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SPEEDY, JAMES, born in the city of Valparaiso, Republic of Chile,
Cctober 22, 1846, of English and Chilian parentage; married, (1) Jesus Ribeyra
at Tucson, March 2, 1872, from whom he was diverced on August 17, 1888; t heir

daught er , married Frank Burke; (2) Mrs. Augustina (Murietta)

Montano at Tucson, September 24, 1888; son, Francisco, born at Nogales, August
25, 1892,

Cane to California with his parents in 1849 and received a common
school education in Sacramento; enlisted at San Franci SCO January 8, 1862; to
serve 3 years asS Private, Company I, 2d California Cavalry; occupation when

enlisted - Steward; the two principal stations ef the Company were at Camp

Babbitt, near Visalia, and at Canp Bidwell, near Chico, California; he was
premoted t 0 Sergeant on November 1, 1864, and honorably discharged by expiration
of enlistnment at San Francisco, January 11, 1865,

Left for Arizone late in the fall and arrived in Tucson on Christnmas
Eve, 1865; said t O have been clerk for the Post Trader &t Camp Crant but his
princi pal enploynent during the early years of his residence in the Territory
was as express rider for the Army and as stage driver foOr the mail line; was
driving the stage from Tucson t 0 Fort Bowie When attacked by Apaches at Sulphur
Spring, July 15, 1869, when one of three men in an accompsnying carriage was
killed; served as Loorkeeper, 5th Territorial Council, at Tucscn, from November
14 t 0 December 1€, 1868; listed, U. S, Census, 1870, at-Florence, A.T., OCCUpation -
Laborer, property velued at $1500.

He and C. &, Shibell sold the Desert Stage Station, | 0cated between

Poi nt of Mountain and Picacho Stations, 1O Lionel M. Jacobs on August 14, 1873;
ran a passenger wagon between Tucson and the Santa Rita placers in 1875, | eaving
Tucson on Mondays, returning Wednesday, and the fare each wsy was $5; member from

Pima County, H. of R., 10th Territorisl Legislature at Tucson, 1876; listed Barter's
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Tucson City Directory, 1881, residing at the corner of Church and Franklin Streets,
occupation - Mining.
Moved t 0 Nogales about 1882 when the town was begi nning to develop and

was @ sal oon keeper there when he joined the Society of Arizona Pioneers on June s,

1885; WAS also a comrade Of Negley FPost No. 1, G. A. R. in Tucson.

Served as Deputy Sheriff at Nogales first under C. A, Shibell end t hen
under F. ¥, Shaw where he established a reputation as "a terror to all evil doers
in and around that place* but did not get along very well with the Mexican officials
i n Nogales, Sonora; on the ni ght of March 3, 1887, be end anot her peace officer
exchanged shots near the boundary line with Mexican Sol di ers who had crossed into

Arizona intending to compell a prostitute to return to their country; the following
ia a newspaper account of an incident which occurred on March 15, 1887:

"Deputy Sheriff Speedy was standing in front of the Post Office
in Nogales, &rizona, a few feet from the dividing line, when he was
accosted by a custom house official from the Mexican side in a very
friendly manner, inviting the Deputy Sheriff to take a drink with
him, which Mr. Speedy very politely declined, Then the official asked
himto take a cigar, at the same time Saying that he was a friend of
the Deputy Sheriff and that he had a great many friends In Mexico, Affer
receiving so much taffy Mr. Speedy concluded that he would step across
the street, a distance of about thirty feet, t0 take a cigar that was

so courteously offered.

~ "The Mexican then began to talk in a general way about the late
difficulty between the two countries, and soon showed hi s hand by

i ntroducing a personal matter, in the course of which he denounced

¥r. Speedy and his relations in the foul est and nost abusive manner,
At the same noment he drew his pistol and ot her Mexicans di d likewise.
Mr. Speedy had no arns and his assailants were between hir and the
door; but by a little maneuvering he got out and escaped across the
line. There was one shot fired during the melee.®

Served as Constabl e of Nogales precinct,1886-1892; di ed of pneunonia

at DNogales, Santa Cruz County, A.T., March 15, 1897, aged 50; buri ed

Cemetery, at Nogales; When he passed away it was witten of him that:

"t Jim' Speedy was a man of nerve who took:part in many of the
stirring scenes enacted On the southern border of Arizona within
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the | ast thirty years and brought before the courts of justice many
desperate eriminals. The 'funeral. yesterday was |argely attended,

t he _National @Quard and 4. 0. U, W-, of which he was a member, wer e
out 1 n force. A |arge concourse of friends also attended. T

the flag of the Arizona Pioneers is at half mast in respect to qﬁasy

memory, ®
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