COLDNATER, MICHAEL, born at Konin, Russi an Péland, in October,
1821; married, Sarah Nat han in London, England, March 4, 1850;
children, Morris, Samuel, Henry, Benjamin, Baron Nat han (Barry),
Elizabeth, Carris (Mrs. Pﬁilip N. Aronson) and Anni e (Mrs. Ral ph
Prager).

Went from England to California in 1852 and first located 4n
t he mining town of Sonora, Tuolumne County; his wife and son, Morris,
arrived from England in 1854 and resided with him in Stockton and
San Franclsco; noved in 1858 t0 Los Angel es where he was naturalized
as an American citizen i n 1861,

Cane to La Paz on the Col orado River in 1862 t0 engage in
business with his brot her Joseph under the firm nane of J. Gol dwater
and Bro.; listed there In the Territorial Census taken in April,
1864, age 44, married, family in California, resident in Arizona 2
years, occupati on - Merchant, property valued at $15,000; changes
In the river channel made it difficult to unload freight fromsteam
boats directly Into freight wagons at La Paz so they noved their
store about & miles down streamto a bluff on the Arizona bank at a
pl ace which was called Mneral Gty but became the town of Ehrenberg
in 1869,

After the arrival of Federal troops in 1863 they engaged for
more than a decade in bi dding on Army contracts to supply grain and
provisions to the military posts In central and northern Arizona and
in carrying out such contracts, built up a large freighting business
.both from California and New Mexico as is indicated by a paragraph
whi ch appeared in the Tucson Arizona Citizen of Decenber 10, 1870:
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The Santa_Fe PoSt of Nov. 26th, says: "Mr.
M.GoTdwater, Esq., of Ehrenberg, Arizona, IS in
our ecity, and has favored us with a visit. M.
G. came to Santa Fe by the new road via Camp
Verde, which he assures us is one of the best and
smoof hest roads in the countr ,and it 1s60to
70 miles shorter than the ol d one. M. Gol dwat er
yesterday got the contract for 500,000 pounds of
corn, t0 'be delivered at Canp Verde, in accordance
with the advertisenent of Capte. Hawley, which ap-
peared in The Post, and will undoubtedly purchase
it in our TerrI¥ory and have it taken hence by

teams",

The Prescott Arizona Miner of Cctober 29, 1870 reported that

"the train of WIlson w. Jones and M. CGol dwater has lately delivered
a very large |oad of Governnent stores at Canp McDowel | which wae
hauled over t he new road from Bhrenberg t0 Salt River and MoDowell"
and on May 18, 1872, stated that he was in Prescott from Ehrenberg
to bdd on Arny contracts; 1t was on June 15 of that year when he,
with his brother Joseph and Dr. W. W. Jones, were attacked by
Apaches near Granite Mountain, west of Prescott, his brother being
severely wounded; the Mner of My 7, 1875, al so announced that

J. Gol dwat er & Bro. had been awarded Arny contracts for supplying
Gamps McDowell, Verde, Fort Whipple and the Whipple Depot with
bar|l ey during the fiscal year, 1875-76, .

I n 1872 he and hls brother opened a branch store in Phoenix on
the northwest corner of Jefferson and First Streets which was nanaged
by his son, Morris, until 1876 when the stock was noved to Prescott
upon the establishment of their general merchandise busi ness at that
place; the following is taken fromthe Prescott Arizona Enterprise eof

Japuary 5, 1878
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Dropping into the beautiful store of J.
Gol dwat er & Bro o, this morning, we found the ol d
war chief in bad humor, on account of the failure
of a certain Mohave M ning Conpany to pay sone of
I tS checks, when due., But, he showed us several
bars Of silver bullion, which | ooked very nice
and very tempting. They came from the Silver
d ance furnace, oOn the Col orado river.,

That robbers as well as Indians caused him trouble 1is shown

by articles printed in the Yuma Arizona Sentinels

April 17, 1880 - - We are under obligations to
Howar d Dougl as, thepopular and efficient pro-
pristor of the stage and mail |ine between this

pl ace and Ehrenberg, for the particulars othe
robbery of Gol dwater Bro's, Store in Ehrenberg,
on Monday night. About 11 o'clock Mr. M. Gol d-
wat er was awakened by a noise in his room and
found himself | ooking Into two ugly sixshooters, .
held by two resolute nen in disguise, One had 0N
a mask” and the other was bl acked with charcoal,
After binding his hands and feet they carried him
in the store roomand at the nuzzle of their re-
volvers, conpelled him to open the safe containing
about $3,000 in money and gol d dust, which t hey
secured, and after hel ping thenselves to sone
canned goods, and a valuable gol d watch, hastily
departed. Thelr entrance was effected through the
corral, and SO quiet was their operations that the
cook, @ Chinaman Sl eeping in the next roomwas not
awakened by the noise. Mr. Gol dwater thinks the
men Were Anericans fromthe determnation and
resol ute character of tk whole proceedingse

May 1, 1880 - - Mr. M chael GCol dwater,and his
son, Henry Goldwater, arrived from Ehrenberg
Thursday . They cane down the Colorado in a

smal | boat, and reported everything quiet at
Mohave and otker points al ong the river., No
clue has as yet Dbeen obtained to the perpetrators
of the robbery committed on him at his store in
Ehrenberge...Mr. M. Gol dwater is on his way to
San Francisco, Mr. H. | eaves today for Prescotte

The follow ng 4s an extract from an obituary published In the

Prescott Couriler:
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He was in business at La Paz, Ehrenberg,
Vulture, and in fact, was well, wi dely known and
favorably known all al ong the Arizona frontier,
for he was a man of Preat energy, busi ness ability,
and correct methods of transacting business. In
1876 he noved to Prescott and Started the business
which i1s today continued by his sons, both in this
city and Phoenix. He left for San Francisco in
1886, where he has since resided,

He built the store now occupied by Mrris
CGol dwat er & Brothers in 1879, and the building at
that time was one of the nost substantial in
northern Arizona, and itS builder WasS i N receipt
of great praise for showing so much faith in the
future of the then struggling village of Prescott.

| n 1885, at the earnest &olicitation Of his
fell ow cltizens, he ran for nayor of Prescott, was
el ected and proved to be one Of the noSt progressive

m_a){ors the Gty ever hadse He was one of the business
pillars of this community at a time when such pillars

were greatly needed, and he was one of the few who
had the foresight and backed it upe

Died at San Francisco, California, April 18, 1903, aged 81;

buried there in Sherith Israel Cemetery.
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