———

EASS, 0CTRIINS DECATVR,

OASS, OCTAVIUS DECATUR, born in Troy Township, Riehland
County, Ohio, February £8, 1829, son of John and Ann(MoCluer)
Gass; his father was born in Brooke County, Virginia, in 1798;
married, Mary Virginia Simpson, a native of Missowri, ¢ *

on » 18 ; children, Fenton X.,

Perry P., Florin A,., Octavius D. Jr., Lela (Mrs. Joseph Slaughter)
and Ina (Mrs. W. Hollenbeck).

Salled from Baltimore, Maryland, via Cape Hern, for Califernia
in 1840; his first work in San Prencisco was unloading portable

houses, which were a “part of the ship'!s ocargo, for whioh he re-

- ceived $10 per day; shortly afterwards he went to El Dorado County

to engeage in placer mining and followed that cooupation in northern
California for some time. .
Moved to Los Angeles where he served as Zanjero of the town
in 1853-54; was made & Master Mason in Los Angeles lodge No. 42,
F. & A.M, on Novembder 88, 1855; engaged, without success, in tin
mining at Temesoal, 1858-590; came to Arisona late in 1865 and was
listed aU A miner in the Territorial Census taken in 1884, ¢ { El
Borade Clhynn in what later became Mohave County. . "?fv
He leocated at Callville in 18685 md wni elected that year te
represent Mohave County in the 24 Arisona Territorial Legislature;
he was instrumental in the creation of Pah-Ute County from the

northern half of Mohave Oounty, the greater part of which was

. west of the Colorade River with Callville as the County seat;

slected from Pah-Ute County to the 3d and 4th Territorial Couneils,
1866-67, and was chosen a&s President of that body at Prescott en
September 4, 1867; gave his occupation. SA Rancherojelected from
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Pah-Ute and Mohave %Wcmthu to the 5th Territorial Couneil ;
he and Andrew Smith Gibbons, also & member of the ngzniﬂm.
left c-nv:no en November 1, 1868, in a 14 foot boat am went
down tho Colorado River te Yuma on tha!ir way to attend ihn session
at Tueson; they arrived late beocause stage traffie out or Yuma
was interrupted due to the killing of & driver by the Ablahu.
Served as Postmaster at Callrille from Octoder 18,3 1887,
to June 18, 1869, when the office was discontinued; 'um to have
explored many miles of the lower Oranéd Canyon of the cqlcudo
River; in 1866 he acquired the Las Vegas raneh in vhat htor
beeame Clark County, Newvada, which had irrigation ntcd- for 400
acres and range for 3,000 oattle; he seld the ranch fe $6,748

]

on August £, 1880, to Arshidald Stewars. /

Noved to the Yusaipe Valley, San Bermardine counﬁy,
California in 1884 where he msde his home until ahout 19043
resided st Bryn Mawr, near Redlands, Califernia, for tho last
20 years of his 1ife and died there on Degember 10, 1984, aged
953 buricd in the nodhndl Cemetery.
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