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GILSON, WILLIAM, born in Leinster, Ireland, about 1834; marri ed

El i zabeth Monihan at Haverhill, Massachusetts, 1883; children, William,

Jre, and Bessie (Mrs. Frank Clancy)e.

Arrived at ILa Paz from California, October 14, 1863, and went from

t here to the Weaver Diggings; listed, Territorial Census, 1864, 34

District (Yavapal County), age 30, born in Ireland, resi dent in Arizona

Si X months; occupation - Miner; settled at Date Creek where he was ap-

pointed el ection Inspector for that precinet on April 6, 1869; t he

Prescott _Arizona M ner of May 21, 1870, reported that;

Shafts are being sunk upon one ortwol odes in the
Martinez district with fair promise, 1Indeed, 1t IS
asserted that the ore now being taken out 1is ex-
traordinary rich. Geo Ho Kimball and Wm. Gilson, of
Camp Date Creek, are NOW here, purchasi ng tools, powder,
ete., 10 be used in sinking upon these ledges.

Listed, Ue. S. Census, 1870 at Date Creek, age 34, occupation =

Farmer; on Novenber 5, 1872, he was el ected Justice of the Peacej the

followmng was printed in the_Mner of April 16, 1875:

"™ie spent the night at the home of WIIliam Gilson, a
brave old pioneer, WO W th his sister and her bright
1ittle girl have a charming home on Date Creek, tWwo oOr
t hree miles below the post. Mr. 3ilson has a | arge
band of American cattle, fine farm, orchard, and other
good things."

The following references to him appeared in the Prescott Courierg

May 13, 1882 - = Willlam Gllson, a veteran Arizonlap,
s up fromhis fine farm and stockranch bel ow Camp Date
Creek,

February 17, 1883 - = Wl |iam Gilson, of Date Creek, has
sold his cattle and ranch to Messrs Hugo Richards, Jim
Ooneal and General Crook for $30,000.

March 31, 1883 - = Messrs, Oneal and Gllson Wi |l go to
Date Creek today to see to the gathering of the cattle
recently sold by Mre. Gilsone
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May 5, 1883 - - William Gilson, WhOo was one of the

first citizens Of the County to engage in Stock raising
and carp production, is here from Date Creek.

July 14, 1883 - - William Gilson, Who recently sold his
cattle and range ONnDate Creek to a Prescott Company,
has purchased the George Roberts place in the Selt River
valley. He 1s now about to visit Gila Bend, after doing
which, he may visit relatives in Massachusettse

Was a member Of Aztlan Lodge Noe 177 (1) Fo & A.M. at Prescott
until 1885; noved to the Salt River Vall ey and became a successful farmer;
died at his home on the Tempe road aast of Phoenix, Maricopa County,
A. Te, January 31, 1909; buried, St. Francis Cemetery, Phoenix; at the
time of his death the Arizona Republican said of hims

He came to the Territory in 1863 and engaged in mining
at Walnut Gove with W. Ho Kirkland and others. After
that he settled on Date Creek. At that time that was
an Indian country and Indlans were at their worst,

Mr. Gilson took his part in the struggle of these
settlers against their depredations and their murderous
raids,

Mr, Gilson came to this valley 1in 1883 and bought the
o}d Roberts ranch. He built the St. John's canal and
the Gilson bl ock at the corner of Second and WAshi ngton
streets, NOW known as the Dennis blocke INn fact few

men have done so nmuch for the building of Phoenix and
the salt River Valley as ¥r. Gilson,
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