May, wiimy :

MAY, WILLIAM, ceme to the Gadsden Purchase, 1857; settled on the
. \/Santa Cruz River about 20 miles south of san Eavier; semuel Wo Cozzens who
not him in 1859 saidg

Every ome in Arizona knew Bill, « a wholewgouled, generouse
hearted, daring frontierman, who never turned a traveller away bungry
from his door, or refused the shelter of his roof to the unfortunate,
¥e bad passed many ranches on our way, seen many fields of waring
e¢orns but had ridden thus far because we wanted to see Bill May, We
found him at home, and he bade us "Enter® in the loud, cheery tones of
& man whose heart was in his words; and the warm, friendly shake of
the hand with which he greeted us spoke & sincere velcano,

May was e fine, athletic fellow, fully six feet in height, as
brave as Julius Caesar, and as ceol as a cucumber, never losing his.
presence of mind under any circumstances, He wes at war with the

v Apaches, and took every opportunity to fbagh: xﬁme of them, as he exw
pressed it, Only a few dayes before, he had followed a party who had
stolen some of his ecattle, and not only recovered the stock, butfbagged®
two of the Indians, of which fact he felt Justly proud,

A hearty supper of venison, with plenty of good coffee to enliven
us during the evening, and help us swallow some of the Indian stories
Bill entertained us with, together with a clean, sweet bed to sleep
in, » the first we had occupied since we left Mesilla, =~ rested and
refreshed us for our morrow?s journey, ‘

On the return journey frem Fort Buchanan to Tucson, Cozzens agaln stopped
with mg

¥e spent the night with our friend Bill May, who, after administerw
i'ng to the comforts of the inner nan, entertaineé. us until a late hour
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Mexican frontier, he having been one of the few who escaped of the party
tha.t fomed. the Crabb expeditien into Sonora.

Jeined a party of settlers who decided to abandon their homes when
all Federal treops were ordered to leave what is now southeran Arizena in July,
1861; killed when Apaches attackeé their wagon train at the entraace to Cookls
Canyon, New Mexice; Jefferson Ake saids |

We had got almost to the mouth of the Canyon and was going along
free and easy, Then without no warning st all, the Indians came

hellityelarrun, Just awswarmine outen the rocks, There was a whole
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cloud of fem, The first rush they shot Wa,dsworth, killed May, and
broke Redding?s leg,
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Another 0ld settler of the Santa Cruz Valley was B1ll ng,

an old frontierama.n. who had been 1n many tight plaoea., May tas _

one of the very few, of the party that formed the Crabb expedition,
who escaped.
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“Mey, Villiem Byra - .

h

Hi story of Contra Costa County. San Franciseo
Slocum & Co, 1882,

1 ]
b. Temn. 10/30/1819; to Cal. 1850; Cal. Leg-
islature 1854-.35- joined Ark, Regiment
during Mexican War; in Fall of 1852 em-

barked “in mining Sperations which he con-f
tinued until the Fall of 1853,
Biog, not copied,

"NOTE: Could this by ¥m, May who.was in' Pima
County, 1851% E.K,




