PRRTRIDCLE, Witiin M B0

PARTRIDGE, WILLIAM, born in England about 1825; listed,
Territorial Census, April, 186k, 3d District (Yavapail County),
age L1, single, resident in Arizona 3 months, occupation - Miner;
U. S. Census, 1870, at Weaver, Yavapal County, A.T., age L5,
occupation - Miner; member Aztlan Lodge No. 177, F. & A.M. at
Prescott, 1874; a description of sout hern Yavapai County printed
in the Prescott Ari zona Miner of April 16, 1875, contains this
paragraph:

Riech Hi || 1s the pl ace where, in the years
1863-l, many nmen of many minds picked up quart
cups full of gold.s An old Arizonan now in
Prescott W | | tell you what an exceedi ngly rich
bonanza that of Rieh Hill was, Jack W. Swilling
and A. H. Peeples Were anong the lucky hombres
who filled their pockets upon the occasion re-
ferred to. The gold alluded to was found al npst
upon the top of a very hi gh mountain. There are
now some fOrty men at work inthe placers of
this vieinity, all of whom are doing pretty well,
¥Mr. Partridge, a pioneer of the place, Mr. Marcus
and others are fo?l OW ng quartz mining with good
lucke

The fol |l owi ng additional references to him appeared in the

Arizona Miner:

Jaly 6, 1877 -- Mr. Partridge, Of Antelope, WhO is
at present building a large station and store at
that place, WAaS in town to-day making purchases

of material #£6r his building.

August 10, 1877 - = Some tine yesterday forenoon,
Aug. 9th, G. H. Wilson, of Antel ope station, on

the Wickenburg road, Went down to0 the next place
bel ow on the creek, bel onging to William Partridge,
where he | ost his fite at"thé hands of partridge,
under the follow ng cirecumstances, as nearly as

we can gather them from a written Statement sent
to t he Sheriff by the hands of John Timmerman,

W son went to the house of Partridge where
Wer e several persons WhO heard Wilson and Partridge
quarreling outside. One of the men Stepped out and
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saw Wilson running t owards thecreek, and turning
round saw Partridge with a gun. Wilson ran into
some brush, and Partridge threw stones in after
him. Wilson told Partridge that he was not armed,
but i f Partridge would put down his gun he woul d
fight him. Partridge called him hard names and
said, I have you now.

In a few moments the report of a gun was
heard, and I N a short tinNe the parties I n the house,
Who appear to have been somewhat timid about ap-
proaching t 00 near the gun, went out, and heard
Wilson calling for water, which they gave him. He
told them he was dying, and requested themto take
off hiS boots. "This was done, and after directing
that Mr. John Timmerman should take charge of his
effects he expired.

The parties present saw Partri dge enter the
house and come out with sonething tied up in a
handkerchi ef or white cloth. He gave his affairs
into the hands of one of his workmen and leftin a
westerly direction towards the Sexton mine,

This i S the acecount of the affair brought in
b% Mro. Timmerman: There are probably two sides toO
the matter, as there generally is, and when Coroner
Cate, who has gone down to hold an | nquest returns,
we shall be able t0 ascertain about it.

WIlliam Partridge is nearly the sane age as
Wilson, has |ived at Antelope and Salt R ver for
many years, is a miller by trade, was for a long
a resident Of Shasta county, california, is, We
judge from his dialeet, Oof English extraction, and
with the exception of nis difficulties with Wilson,
and one law SUit about a mine, has never t 0 our
knowledge, had any trouble with anybody, in fact
in all his ections and dealings W th people, he
aPPear_s to be one of the most harnless and in-
OTTensi ve men we ever mete.

We, W th all who knew them deeply regret the
occurrence which has cost the 1life of a good citizen,
and nade an outlaw and fugitive of another.

August 17, 1877 -- WIIiam Partridge, WhO killed
George H. (Yaqul) Wilson, at Antelope, on Thursday,
came in on the stage yesterday and surrendered
himself to the sheriff, OM Nng to the distance to
bring witnesses, t he examination was deferred until
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Sat urday next, when it will be held before Justice
Cartter. In t he meantime, Partri dge asks a sus-
pension Of public judgment in the matter, as he
hopes t0 be able t0 show a mach greater provocation
than the public is yet aware of.

Sept ember 7, 1877 -- The trial jury found William
Partridge guilty of murder in the second degree

for the killing of Ceorge H. Wilson and recommended
him t0 the mercy of the court, probabl % taking i nto
consideration hi s age and the faet of hi S having
been assaulted by Wilson with a sl edge handle, etce
This afternoon the prisoner was called up for
sentence i N the District Court, and t o the astonish-
ment Of many who were acquai nted with the case,
Judge Tweed fixed the timeof imprisonment for life,

November 2, 1877 -- Wm. Partridge, WhO in a moment
of excitenent and frenzy, killed Geo, He Wilson,

(Yaqui) has been removed, by the Sheriff, to his

new and, undoubtedly, lonesome quarters within t he

walls of the Territorial prison at Yuma. The

party | eft this morning.

March 21, 1879 -- Wm. Partridge who has been in

the Territorial Prison for nearly two years, Serving

a life sentence for the killing of Geo. He Wilson,
is getting old, i S feeble and should receive executive
clemency. He isn't a bad man,

January 9, 1880 -- Sone of our citizens have pre-
pared a petition whichis being general | y signed,
asking GOovernor Fremont to pardon Wm. Partridge,
WhO is now old and feeble, from the Territori al
Prison. Partridge was harassed, threatened, and
in many ways 11l treated by t he man he killed, and
it 1S evident that he committed the rash deed en-
tirely through fear,

Jenuary 16, 1880 -- Upon the reconmendation of
judicial officials and the appeal of our most

I nfluential citizens, to-day, GOvernor Fremont
signed a full pardon to Wm. Partridge, Who was
sentenced for life in the Territorial Prison at
Yuma, two years ago, upon his own evidence.
Partridge is a man over 60 years of age, whose
health, through confinenment within the walls of

a prison, has suffered much and had not the Governor
ext ended his clemency, di Sease must soon have carried
him t O the "other share." Of the many good things
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done by Governor Fremont, during his adm ni stration
in thi s Territory, none are nDre prai seworthy than
that just extended to William Partridge.

January 30, 1880 -- Wm. Partridge, lately pardoned
by Gov. Fremont, was in Phoenix last week, on his
way home to Ant eTope Creek, Where he did at one
time, OWN some valuable mining propertye.

A correspondent for the Prescott Courier witing from Congress

on January 23, 1896, stated:

Mr. Partridge has two mines bonded on Rich
Hill to Petrie and Large., They made t hree sSeparate
mill runs at Peery's, Whi ch were very satisfactory.
Those mines have consi derabl e devel opnent work on
them and will undoubtedly sell. He al so has three
m nes bonded to Newman, Wolloth & Cos, half a mle
from t he Yarnell; have been working them the past
four months; have nMade one shipment t O Pueblo, and
are running fifty tons through the Yarnell mill,
whi ch is giving fine results.

The follow ng items are taken from the Prescott Journal=-
Miner :

December 1, 1897 -- Wm. Partridge, one Of the
old time residents of Stanton, IS in town. Mr.
Partridge lives in a stone cabin at the above
place, Where he erected it in 186L, He has some
very fine mining properties there, whi ch he has
been devel oping for years,

January 17, 1898 -- We met Mr. Partridge, the

pi oneer of Weaver district, Who related at length
the truthful side of the eariydi scovery of gold
on the top of Rich Hill in 183, at which time
Mr. Partridge lived in a stone cabin at Antel ope
near Mr, Perry's store. MNr, Partridge told us
how Pauline Weaver, after whomthe district was
named, George Bryant and Mr. Peeples pull ed out
with from $35,000 to #$50,000 each, cleaned UP

in a short tine on the tOp of Rich Hill in 186l

Mr. Partridge owns the Bogota, Ben Harrison
and Devonshire mines near by that are val ued at
$25,000 and consi dered cheap at that prices
Di ed at Prescott, A.T., Septenber 12, 1899; aged T7l, buried

there in the Citizens Cemetery; at the tinme of his death he owned
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mining cl ai N8 in the \Weaver Distriet and personal property valued

at $3,874; an obituary in the TuCSON Arizona Star of September 16, -
reads as follows:

Another old pi oneer has gone overthe great
Divide. William Partri dge of Prescott has been a
resident of Arizona since'6l,, during which time he
has been prospecting and working for the develop=
ment of Arizona. The old pioneer was wel| 1liked
by all who knew him, and was said to be one of the
best informed citizens of Arizona On early history.
Why were not the facts obtained from him while he
lived for the benefit of the 1living present and
future generations? fThe territorial I?%i slature
has been urged to make appropriations for the col=
lection of data from all sources, especially from
t he pioneer popul ation which is fast passingawaye

It is a grave mistake in not having SO ime
portant a matter attended to. The Mo1d boys"
W | soon have gone to the beyond, from.whence
their know edge and early experiences cannot DE
hand., \WWat a valuable contribution to the early
history of Arizona would the experiences of WIIliam
Partridge have been. But he is dead and all is | ost
to the future historians of Arizona,
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