DUNBAR, EDWARD E .
Bora at on . 18 H
gon of and Cutherins ( ) Dunbar,

Listed, New York City nireactory, 1845-46, ocoupation "Agency® at 34-38
Rachangs Strest, residence, 21 Hammond ftreet with his mother and brother,
Frederiak,

Lefs New York December 23, 1848, on the steamer Crescent City and
arrived at Chagres Jamuary 2,1849;crossed the isthmis and left Fanams
Jaxuary 31 on she Califernia arriviung at the golden Gate Fedruary 38, 1849,
completing the first voyage made by ¢ { €aM from New York $o san Francisco;
made a visit to Hew York in 1853 but soon returned $o0 California.

In 1854 he orgunised s party of 30 men to eungage ia prospecting and
sining in { he padsden Purchass ; in ths group ware Peter R. Brady, Berry Hill
De Armitt aud James Doten, WNO aftervards becase persanent residents Of
Arisona; thay left san *rancisco early in Octobsr On the stsamer senntor,
landed at Sun Pedro and, after outfitting in los Angeles, crossed the colorsdo
River at FYort Yuma and then wen$ on t 0 SonoySa, in Sonora; Brady had heard of
a rich copper deposit at AJ0 when he was en route to California in 1852 so
they went thsrs and began to develop the mine; in an address before the Mew
York City Travelers Clubd in 1663 Dunbar saids

*when in Arisoma in 1885, as the Superintendent of a San Francisco
copper mining company, I opsned and worked the Kina del ajo, located

in the dssert, surrounded by stupendous mountains, and forty miles froa

living water, We were ¢ upplied with Sthat article from natural and arti-
ficial tanks in the rocks, ths rain filling them once ayear,

Ibad @8 laborers about ome hundred Kexican peons, most of them
pure Indians, the relics of Jesuit Christianisation, very good laborers,
and belonging to the several sonora Sribes. The labor of & certain

week had produced a | ar ge amount of very rioch ore, and on the Sunday

morning following, 1 happened { O pass usar A number Of the peons resting
from thelr work, | overhaard thelr coaversatsion which surned on the

richness Of a favori te lead they had named San %duardo, i N honor of the
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superintsndent, and yet, a pure Fapago Indian, known as 3oca Prieta,
or Black Mouth, feelingly exclaimed; ‘Ah, que lastima este rica aina
no pertinesca a nosotros los Christianos' 'What a pity this rich =mine
does not belong %0 us Christians}’

There in that far off, and as my friend the Hember of Congress
caslied it, *god-rorsaken country*, this Indian who deigned to wear
nothing more than a wisp of cotton cloth around his waist, who did not
know the letter A, and could not count beyond the aumder 10, belisved
himself and his surroundings of the most advanced and Christian order.

¥hile the AjJo ors was rich in copper, transportasion $0 market wvas
so 4iffiguls that ha left the mine %0 engage in $rading along the Mexiocsn
border; was At Fort Yumsa when the Cradd filibustering expedition came there
early in March 1857, en route %0 Do massacred at Cabdrea on April 7; ia a
letter dated at ou?ns. August 27, 1887, Dunbar statved;

AS Shis time I had trading posts at Ford Yuma, $hw house near
Sonoyta and at Calabasas, all in the Oadslen Purchmse, vwhen Nr. Cradd
and party arrived at Forts Yuma I was engaged in the gsneral superine
Sendence of the bdusiness and more especially at that period attending
%0 the transportation of goods from Rio Colorado to Calabasas, going
back and forth myself,

Application wus made to me at the river Colorado Wy Nr. Cradd,
through one of his officers, for a aredis of six undred dollars worth
of provisions, This was positively and decidedly declined,

I left the river Colorado with a pule train of goods for Calabasas,
via Sonoyta, about & wesk before Mr., Crabd and party. On arriving at
Sonoyta I found Jesus Ainsa, a young man {one of the Sonors Ainsa family)
brought up in the mercantile house of my partner, MNr. Pelknap, ia San
rrancisco, who had come %o aot as clerk in sonoyta,

Ny advice %0 Ainsa was, not t0 Jjoin his brother-inelaw, Crabb,
under any circumstances, To this he agreed, at least uatil I returned
from Calabasas, Leaving Ainsa in charge, and with directions to give
eredit to no one, I proceeded on $o Calabasas with the train., After
remaining st that point some days 30 regilate dusiness, I returned to
Sonoysta with the mile train, arriving at that point on or about the 10th
of April, 1887, Here I learned that Crabd and party had passed to
Oaboreca about the 28%h of March.
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Ny original intention had besn %0 go to the Rio Colorado with
the train for goods %0 Onlabasas, bud the mules being somswha$ poor,
and my abiding conviction Shat disaster would oome to the ;mericans
and all business at Sonoyta be broken up, at once caused me 0 de-
cide to pack the goods in the Sonoyta store to Calabaxas, and close
the seame. Accordingly, all, with ths exception of some articles
that could not be conveniently packed, wers dispatched for Calabasas
on the 14th of April, 1 then made arrangements to leavs for the
Rio Colorado,

As X was about to leave, runors more 4istinct reached me Wy two
Papagos, Who appeared t 0 have come direct from Caborea, Thay ¢ tated
t hat the Americans hud all DOOS killed, and that troops might be exe
pected at Sonoyia to kill the four sick Americans left ® Craff on -
his passags. ¥rom a feeling Oof common humaniSy, | e uggested that these
four ¢ ick men bo removed to my house, about twomiles ¢latant, and on
the American side Of the line, supposing they would be safe there.

This was dons immedintely., Thelr nanes were Loac)(s.) Buaker,
(J.0.) Rarrison, and (Charles i,)Purker. The w0 formsr were scme-
vhat fesble from fever, and the latter (Parker) was conveyed on a
1itter, being entirely unable $0 walk from ihe effects of a gun-shot
wound in the knee. Harrison was iu much the saue goadition from
rhsunatisx, '

AfSer the removal of these men to ay house, I walted thres days
for certain information from Caborca, WuS nothing nevw arriviang, pro-
visions growing shors, and my business being pressing, I put out for
the Colorado on the evening of ¥riday, April 17,

vhis 1s the last personal imowledges I have of matters in
Sonoyss. 3But I am informed by Captain A.J. Ankrim and Nr. staler,
residents of the Mo (olorado, who were al Sonoysa, en route for
gdonora, al this time, that an few hours after I left thers arrived a
body of Mexican soldiers, with an officer, who stated that he came with
anthority from the State of Sonora to search for and tuke all fili.
dusteros thare. In She night he procesdsd to ny house, seised and
dound all found Sherein, vis; the four Americans and Jesus Alnsa,
Abous B ofclock the nsx$ moraing Messers, Ankrim and 5taler state that
they heard the firing, at which time the Americans wers shot, Jesus
Ainsa was Saken prisoner to Altar.

John Xildride, an American blacksmith, vho also resides at
gonoyta, stated that he passed from my house abous 8 o'clock the next
morning, on his way down from She Hina del Ajo, whither he had been
with a losd of provisions., Ne states that he found the four dead
bodies of the Ameriocans scme distaice apart, down a stesp bank, west
of ths house, From the tracks on the bank, the feeble men appeared
to have slid and rolled down the bank and all scattered to Gifferent



DUNBAR, FDWARD B_____ -

points, and shus shot. Thus their bodies lay with gan-shot wounds.
soms Papago Indlans, sent by ths sald Kilbride, soon cane up and
buried the bodles near <he well,

zarly in 1858 a petition was signued by numerous residents of
the Gadsden Purchsse praying shat Congress create ths Territery of aArisona
out of the southern part of New Mexico; in his *Mexican Papers® published
atlev YOrk in 1860 Dunbar wrote:

In she spring of 1858, I cane fyom Arisonda %o Washiagton, the
suthorized bearer of a memorial %o Congress from the inhaditants
residing {n that wild Indian country, and near the Mexican fromtier.

Congress was wrangling over Xunsas, and myself and the Arisona
menorial, 50 far as ve attracted any atteation, were abaolutely hsld
in derision. I was, in ons sense, & phenomenon. That 1 should ap-
pear in Washington, she representative of the honest and legitimate
Anteresis of a people, residing in u distant und unorgnnised portion
of United States territory, with no political influeace, and go %o
headquarters in the expectation of rousing attention and obtaiaing
any relief, was atiributed to the hopsless verdangy of a
frontisrsman.

My experience in Arisona had convinced me that in the .
acquisition of that domain known aus the “Oadsden Purchase,” we but
added 0 the serritory of New Kexico a wild region of couatry, (end
vithous the port of Juaymas) very diffioculs to get into, and much
more difficult t0 got out of —- a dreary district vhich, in fact,
has proved $0 us nothing more or less than a trap, in which dands
of wild and murdering Indians cntch emigrants and settlers, with
Sheir horses, oattle, and other propersy.l This forlorn purchase of
territory also gave the Uuited States overnment the opportunity te
Ancreass its patronage, bWy extending its worse than useless Army and
Indian Agsnoy system, and adiing several millions to the amount
squandered yearly by the war Departwsnt, under pretonce of protecting
the frontiers.

1 then bdedaue satisfied that our frontier regions wvere at the
mercy of hordes of wild Indians and gangs of white cutcasts on the
one hand, aml an inefficient, incompetent administration on the
other hund; and detween the two evils, the chmnces wers ninaty-nine
out of a undred that a bona fide pionesr in those regions would,
sooney or later, sacrifice his labor and his life, I concluded,
therefors, not to retura to the frontier at present, bt contimue
ay business connsotion with Shat region,and watch from this peint the
progress of eveunts on the frontier, the Paaific coast and Mexico,
all of which interssts are, t0 a certain extens, identical,
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As Hexican corréspondsat for the New York Lt__u_l_‘nad She London
2imes he arrived in Vera Crus én April 1, 1869, and remained there 3
months; was on a friendly and confidensial footing with Beniso Juares,
being present at the cerswxony when he was recognised as the Constitutional
President of Mexico by the american Hinister, Robert M, Nolane; in June
he went by atage comch via Jalapa and Pusblo %0 the Cisy of Mexico; for the
space of 6 months his letters from Nexico sppeared in ths Hevw York Times

over the signature of "Mitla®; returned %0 New York in 1860 and wrote a
sories of five paperas on the Mexican question and the future of thas
republic which wers repmbdlished in 1861 wish his observations on ths rise
and decline of commerciel slavery in America; 4in 1887 D, aAppleton A Co.
published his "Romance of the Age; or the Discovery of gold in Califoraiat,
His name appears in the New York City directories from 1868
%o 1869 bus not in 16870; shp 1869 Qlrectory lists him as *xditor* at 34 Pine
Street, residence 158 west 34 Street; Hinson's Hamdbook %0 Arisona, pub-
lished at 3an 'rancisco in 1878, states that hetdied in Pernambtuce in 1868,
and is duried on the Island of ¥lores, on the Const of South American,
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