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DAVIDSON, NATTHIAS OLIVER, born at Platteburg, Clinton County, New ¢
York, Mareh 18, 1819; son of Dr, Oliver and Margaret (Miller) Davideong
married EsrrietSmithStandish at Plattsdurg, April 8, 1848; children,
Julian Oliver, Georgse Trimble and Katherins Miller.

Came to Arizoma in 1863 { O take charge of theCerrs Colersde Nine
soar Arivace; listed, Territorial Census, April, 1884,atCerro Col Or ado Mine,
age 44, DOrn 1im XNew York; married, family i N New York, resident in Ari sena 3
months, ocoupatien, Civil Engineer; on November 29, 1864, NO wrete a letter
from Quaysas to Majer General MeDowell in San ZFrancisco saylngt

"Mr, Blilm Baker, Major=dome Of the Arisens Niming Cempany, lms

Just come down frOm Arisona O o scort me t O ths Territery. He informs
me that a band Of Confederates are e ncamped in Sonora, between

Magialena and the boundary, awai ting rewenf orcements from Texas,
Chihualmia and Durango, to make ah attack ON the sdvanced military postis
at Cslabasas, Tubac and Tueson, If t hey are sucoessful 1a OUCh a raid,
they Wi || for & while have the southern per tiom Of Ari Sons at their
mercy, "
Chas, D. Posion, as Indiap Superintendent for Arizema, on February
24, 1864, recommended his appoi ntnment at $1,000 per annum e S Speeial Agent
for the Papagos and said in hie annual report for 1864s
~ %Colensl K, U iver Devidson, the Superintendent of a mining ocompaay
| N the viciaity, kindly semsented to take charge Of the Papage agenoy;
and he, as & gentleman Of cultivation and morality, Wi | | o xercise a
benef icial influence over these friendless people, *
On Juns 16, 1865, NO advised the Commissionerof Indiam Affairs that
13 bal es of dry goods, 11 casesand s cask Of hardware, Chi pped from San
Francisce to Guaymas and intended f Or distritution { O Papage Indians ocould
not be obtained because that POrt wes beseiged Dy Geverner Pesquiera and t hat
ho intended to leave San Framcisco f Or ¥Yew York by e teamer on July 33 at

Vashington, on August 12, 1865, hO sutmitted an e xtensive report on the Papage
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Indians from whi ch the following is quetad:

"The Papagos have alse performed during the last year inportant
servi ces asprotectorsoft he settlements of their Wnite neighbers, | n
accordance with the stipulations of t he eounecil Of San Xavi er del Baa
in January 1last, they raised and held ready for the field 150 warriors,
mostly mounted, i Nntended to aet in comoperation Wi th the United States
treops in a campeign agai NSt the barbarous Apaches, |t now affords me
great pleasure to report, that Wwhile walting fOr the military co=
operation, until it was decided t hat the soldiers could not move fOr
sufficient force, { he various Papago chiefs placed t heir young men at
My disposal, and scouting partieswere kept during several nonths
scouring t he country, beating up the haumts of the Apeches, and incone
I nstances recovering cattle pl undered fromthe whites,

"at al| times when | have called upon them they have furnished

mount ed memn, Who have traversed nountai NS aald deserts ase xpresses,
geouts Or escorts to travellers, These services Were rendered at times

and under eiroumstances that nmade themreal |y valuable, |n conpensation
| have prowised t hem a proportion of the Indien goods alletted t O this
Territory, Owing, however, t O eireumstences al ready reported to the
Department, t he wellwsarned reward has not yet been paid, t hrough Indian
goods destined for them having been delayed, first Dy seme error in
shipments, second Dy reason ofdisorders ia Mexice, i Npeding the transit
through that country, the geods at this tine remein at Ouaymes, that
ought t 0 have been received and distributed during t he last Christmas
holidays,"

Appointed, Septenber 12, 1865, by the Conm ssioner oflndian Affairs
as Special Agent for the Pepago, Pime, Meriecepa and Tame Apache |ndiana at
$1,500 per snmum and served until he resigned ONn April 20, 1866; between
August 19, 18684, and May 2?2, 1866, ho wote over 30 |letters to the Comm Ssioner
concerning detailsof adm nistration ofIndien affairs in southern Arizona,

As ite Engineer and Director eines October, 1863, he filed a claim
againet the Republie of France with the State Department on Octeber 17, 1865,
on behalf of the Arisona M ning Conpany bared upon the fol | owi ng factst

The Americsnschooner ¥William I, Richardson sailed for the nouth ef
the Col orado River from San Franci SCO on October 11, 1864; when near the port of

la Pag, in the Qulf of Celifornis, she was brought to by shots from the Frenmeh
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war steamer Dismant, boarded, and 100 kegs of blasting pewder bel ongi ng
to the Arisena Mining Company seised as contradamd Of war, the west coast
of Mexios being then under blockade by the French Navy, The claim was
considered in 1882 by a Frameoe-Awerican arbitrati on commissiem under the
convention of Jamuary 15, 1880 and denied,

Died o t Fordham, Westchester County, New York, September 1, 1872,
..8“ 83,
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