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RI(X), WILI&KQ, born in Greensboro, Orleans (Jounty, Vermont., October

222 1832: never married; moved with his parents to Canaaa~ ,Wayne (Wunty$ OhiO~

in 1837 and left there via the overland route for ~alifornia~  March 18, 1852,I

where he baame a placer miner near ~arysvill%

Came from California to &ri!zona  in 18M: listed Territorial Ceasus,

J@ril, 1864* in what was afterwards Yavapai (jountyas allinert resident’in
.

AriZO~ 6 months, property valued at $60: employed bY Li~t* CtileS JL-ti$

ported to Lieut. @tonio Abe@ia3 May 1, 1865* and participated with him in

action against ~aches at Point of Rooks; discharged at Fort WMppleg August

81 1866; reemployed spy and Guide at camp Lincoln in the verde Valley by

Lieut, Abeytia at $142;35 per month and served until January 31, 1866*
*

Worked as Carpenter at Tort Whipple at $100 ~er month, November and

Ilecemlx% 1866: employed at camp Date Creek, A.T,Z September 1, 1869, as Guide

at $75 per month and served there until May 3Z, 1870S when he was transferred /

to ~ort Vlhijjple and was discharged there on ~ovem’~er 3~$ 1870; l*s*edU=S*

Census, 1870, at Presoott as ~my scout~

Member of’ aparty of about 30 mexi under Ed, G. Peck who left Prescott

in May, 1871, with a prospector  named Miller who said he could lead them to.

a rich d~posit of placer gold; they were joined by over 200 others at old

Camp Grant and went in to the Sierra Aacha

fiad the place whe?e the gold was supposed

turned home via the MogoUoa Mountains and

l@untains but Miller never wxzld

to be so the men from Prescott re-

Camp Verde.

J@ed as @ide at $150 per month with Lieu* GA Wheeler on e=loration~
\

in northern J&i!40na during Hovember and ~ecembera 1871: served in ;he field as

Guide +d Interpreter,uzder General GeOrge Cook at $125 Per ~~nth f~on~ece~ber
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1, 1872 to March 30s 1873,

Elliott Co##es telling of the great ueed for an active Pioneersa Society in

northern Arizona from which the following is quot~d:
\

HOW manY are left like willard Rice, a type of the very brain, bone
wd siuew of the Territory~ who guid$d many a’military scout %0 sub
Cess$ and whose rifle-stock  could be notched from breecb~late to heel-
plate with the tally of good dead Indians~

I
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The Arizona Journal-Miner,-—

There also appeared in the Oourim? of September 19* that year? a state-

that he had met with a paitil accident:

Wbrd has been received from the Cornucopia mine in the Cherry District
that Wil~&dRice, the owner of that property, cut himself in the leg

Died at prescott, Yavapai Couxity, A.?., January 2* 1899, aged 66; the

Prescott Journal+iner  printed the following obituary: ‘— —

tie heard of the rich placer mines in Arizona, gathered a small party
of prospectors about him and came hither in 1863, encountering many obst~
cles and much hardship. Sharing the love and ambition of a majority of
prospectors, he eventually traversed a greater part of the mineral portion
of Arizona. Since that time he has been identified with some of the most
thrilling history of the ?erritory.

For ten years he was Guide and scout in the employ of the United States
Government,  stationed with soldiers at Fort Whipplet near l?rescott~ He was
foremost in all raids and engagements  made by the soldiers against the
Indians~ which at periods were almost daily. Indians feared his most U-
erring marksmanship. mlyunderstanding the Indian aethod and sagacity ia
warfare he was sever harmed or betrayed by the% He loved Arizona and her
peoplel and had unbounded faith in her great resources* He was a rRan Of
superior intelligence of kindly dispositions a true and charitable frietd$
and a good citizene
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