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NEAHR, DAVID, born at Mohawk, Herkimer County,New York, 1826;
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hi S parents were both natives of the State Of New York; married Marie
Tpsas (1842<91), a Cocopah Indian, about 1858; children, Freedom (James),
Freeson (William), Freeman (Harry), Freeborn (Charles), Freecome (Frank),
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Freechild (Chito), Fanny A(
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Mrs. Thomas Arriola)
and rida Mary (Mrs, Mateo Pancrazi),

Learned the trade of steam engineer at Norristown, Pénnsylva.nia;
come to Fort Yama in 1856 and was employed by the (olorade Steem
Navigation Compeny as Chief Engineer for over 10 years; listed, U. Se
Census, 1860,at Arizona (ity (Yuma) as Steamboat Engineer; while at work
on the river he alsc became interestéd in mining and in 1863 joined in the
location of 8 claims in the La Paz District, 13 in the Castle Dome District
and 2 in the yeaver Mining District,

Listed, U.S. Census, 1870, at Arizona City, as Grocer, property
valued at $5,500; elected at a joint session of the Arizona Legislature as
one of three members of the Board of Territorial Prison Commissioners
created by am Act appro,ved February 12, 1875, Whi ch aut hori zed en issue of
5 yea:; Territorial bonds amounting to $25,000 for the erection of o -
Perritorial Prison at Yuma; the prison was built and he continued to serve
on the poard being its Chairman in 1882,

,

On October 5, 18’(5, he purchased the Northeast Quarter of Section
7, Township 1 North, Range 6 Fast for $600 from george W. Buck to whom the
land had been patented ON April 10, 18743 a few years later, on March 6,
1880, he filed splat of Neahrls addition to t he townof Phoenix which
subdi vi ded the auarter section that is mow bounded on the east by 7th Avenue,

on t he south by Harrison Street, on the west by 16th Avenue andon the north

by Woodland Avenue; the -Carnegie ILibrary now occupies t he block near the
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the center of the addition which he designated as "Public Grounds®,

-In addition to his general merchandise store in Yuma he continued
to be interested in mining DY meking 8 placer | OCcati Ons along Laguna
Gulch in 1872 and by joining i n the location of 8 placer claims i n the @ila
City Mining Distriet in 18773 t he following newspaper item was printed on
August 10, 1878;

| The new Piecacho quartz mill is being put up in solid shape,
~ with heavy stone foundation and walls, The proprietor, My, David
v Neahr, is a practicel mech:lnist end is giving the job personal
gupervision, '

That he found some gold there is shown by another item im t he
Tuma Sentinel of June 4, 1898;

Harry Neahr, son of David Neahr, sports a watch fob of gold

t aken from t he Picacho mine nineteen years ago. Itwasdesigned and
manufactured by his father, David Neshr,

Listed,U.S, Census, 1880, at Yume as Merchant and the fol | owi ng
year his name appears in Disturnelll‘_s Arizona Gazetteer as prospector of
the Agua (aliente Hot Springs; at the time of his death he also owned 200
acres of patented land near Palomas, in Yume County,upon Whi ch he had 100
head eof cattle, 13 horses, 8 mules and a Kentucky Jack; the Neahr addition
to Phoenix was appraised at $4,900 in 18843

Died at Yuma, A.T.» March 26, 1884, sged 58; burled, Yuma

Cemetery; the Yuma Arizona Sentinel said of himg

Mr, Neahr has been | dentified with Yuma for 29 years, (oming
here at such an early day he had been abl e t0 wateh t he growth and
progress of €VeEly industry and has assisted in many of them, Into
whatever business he embarked he carried the same principles of
honesty end rectitude, As engineer, mechinist,merchant and miner,
Mr, Neahr was always recogniged as a thoroughly honestman, His
funeral which took place Thursday afternoon, wasattended by a
large concourse Of friends and relatives, The funersl service of

the Masonic order was read.
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