" LEw, Frawerses Solawo "

LEON, FRANCISCO SOLANO, born at Tucsén. Sonora, Mexico, August 24,
1818; son et" Jose and Frencisca Leon; married Remona Elias, daughter of
Luis Eliess, at Tueson about 1843; children, Cirile S., Francisco, Manual
S., Eusebio, Librada, Fre.ncisca.)naria,(nary Jane), Pas L, (Mrs. Demetrio
Romero), Cleofa who beceme & Nun (Sister Amelia) and Guadalupe, who
married Henry S, Holmes and after his aeath narried Peter Stoller,

The following is taken from his testimony (i ven at Tucson on June
14, 1886, as a witness for the Government in OPPOSi ti ON to the confirmation
of the so~called Tres Alamos land grant on the San Pedro River:

He was Q soldier i N the Mexican Army, and for a time WAS stationed
at the Presidio af fTucson. He first visited and knew thal part of the
sen Pedro valley celled "Tres Alamos®about 1838, There were t hen ne
persons living there, noranches or settlements; but he remembers
gseeing scequies (ditches) and some other evidences that portion of the
valley had been cultivated,but t he settlers had been driven out by the .
hostile Apaches, There was ne town or pueblo known as Tres Alamos,
but he remembers three COttonwood trees (Tres alamos) Whi Ch he supposed
gave name to this part of the valley, and that they stoed, as nearly as
he can recollect, on t he west side of the San Pedro River and about one=
fourthof a mile from t he river,

He further saysthat there WaS ne roed crossing near t he Tres
Alamos, but owing t0 t he beaver dams the lands along the San Pedre,
below and above t he #mres Alamos,? WAS pantano (marshy) and could only
be- crossed ia places by asingle horge; t hat there were several trails
through the valley but no defined road, t he main crossing being near
where the t Own Of Beanson now stands,

He slso remembers that the Commander of the Presidio seat troops -
to escort the laborers to the Pres Alamos and guard them while culti-
veting t he erops, end asS soon as the crops were gat hered the laborers
returned to Tucson with t he troops and spent the winter,A portion of
the subsistence for t he troops at t he Presidio WAS obtained in thi S way,

When Bishop lemy sent Father J,p, Machebeuf, t he Vicar-General, from

Santa Fe to Tucson in 1859 Leon geve him A house which was used asa
church; listed, U,S., Census, 1860, at Tucson, occupation, Farmer, property
val ued at $1,200; Territorial Census, 1864, at Tueson, occupation, Farmer,

property worth $700; member from Tucson and Pima County, lst and 24

Territoriel Councils at Prescott, 1864 and 1865; again served in the 6th




LECN, FRANCISCO SOLANO o
Gouncil from Pima County at Tucson, 1871; listed U.S. Census, 1870, at
Tucson, occupation, Farmer, property valued at $15,000,

He was a successful stock man with ranches in the Rincon and
Baboquireri Mountains; also farmed | I'I'i gat ed land near Tucson and at one
time had a store in the town; was a devout Catholic and made substential
coptributions to the Church; died at Tucson, March 1, 1891, aged 71

buried in the Catholic (emetery at Tucson; en obituary in the Arizona pailz

-

The deceased Was highly respected by all of the old people who
knew him, fOr he was the soul of homor and a light for £°0d emong
his people, In hig death mycgon hes lost one Of her very best
Mexican citizens,
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