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KEAM, THOMAS VARK‘ER, born at Kenwyn, a suburb Of Truro, County
of Cornwall, England, August 6, 1842; son of Thomas Vareoe
Keames (a Mariner) and Grace (Stevens) Keames; married by the
tribal basket ceremony t O Astzan Ashihih (Salt Woman), (1852-1939)
a Navajo of the Moqul Buttes reglon, atFortDefiance, Arizona
Territory, 1869; children, Tom (Hasthin Dedezahih - Nr. Point-
of-a-Mesa), born, 1870, and Billy (Hasthin Bini Ditl'ohih -

Mr. Bearded-Face), born, 1872,

Went t O Sea as a boy, sailing as midshipman in the English
mercantile marine to Sidney and Newéastle » Aus?zralia; cam,e' to
California as a sallor late in 1861; enlisted, age 19, on Jamuary
22, 1862, at San Francisco, Cal., to serve t hree years as Private,
Captain E. D. Shirland's Company C, lst California Cavalz‘*y;
crossed southern Arizona with the Column from California, May and
June 1862; stationed on the Rio Grande » July to December, 1862;
was at Fort West ’ N.M., when the Apache Chief, Mangas Coloradas,
was killed on January 19, 1863, and marched late t hat month on a
scout to the San Franci SCo River, A.T;; returned to the R O Grande
in April and was stationed on the Mimbres River, N.M., from August,
1863, to May, 1864; on the march down the (ila and at Camp Goodwin,
4Te, June and July, 1864; transferred to Company B, same Regiment,
at Fort Sumner, N.M., October 8, 1864; honor abl y discharged on
expiratien of enlistment at Santa Fe » N.M. » January 22 1866;
enlisted at Fort-Bascom, N.M., and mustered in {0 date from
February 18, 1865, as 24 Lieutenant, Company E, lst New MeXico
Cavalry, ‘celanal Christopher Carson, Coanding; was Post Adjutant
at Fort Stanton, W.Me.; honorably discharged at Santa Fe, N.Ma.,




September 29, 1866.
‘Remained inmﬁawaexieb and was granted a license by the

Indian Buresu to tr 5 '

Indians, February 4, 1868; served as Clerk aﬁd interpreteriat

. Fort Defiance, A.T., 1869-72; after the marder of Agent Miller by

Ube Indlans on Jume 11, he was appointed by General 0. 0. Howard

at $1200 per annum as Special Agent for the Navajos, August 5, :

1872, and served in that position until July 28, 1873; while
acting as Specilal Ageﬁu he organized the first'c,mpauy of Navajo

Indian Police consisting of 130 men under Chlef Mamuelito, which
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rendefed good service in maintaining order on the Reservation;
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Ngtﬁralized as an American citizen in the District Court of
Bernalille County, N.M., 1875, after which he made a vigitlte
Cernwai‘hto see his moth&r; e@pleyed at $100 per mont
| risoners ér war
at Fort Wingate, N.M., September 29 to November 30, 1877; employed
at same salary as Chief Packer on duty with Indian prisoners at
0jo Caliente, N.M., from December 1, 1877, to March 15, 1878,

Established-aﬁ Indian trading post in partnership with

William Leonard & mile south of Fort Defiance, A.T., 1879; removed
15'1881 to Peach Orchard Spring (since known aS Keam'!'s Canyon) 80
miles west of Fort Defiance, where he built a store of hiS own te

trade with the Nava jos and Hopis and lsarned to speak both of their
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languages fluently, here he extended h@apitality to scientifie
explcrers and others who visited the region; made collections of

.

prehistoric Indian artifacts the largest of which was for the
Mﬁseum of Et«hnc;logy at Bérlin, Germany; ether collections of
antiquities were seni: to tie Peabody Museum at Cambridga, the
Uxiivers,itj of Pennsylvania, the Fleld Columbian Museum at Chieago

and to the National Museum in Washington, D.C.; while at Keam's

JPl-ateau but was unable to develop © '?ham after the area was included
in the Western Navajo Indian Reservation,

Sold his trading post to Lorenzo Hubbell of Ganado, A.‘I!.,‘
May 16, 1902, and, being in failing health, soon afterwards
returned to hils "b.*..r!‘ah“la’ J .
States in 1903 to dispose of some of his interests and made his
W || at Philadelphia, Pa., in July of that year; after a short
vlsit he returmd to‘ Truro and died t here on November 30, 1904,
aged, 62; i nterment in the Churchyard of the Parish Church of
Kenwyno

His estate was appralsed at & 11,718,17.6 ($56,000) and a
deat h duty of & 462.6.9 ($2,250) was paid to t he British Govermment;’
the principal item was 120 shares in the First National Bank of
Albuquerque; The Executors were hls cousins, James Stevens of
Truro and Frederick A. Wing of London, to each of whom he left
a legacy of $5,000; the estate was completely wound up, October
24, 1906, in the Prineipal Probate Registry at London, but the

total amount realised WaS insufficient to pay the bequests in full;
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the residue, amounting to about $25,000 was left to the Royal .
Institution of Cornwall of which he became a member in 1895; -
t O the Museum of which he Dad made a number of contributions
including a fine series of Navajo silver ornaments.

Member, United Service Club, Philadelphia; Companion,
Pennéylvania Gomﬁandary, Military Order,Loyal Leglon of the
United States, 1890-1904; Keams Canyon Post Office and Indian
School, Navajo County, Arizona, named for hime
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