GAVM, KL/

GAVIN, WILLIAM, born at Nova Scotia, cam&i(f 4
18 (about 1835; son of
and .

Listed, Territorial Census, April, 1864, 3d Judie ial District
(Yavapal County)age 30, resident | N Arisona?2 months ; on June 30,
1865, he recorded t he following mining claims in the Big Bug
District t 0 Whi Ch he had acquired title prior to that year;200
feet each in t he following named claims, Chispa, Sonoma, Big Bug,
Ells, Bed Rock, Sinaloa, Euridyce, Buncombd, Bourbon and Napa,

Howase t Bi g Bug, Yavapai County, Wwhen the 1870 Censuswas
tsken, occupation - Hunter; the f Ol | OWi Ny references to him appeared
in the Prescott irizona Miner:

March 20, 1874 - - Messrs., Hitchoook and Rogers, of
Big Bug, are | N town. M¥r. H. informs us that his
wheel and arrastra, also the whesel and arrastraof
Wm. Gavin were wéring well,

March 10, 1876 - - ISABELLA MILL AND MINE ON BIG
BUG.--Mr. C. E, Hitchcook commenced WOI Kk ON the
Isabella mine Wi th asmall force,under Billy Gavin,
on the lst of November. They now have four shafts
from 50 { O 60 feet doep, and levels I'UN 50 feet
each way showirga vein of ore from two-and-a-half
to four Teet wile . They have out 500 tons, andare
averagi ng 24 tons per day to the man,

Work commensed ont he m || and buildings
December lst, and in 65days t he daite) water-
wheel, road, ete, Were completed, and in 90 days
the 10-stemp mill was running with 300 tons of
ore in front of the batteries.Thisisperhaps
the quickest work in the way Of mill building and
mine developing ON reocord.

It is of record that | N Mareh, 1878, he sold 12 mining claims
in t he Hunmbug Distrietfor §1,000 but he must have had additional
resources { O acocomplish What was reported in the fol | OWi Ng 1tems

printed in the Arizona Miner:
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August 23, 1878 - - Some of Billy Gavin's old
friends would be surprised should they happen to
be traveling through North Carolina and mset him
dressed up in a fine s it of blaok clothes, “"bilead"
shirt, stove-pipe hat, and a pair of high heeled
:gotaa such being a part of the regimentals he has
nned. Co R -

April 18, 1879 - - O, E. Hitohcook and family, we
learn, are living in Alabama, Billy Gavin is also
in Alabams, has purchased a farm and beceme &
ermine granger. These people who lived so long

Arizona and had thelir share of trouble and
hardships, we are pleased to know are now quietly
passing their days benedth the shades of the palm,
fig and orange groves of the balmy 3outh,

He gave up farming in Alabame and returned %o mining in
Yavapal County as 1is lhown‘by mmerous reports in the Prblogtt
Courier some of whioch stated:

April 8, 1882 « - Billy Gavin and T. W. Boggs are
developing a good mine two miles below Cottonweod
Station. One of the owners found the float from

the mine some years ago but never pushed his in-

vestigation of the ledge until recently.

August 11, 1885 - - THE PINE SPRING MINE - - This
property, which, some two months ago, was discovered
by Messrs. Gavin and Morgan, is in the Turkey Creek
District, about 24 miles south of Presgott. V¥hen
first found many people said it was & "blow-out."

It 1s not anything of the kind. It is now opened
by a good sized shaft a depth of between 40 and 50
feet and has every indisation of being a true
fissure vein. They have sacked, réady for shipment,
ore of sufficient value to make them feel that they
are well fixed, financially. They could, to-day,
sell their ore for from $60,000 to $100,000; that
is, the best ore they have taken out,

This mine is owned by the Aiscoverers, Mesars,
gavin and Wm. R. Morgan and John M. Roberts, whom
they located with them. The writer has known Mr.
Gavin since 18684; Mr. Roberts, from a later date,
and Mr. Morgan for & few years. Gavin and Mergan
were “hard up" when they struck the treasure;
Roberts was well fixed. They deserve the sugccess
that is theirs,
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Noe man in Arisora has dene mere prespest
than Gavin, and his efforts have deen made in other
seations beside Arizona. Frem beyhoed up he has
besn on the frontier "ehasing the wild deer,” hunt~
ing float and breaking reck, He hasz diseovered a
at many oodhlrl the best of which s un~
oubtedl. rm:&u from which we hope he
will realise at least a :

Iln‘-“.

He has rismd his 1ife hers and ¢lsevhere
thre ut the vest. Indians have often tried %o
ki1l s Bub he was wise as well as lusky and
always cams out first best, His eyes are now
g;:“ﬂt lasy, but they used to serve him se well
hat no ons gould hit & deer better than Eilly;
nor has any living Arisonsn killed more of them

than he,
In the matter of persenal appearanse, Billy
is ove mm-nzum.mm'

s
uaintances often ask us the guestion if we
Billy will put on any le; now that he has
*strusk it rich.” Ve opine notj he has had "stakes"
before and was never known to "fix up" mmeh,

August 18, 1883 « - Two teams, hauling about ten
tons of rieh silver ore from ‘ho Pine Spring mine,
Turkey oreek district, passed through Prescotd
Sat y afternoon last bound feor Ash Fork, on the
Atlantic & racifiec reilrosd, over which the ore
will be taken %o }Fueblo, Col. kir. Javin was with
the wagons and will ascompany the ore %o Puebloe

- Ha to meet him on the street he was
pleased to inform us that when he laft the mime,
about four s ago, the shaft was down 55 fees,
at which depth the rich ore was Swo feet thisk
and very rich. He showed a large pisce of horn
silver, which had come from & streak in the bottem
of the shaft. It was adbout two inches in length,
12 in width and over an insh thick. Thoss who
xnow believe that the ten tons will sell for from
{80,000 s £100,000.

April £6, 1884 - -~ Bllly Oagin, with whom we
prospested, saxped and didged Indians, ss far baek
as 1664, visited the eity yesterday. ’mm '
-stugk %o apesting and -i:unc and has "»

i1t.," we have follewed printing, farming, sheep
and eattle raising and have been strusk. We do
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not envy Billy his good luek in the ninnl; he pichly
deaerves it.

That he left Arisoma ror Idaho oarly that.yq:r 1s indicated
by the following item printed in the Prescott Journal-Miner of
April 16, 1887 | |

Billy Gavin, one of the locators of thn Pine

Spring mine, on Turkey eruok, is now in the Coour

d' Alene country.

Died at \ — | on _ _ - .

Buriled \ ,' - Ceme tery,

sSountEs o !IlUlIul!ll
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3 2, SAplem : , Sep tonbor 30 Gotobor S11-4,
November 11, 212 And December 16, éa 2111 Nay 26, 14,2 and
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113, Fovember 17, 2:1, November £4, 1:9 and December 8, 1883,
i Jaruary 5, 2:2, Pebruary 23, 3i3, Mareh 16 412, and April

26 1884 431} :luunry 0, 413 and Maroh 20, 1885, 513; July
10" 1886, £12; Jamuary 29, 1850, 1.3,

WANTED

1, Cbituaries or anything to show what finally became
Of him.

2+ References to him in the Arizona Mner before 1874,




