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FERGUSON, WILLIAM HENRY, borm at Gleaville, Schemestady Ceunty,

(v

Fev Yerk, August 4, 1835; somn of Duncan and Hamnah Tergusea, beth llti";l

of Now Yorks married, Maria Jesus Valdes (1840»1926), dsughter of

Colestine and Ius (Barela) Valdes, at San Xavier Missiea, A.T., December 4,

1866; children, Gilbert Smith and Maria Anmdrea (Mrs, Willism Heary Buate),
Listed with his parents, U,S, Ceasus, 1850, Schensctady Ceunty,

Nev York, age 173 in 1855 he went to Nev Zealand and Australia, returmed (O

America, landinge [ Sem Trancisce in 1862; the follewing marrative was

printed in the Preseott Jeuraal-diney:

His death revives an iacident in early manheod that few, if asay,
knew ia this community, and which was filled with a thrilling e»~
poerience. At the age of 22, he left Bew York City with a party eof
sheut 30 for Australia o 2 geld seeking mission, After a loag ses
vayage they disembarked at what is now the eity of Townville, Ilater
they cutfitted and went sut to the northerm part of the islamd and
established & camp ia the Mt, Powsll raage, vhere they prespected feor
the yellew metal, Suecess follewed and the aggregate wealth of the
party reached several thousand dellars, Returning to the mearest
settlement after supplies, their nationality directed investigation
and they were taxed to a "finish®, as the decensed stated on many
eacasions in after years,

After a fov years in lecating nev geld fields of preaise, and
after © xpleriang the esuniry 10. seeriaia the ssures of the metal, they
wors sumnoned by the Gevermor Of the provimce { O swear alleglamee t O
the CrowsS o f maglamd, The sivil war had degun, in the United States,
and the motivefor the ¢ xiracrdimary ¢ xaction wes grasped | 2 an im-

o tant. O her Americans fI OM remets places were alse reunded up, and
the tOt @l o treagth was an even €0, Protests were sdvaneed agaimst this
arditrary o otion Of the ruler,buttheiren W || o fthatoffictal
prevailed,

The hendful o  aliens banded themselves imtoa selid fr OSt amd
held a secret meeting, Al | emphatically and indignantly refused t O
have the yoke plased around their necks Wit h the @ xoeptien Of only
one , and 80 infermed the magistrate., They wers ordered %o leave the
country ia three days, but speaking fOr his party MNr, Fergusen ade
vanood {0 the fremt vith a demsamer that was firm and yet courtecus,
and asked fOr o aly one day ia which the Americans would comply Wi th
the order, A salling vessel vas lying in the harber, whoa the 89
boarded i, and imside Of SO hours were sailinge way, All lasded | 3
San Francisce late in 1863, and the majority enlisted in the army %
fight f Or the Uniem,



cied

FRROUSON, WILLIAN HENRY e

Balisted, age 39, at San Francises, Septenber 17, 1863, { O serve 8
years as Private, Captain Charles Atchissea's Cempany I, 4%k Califeraia
Infaatry; ccoupation vhem cnlisted « Teamsters joined the Cempany o t
Beaieis Darracks and went with it { O Seuthera Califermia ia April, 1083
stationed at Yors Mohave, A.T,, frem Jume, 1063 { O MNarch, 1885; hemersdly
discharged at Drum Barracks, near San Pedre, Oalifernia, July 98, 1865,

In 1066 he weat o Tuesen, A.T., vhere he vas eapleyed as Quarter-
naster elerk umder 24 Lisutenant, Gilbert Coele Smith, 9th U.S8, Infantry,
for wvhom N named his son whe was bern thereon July 38, 1069; listed, U.S.

Census, 1870, at Tuesen, ocoupation « laberer, preperty valwed at $150; the

Journal~iiner alse stated that:

Afterwards his services were sesured By Hinds & Heeker, the eon~
tracters vhe were supplying the military of Arisema with meat, and
the deceased had charge of that impertsat duty. He was eompelled teo
travel from one pest to another, aad iz this line ¢f werk had a dan~
goreus duily te perferm, the country being infested with the Apeche.
Leaving the military and the comtracting firm, the deceased fellewed
mining ia this field (Yavapai Coumty) for ever forty years, but with
warying sueocess,

The passing of this Pilgrim of the Gila, 1s a sad one, as there
is removed to another sphere ene of those men who helped t¢ make his~
tory for the old Territory and through wvhose diligence and industiry
the borderland was redesmed that ethers might enjey the fruite of
the hardships borae by the early Hassaysmper vho Blased the way and
builded after he finished the werk that was attended with privatieas
and dsngers Wt fev of this gensratiea appreciate.

Aa ebitwary printed in the Presectt Courier reeds ia part:

Later he tock 1O hi S eld veeatien Of prospecting aad e bOUL 1878
discevered what is now part Of the holding Of the United Verds Oepper
Company: aise he ws the srigisal lecater Of the greuni mev kmewa as
"Copper Chief" named "Mammoth" by Mr, Fergusea, These claims he kmew
wore vory valuable, but he was umable t O retain them, He was alse the
lecator Of several other leles which since have become noted fOr their
preductiveness,

Deceaned wasa typical plemser ami O skillful prespecter and was
ons Of the men \Who made 1life easier for those whe follewed them inte
the wilds Of Arisemse and Who made kmown her mineral wealth tO the Riners
and SEPitaligsg,



vug

FERGUSON, WILLIAM HENRY o

Listed, U,S, Consus, 1880,¢ { Bradshav 0ity, Yavapal OCounty, A.T.,
age 46, ecoupation « MNimer: Oemrade, Barrett Pest Ne, 3, G.A.R., Presoets,
AeTe, 1889, Post Commander, 1897; visised his eld heme in New York abeus
1893; died at Prescott, Yavapai Ceunty, Arisena, Fedruary ¢, 1913, aged
793 Buried, Citisens OCemetery, Presostt,
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