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GRooM, ROBERT wiLLaM, born in O ark County, Kemtucky, August 28, 1824; son of

Joseph and Nancy Groom; never merried; noved wWith his parents to Cay Coumty, Hissouri,
when 3 years of age and there attended the country schools; went to Kentucky in 1843
for further schooling and was Deputy County Surveyor of Trigg County, 1845-48; listed,
U, S, Census, June, 1850, With his parents at Liberty, Missouri,

Went to California vis Salt Lake City in the fall of 1850 and engaged in mining
at Houghton, Anerican River, Nevada City, South Yuba and Frenchmanfs Bar, 1851-52;
went by sea from San Francisco to San Pedro and becane interested in a trading post
west of Los Angeles on the road to Yuma; obtai ned a contract from the Surveyor General
on Cctober 9, 1856 to survey certain townships west of the San Bernardino Meridian;
wes Comty Surveyor of San Diego County, 185659 and agai n in 1861-62; Representative
froz San Di €g0 County in the 9th and 1lth Calif ornia Legislatures, 1858 and 1860,

First came to Arizona at La Pas in 1862 and later that year went via the Bill
Williams River and San Francisco Mbuntain to Zmi and Albuguerque, N,M,; A,F,Benta
stated that he was arrested at Santa Fe as a Confederate spy and held with ball and
chain at Fort Union, N,M,, uUntil| released on reeeipt of a letter from Senator Janes 4,
McDougel Of California certifying to his loyslty,

Employed at Fort Craig, N.M., on July 2, 1863, at $90,00 per month as Quide to
t he new gold mines di Scovered in northern Arizona w th alker Party; left Albuguerque,
N.M,, with J, B, Clerk,” Surveyor Ceneral of New Mexico, and a military escort commnded
by Captain N, J. Pishen; clinbed the San Francisco Muntain teo observe the lay of the
land; arrived and made camp On Granite Creek at the present site of Preseott, Arizona
in July, 1863; served as Arny Quide until September 30, 1863,

The Journal of the Pioneer and Walker M ning Districts showsthat ON August 24,
1863, he joined with Captain Joe WAl ker and six others in |ocating the "Groom Lode

situated between Granite Creek and Welkerfs in G oom Creek"; ot her mining |ocations
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that he made that year were the Turkey Creek Lode, With John Laughlin and Valentine

Guyerick in October and 200 feet on the Gross | 0de in November; | n February, 1864,

he located 200 feet on the Forest Rose quartz | ode and 200 feet on the Mtto lode,
Listed Territorial Census, April 1864, 3d District (Iavapai Gounty) ago 39,

4 single, resident in Arizona 7 months, OCccupati on - Miner; surveyed and pl;tted t he
Town of Prescott, A,T., and was then appoi nted Conmmi ssioner on Miy 20,1864; to
supeyvise the sale of town lots; el ected from Groomdale, 3d District, & member Of the
let Territorial Couneil, 1864, and re-elected from Yavepei County to the 2¢ Territorial

v’ Couneil, 1865; surveyed and plotted the town of Wickenburg, 1868; listed, U, S, Census,
1870, at Preseott, occupati on - Miner; the Prescott Jgterprige of January 5, 1878,

stat ed thats

_ Bob Groom. one of the “male parents® of thkepart of Arizona
| S rusticating at Prescbbt, but his-heart is in the-Hunrbug m ning
distriet,
His name appears en the Geat Register of HMaricopa County as a voter at Wickenburg
in 1862 and in 1888 he was operating the Kag Sol omon m nes 12 miles west of there;
at the time Of his death he owned mining properties in southern Yavapei and northern
Maricopa Counties appraised at $34,500,
Died at Wickenburg, Maricopa County, A.T., January 21, 1899, aged 74; buried

Cemetery § Groom Peak on the southern

v end of the Waldpai Mbuntains in Mohave County and G oom Creek in Yavapei County were

naned for him,
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