and what probably saved his 1ifs was that his wounds were fly-blown; the
article mﬁuﬁng | |

~ Durisg the uigkt of the 234 he arrived at the fort, having travelled

in » conmon wagon sixty miles over a rough read during the two preceding
days; and, as he was weak and fadigued, half a graia of sulphate of merphia
was given him, end he was placed in a comfortable bed,xxxxx Om the 344k
day after the operation he was walking sheut, and in less than six weeks

he started for the Xastern States, restored to perfect health,

Appointed early in 1859 as Special Agent for the Pima and Mariceps
Indisns snd served during the time when the boundaries of the Gila River Reser-

vation was surveyed by Andrew B, Gray; he took the first cemsus of the twe
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tribes mmrmmazmmawfuumuuu&m
trival hﬁoﬂ at which &i.wmt ﬁylmm !&my in umiuu of Mt
aid and mﬁu is saintaining W-ful n}.ﬂim with ﬁho ths.
anneunced that the Indians vould receive s substantial gift of axes, shevels,
pm:s. W«. el.ﬂeh M amr m:lclu, whan thau ms« m uumu
he av mz tm were pre;»ﬂy éhftrihm among the Mau M Emm
m sadd er hin: |

L :sgtmmwsm ‘%o coument mMidmmw&af
‘these people by Mr. St.Jehn during his brief resiience swong thex, He.

"thwm&u&%ﬁrnwtuﬂmfﬁmh:&m«hﬂhh‘y

h vas. 1:. Mn em*;z in im w tho ﬁu c‘!‘ the Tembstone .um‘

%,

_‘mz nw to Arisoms i the fall of 1897 %o investigate the. pmmux
of estallishing an agriesltural colony in the Sulphmr Spring Valley by sizking
armm wells; 1% vas stated st that ‘ime that he *has Bad vide exporience 1a
Arrigatien in Colorade asd Califoraia®; wae in Pheentx about 1906 and in
kj'Pﬂmtt in 3.!&@; mim 0 a wﬂﬁw at the ﬁﬂm Pioneers Bun in
:mryx m.ﬂ
Died at Sen Dlege, Galifornia, mmm 18, 1919, aged 84; uried,

Mount Hope amwr;. San Diego, mﬂr s mria.}. mmm wne placed Yy
gift of Benjemin P, Cheney, May 16, 1943,
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" Repors of the Comissiomer of Indian Affairs, 1859, pp, 381, 353-360,
m“h. T.B. - &‘“ﬂ of Arisons, Fhosnix, lﬂs'k Yeol. 2; PP MQ. '
ﬂm&%hﬁ. 301‘ mm; m Ym’t gx‘ awa' » 131‘. w. m.m.’
m‘ gtn. - m*w of irisens, 2.7,, 1903, 2. ' .
m ﬁ'.ﬁv - The ﬁ”’; Overiand mx‘ me Phe 5, ”g :
Baer, W.By = Joursal of Bene and Joint Surgery, July, 1931,
Americsn Jourmal # the Nediosl Sciences, October, 18850, pp. 380-353.
The m M‘ W 21, 1&1&. &gﬂl n. 1922 and May 17, 3.963,
p. 3-C (Portrait),

e "_&.Mﬁﬁ, 1m K3
The s Star. Tueson, Jsmuary 24, 1611, p. 3. e 2
m mm. Tucson, Tebruary 36, 1881, p. 4, ¢. 35 mmm 18,
: ! ”’t 4; ‘v M Wm %. 1“?, ’. “u ‘a ‘r. ’
Z.otur fm Ris nwm. Belle Rogers Mrs’h& (tm. mrgo J.)

WANTED

Obi tuaries in Arizona newepapers and any ref erences 1O hi m in
the indexes,
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