RICE, WILLARD, born i N Greemsboro, Orlesns (ounty, Vermont, OCt ober
22, 1832; never married; moved With his parents to canaen, Weyne County, Ohio,
in 1837 and left there via the overlend route fOr celifornis, March 18, 1852,
where he became a placer mner near Merysville,

Came from California to Arizoma | N 1863; listed Territorial census,
April, 1864, i n what was afterwards Yavapai County as a Miner, resident in
Arizons 6 months, property valued at $60; empl:pyed by Lieut, Charles j,curtis
at Fort Whipple, A.T., as Spy and Guide at $5 per day January 1, 1865; re-
ported t O Lieut, Antonlo Abeytia, May 1, 1865, and participated with him in
action against ppaches at Poi nt of rocks; di scharged at rort Whipple, August
8, 1866; reemployed Spy and Guide at Camp Lincolnin t he vVverde valley by
Lieut, Abeytia at '$142;35 per month and served until January 31, 1866,

Worked as Carpenter at PFort whipple at $100 per month, November and
December, 1866; employed at Camp Date (reek, A.T., September 1, 1869, as guide
at $75 per month and served there until May 31, 1870, when he was transferred
t 0 Fort whipple and Was di scharged there on Novemoer 30, 1870; listed U.S.
Census, 1870, at Prescott as Army Scout,

Member of & party of about 30 BeR ypder Ed, Gs PECK who | ef t Prescott
in yoy, 187, with 2 progspector named Miller who said he °°‘fﬂ-d~ lead them to
a richdeposit Of placer gold; t hey were joined by over 200 others at old
camp (r ant and went in to the Sierra pncha Mountains but Miller never could
find t he place where the gold was supposed t O De so the men from Prescott re-
turned home via the Mogollon Mountains and Camp verde,

Acted as Guide at $150 per month with Lieut G.Ms yheeler on explorations
i n northern srigona during November and December, 1871; served in t\;he field es

Guide and Interpreter under General George Co0k at $125 per month from December
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1,1872 to March 30,1873,

The Prescott Courier of February 8, 1892, published a letter from
Elliott Cobtes telling Of the great need for an active Pioneers’socisty in
northern Arizona from Whi ch thefol | oW ng is quoted;

How meny areleft | i ke willerd mice, a type Of the very brein, bone
end sinew of the Territory, who guided MANy a military scout to sucw
cess, and WhoSe rifle-~stock coul d be notched from breechewplate to heel-
plate with t he tally Of good dead Indians,

There also appesred in the gourier of Septenber 19, that year, a state-

ment that he had met With & painful accident:

word has been received from the Cornucopia mine in the cherry District
that Willard Rice, the owner of that property, cut himself in the leg
with a knife, inflicting a serious wound,

Died at pPrescott, Yavapal county, A.T., January 2,1899,aged 66;the

Prescott Journal-Miner printed the following obituary:

He heard Of the ricCh placer mines in Arizoma, gathered a small party
of prospectors about him and Cane hither i n 1863, encountering many obsta=
cles and MUCh hardship. Sharing the | Ove and ambition of & majority of
prospectors, Ne eventually traversed a (reater part Of the mineral portion
of Arizona. gince that tinme he has been identified Wi th some Of the most
thrilling history of t he Territory,

For ten years he was guide and secout in the enpl oy of the United States
government, St ati oned with soldiers at Fort Whipple, near Prescott, He was
foremost in al| reids and engagements made by the sol diers against the
Indiane, which at periods were almost daily. Indians feared his most un-
erring markemenship, Fully understanding t he Indian pethod and sagacity in
warfare he was sever harmed or betrayed by them, He loved Arizona and her
people, and had unbounded faith in her great resources, He wes @ man Of
superior intelligence of kindly disposition, s true end charitabl e friend,
and a good citizen,
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