PREE, Wbn HempsTend © o

" PaGE, JOHN HEMPSTEAD, born in Maryland about 1834; married, Lercena
Ann Pennington, daughter of Elias g, and Julia Ann (Hood) Pennington, at
Tucson, December 24, 1858; daughter, MAry Ann (Mrs. John Charles Handy).
Jefferson gke i S quoted in "They Die But Once" as seying of him;

page canme in with the filibusters from California. That wes
Crabbts second bunch « the ones that Qgot tO port Yumatoo late tO join
Crabb, The first bunch, YOU know, was killed off at Cavorca in
Sonora, (April 7, 1857), In this second bunch was Bill Ake, my cousin, -
and John Page....... Dad contracted to cut timber for the mines at
Arivaca and sierra (Cerro) Colorado, Wetwo boys and John page drove
t he teams over t O the mines W t h timber,

Later he bvecame i nterested in producing lumver, Which then sold for

25 centsS a board~foot, an operation Of which pke gives t he following description;

Page, AlLT gscott, Joe pshworth, Jim Cotton and george multon had a
sawnill Up in the Santa Ritahills, fThey had asaw pit and sawed the

lumber DY hand, one man down in the pit and ome on top, {hey would saw

almost through the | 0 fOr esch board, tut leave fem tOQget her at one
end for a tise,

In March, 1860, he went to the saw pit accompanied by his wife, a
little Mexican girl naned Mercedes sais WhO was 9 years old, and Je J»
Reynolds (listed in the census that year as a | aborer from New York, 'age 31);
his W f e afterwerds testified as to what happened the next morming after her
husbend. and geynolds had gone into the woodsy

Q« VWere you ever at any i ME ceptured by Indians?

A. Yes, sir, | had chills and fever and the people told me tO QO Up in
the Santa Rita Mountains and the pure sir and WAt er would restore
me, That | S where | was captured.

Q. Where did the Imdians carry you When you Were capturedt

A. Right along on the fOOthills of the mountain, and when they could
not carry me any further rat her then leave me they tried to kill me,
stripped me Of my wai St and beat me and took off my shoes and left
me for dead, I suppose | lay there for several days and when I came
t0 I erawled along the best I could until I made it (O cemp, It was
a long time before | recovered,

Qe Are YOU the woman they threw over that cliff?

A, Yos, sir,

Qe Vhat direction were they going when they |eft yout

A. Going I'ight north, mThey took the 1little girl along; She was small and
t hey could take her;her people had sent her to me; She was a Mexican
girl; they carried her =znd could NOt carry me so left me for dead, -
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Qe Was the little (i r| recapturedt

A+ Yes, Captain gwell recaptured her.
Q. Were any of the membders of your f@8ilY k41led by the Indians at any

time?
A+ Yes, 4 Of them, two brothers, Ny father and first husband were’all
killed by the Indians,
Qe What wes your first husbandl's name?
A. John H, Page,he was killed Dy t he Indians between here and rort
Breckenridge, now Canp Grant, he was an escortf Or wagens,

IListed, U.S. Census, September 1, 1860, at Middle Santa (ruz
Settlement, age 26, DOrn in Maryland, occupation - Farmer, PrOperty valued
at $600; wife, age 23, born in(ﬁashville) Pennessee, Dr. Re H. Forbes of

Tfucson | N "The Penningtons, Ploneers of Early Arizona¥ states how he came %0

his death:

In March OF April, 1861, Mr. Page WAS embushed and Killed by Apaches
north of mueson While conducting a loed of goods toold Camp Grant. He
wasburi ed where he fell,atthe top Of the hill beyond Samaniego's
ranch, on the old road; and all that Mrs. Page €Ver saw of him was his
handkerchief, his purse and a lock of hi S hair,
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