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GAGE, ALMON F cor
Born at » New HampshineJuly 14, 1817,
Son ot and o

St udi ed theology with Rev. | )??. Ceorge W. Montgonery and
became a Uni versalist Minister; began t O preach in 1848 and for
10 years travel ed and itinerated in t he South; he had pastorateb
at Richmond, Virginia, Louisville, Kentucky and Lewiston, Maine .

Appoi nted from New York by President Lincoln as United
States Attorney for the Territory of Arizona |n place of John
Titus of Pennsylvani a who became Chief Justice of U ah Territory;
he took the oath of office in New York City, July 13, 1863, and
left Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, on Septenber 26 with Governor
Goodwin and other Territorial officials; ecrossed the plains tO
Santa Fe and thence t 0 Navaj 0 Springs, within the Territory of
Arizona, where, on December 29, 1863, he | 0i ned the othe»
appointees in taking a second oath Of office,

Except for aterm Of court Which he attended in Tucson in
May, 1864, al| of his service as Distriot Attorney was perfornmed
at Prescott Where he was residing when he tendered his resignation
on October 1, 1865; he also served as Seoretary of the 1st.
Territorial Couneil from Septenber 29 to Novenber 10, 1864; t he
foll ow ng account of some Of his activities as United States
Distriot Attorney is abridged from an article entitled ™The

Confiscation Cases™ published in the Tucson Arizona Citizen of

December 3, 18703

Almon Gage, Esqe., United States District
Attorney of Arizona Territory, established
himself at the Territorial Capital in Prescett



GAGE, ALMON F -2 - G092

and learning that a term of theDistrict sourt

of the First Judicial District had been appoi nted
to be held at Tucson, commencing on the last
Tuesday of May, 1864, he in company with Lewvi
Bashford, Esq. then tﬁe Surveyor General of t he
Territory, whose office had been located at
Tucson, Started for thisplace with a mule each,
Wi th no other persons with them. The Indian
slgns Were nunerous everywhere.

After passing Sacatéen Station, instead of
continuing on the road to Tucson, ‘Ehey took the
left hand road to Ft. Breckenridge, now Camp
Grant. After going on this road to near the
Fort, and seeing | ndi an signs everywhere, and
at night seeing the Indian canp fires, t hey
made a ha_stP/_ retreat on their back track,
being satisfied they were on the wong roade
| N the meantime, their friends at Tucson,
feeling that there was sonet hing w ong because
t hey had not arrived here, procured an escort
from Lieut. Col. Coult,then in command Of the
Post at this place w_hich started in pursuit
and were greatly delighted in finding them a
t he Point of the Mountain,wrn out with fatigue
in running t he gaunt| et with the Apaches.

Mre Gage arrived & Tucson a few days
before t he comrencenent ef the Court, and at
once commenced business Dy bringing suits to
confiscate t he property of Charles Lauer, F.

A. Neville, Al fred Frear, Granville H. Qury,

Pal ati ne Robinson and Elfas Breveort under "an
Act of Congress approved August 6, 1861 on

the charge that they were engaged in waglng

war agal nst the CGovernment oOf the United States.

Orders of publication were procured, since
the defendants were not in t he Territory and
personal serviee could not be had, and Mr. Gage
returned to Prescott. InNn the Spring of 1865,
Mr. Gage expecting that Judge Howel I woul d
return in time t0 hold the April term of the
court at Tuoson, Sstarted for this é)lace, but
on arriving at Salt River, he found the water
very high, and in attenpti n% to cross that
st ream the wagon in which he was riding, drawn
by eight mules, was carried down the ir ver, Nr,
Gage,however, safely returned to the same side
of the river from which he had started. The
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wagon and nul es were taken down the river, and
the mules drowned, The Wearpet bag' in whioch
wer e copies Of all the papers andlaborious
briefs in these cases, wers carried down the
stream and never recovered,

Therewere no courts at whiesh these cases
couldbe tried until the arrival of Judge Backus
to hold the spring term of 1866. The Judge,
however, declined t0 hear the cases because t he
United States was not represented, t here being
no United States District Attorney, Mr.Gige
having resigned in 1865, C. He Spencer an
John A. Rush both declined appoi ntnents as
Attorney General and the office remained
vacant until C. W. C. Rowell was appoi nted in
January, 1869 Who did nothing about these cases,

On the 21st instant, Hon. Coles Bashford,
appearing for persons who had purchased various
arcel s of this property, noved the Court that
hese cases be dismssed and that the defendants
have judgment as in the case Of non-suit. In
suppoit of the notion he read from Proclanation
of President Johnson of Jul%/ 4, 1868, granting
"a full pardon and ammesty for the offense of
treason during the |ate Civil War, with restoration.
of all rights of property except as to slaves,"

~ After hearing Jemes E. McCaffry, Esq.,
Assi st ant United States District Attorney, upon
the questions involved In the case, Chi ef Justice
Titus, granted the motion Oof Mr. Bashford. At
lagt these famliar cases have been disposed of.
He engaged in the practice of |aw at Prescott and again

served as Secretary -of the Council during the session of the 4th

Legi sl ature from Septenber 4 to Cctober 7, 1867; he |eft Arizona
In the Spring of 1868 and the Prescott Arizona M ner printed the

followng on July 18

We have seen a letter from A, Gage tO
Judge Howard, which states t hat he, Gage, had
arrived In New York. He Was taken with Panama
fever and cane very near kicking the buckst.
Maj or Mills, Joe Young, Bill veck, Ed. Smith
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and other Arizornians, who went East on the same
steamer that carried Mr. G., srrived all right
and head gone to visit their ol d homes.

Two additional references to him have been found in the

Ari zona _liner:

April 17, 1869 - - Almon Gage, an old Arizonian,

O left here over a year ago for the states,
has recently met with quite a windfall, In a
letter t 0 Judge Howard, of this place, he states
that he has sold a piece of property in Chicago,
for over §20,000 which before coming to the
Territory, he purchased for a triflingsum.
More good luck t 0O you, Almon,

August 17, 1877 - 4'Rev. Almen Gage, who filled
the pul pit of the Universalist Church in this
city during several months a few years ago and
was afterwards settled over the Bates Street
Church 1in pewiston, was expecting to spend most
of the summer i n this State, but was called to
his home in Canandaigua, New York, on account

of the illness of hi'sS fatherd --' Augusta (Maine)
Standard.

Mr. Gage formerl(%/_ resided in Arizona, but
bel onged to quite a different profession, it
being that of law. Mr. gage WaS Attorney-
general of the Territory and wes considered a
man Of more than ordinary ability and honestye

The follow ng is taken from aen obituary published in the
Uni versal i st Register for 1896;

Many years ago he practically retired from
the ministry, t hough he kept hils interest in
pul pit work and religious themes. With an in-
dependent fortune, he was a life log student,
He graduated as a |lawyer and for a % me was the
attorne%/-general of Arizona; he took a mediocal
course, but with no thought of adopting the
profession, studied finance and was the first
greenback candi date for ghe overnorship of
Meine. He | nvestigated near y every system of
religion and every theory of governnent and was
Oomi vorous I N his reading.
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Few men Wer € more wldely read and few UUS .
excelled him in debate or conversation. His
menory was tenacious and he was as fascinating
a8 he was stimulating and instructive i n oon-
versation. He was without ambition, and re-
fused many places Of honor and profit which
wer e tendered hig. Until the last he was a
brilliant and effective sFeak‘r’ but shrank
from publicity. His |oyalty to friends Was
mar ked and his charities weré as constant as
t hey were unostentatious. He was a man Of
high character, despising shame and pretence.

D ed at Rochester, Ontario County, New York, February 18,
1895, aged 78; buried Cenetery,
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