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POSTON, JOHN G

Born at Kentucky , 18

Son of Temple and Judith (Debrille) Poston.

Came t O the Gadsden‘ Purchase to assist his brother, Charles D. Poston
in mining operations.

Listed, U. S. Census, September 5, 1860, at Sierra (Cerro) Colorado
Mines, age 30, born in Kentucky, occupation, Merchant, property

val ued at $1,500; was Superintendent Of the Heintzelman Mine at

- Cerro Colorado when he and two German employees, probably nanmed
Haberman and Schmidt, were nurdered by Mexicans, July ,  1861;

the following account Of the killing was written by Raphael

' Pumpelly:

"We found t he bodies of Mr. John Pesten and the two

CGerman employees, Whi | e the absence of the Mexicans

showed plainly whe were the murderers. I heard the history

of the affair afterward in Sonora. A party of seven
 Mexicans had come from Sonora for the purpose of inciting
the peons at Arivacca and the mine to Kill| the Americans
and rob the two places. They reached Arivacca ‘the' same

day that Poston and I arrived, and, findi ng the white

force there t00 strong, had gone ONn to the mine. Here they
‘found NO difficulty in gaining Over the entire Mexican
force, including a-favorite servant Of Mr. Poston. Thi s
boy, acting as a spy, gave notice to the Mexicans when t he
white men were taking their siestas. Without giving their
victims A chance t 0 resist they murdered them I n col d blood,
robbed the place, and left for Sonora.

"They had st abbed Poston's brother and one Of the
Cermans as they were sleeping in di fferent rooms.

. "Ihe sther German, Who had been our cook at the Santa
Rita, and had Stood bravely by uS to the end, |ay rolled
up in blankets for protection from bullets fired t hrough
the window, \
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MLaying the bodies in-a wagon just arrived from
Arivacca, We returned to that place. That eveni ng we
had another burial, the saddest of all, for we conmmitted
to the-earth Of that accursed country the remains rot
only of a friend but of the brother ofoneofourparty.®
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