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DENNISON, WILLIAM E.
Born at Virgin;t, ) i8 (abeut 1833).
Son of and : .

Listed, U. S. Census, 1860, Middle 3antas Crus Settlement,
Arizona County, N.M,, age 27, born in Virginis, ococupation - Farmer,
property valued at $900; U, 8. Census, 1870, Big Bug, Yavapai
Cownty, A.T., age 37, born in Virginia, eccupstion - Miner; the
following is taken from an obituary in the Prescott Arizona Miner
of OGotober B, 1870%

¥r. Dennison was in every sense of the word
& pioneer of Arisona. He came into Southern Arizona
in 1857, and lived there till 1884, when he came
North, and has made his home in thls neighborhood
ever since. Mr, Cal, Jackson states that he Imew
him in Tucson thirteen years ago, that at that time
there were 135 white men therse, and now onli six
or seven are left besides himself, nearly all the
rest have been killed by Indians; one by one they
have been picked off.

The circumstances of his death are these; For
some weeks past he had been living at Daevis & Tayler's
on the hsad of the Hassayamps Creek, and prospesoting
in gompany with Mesars. Davis, Croom and others. On
Tuesday Davis turned a horse out to grade nesr the
eabin, which, when it was wanted on Wednesday, was
missing. Yednesday P. M,, about three ol'elock
Davis and another man left the cabin %o renew %h.
sesarch for the horse, and Dennison remsained to
watoh three mules that were yet on hand. That
was the last seen of him alive, _

About four o'slock D. R. Poland and others,
who were going to the Bradshaw mines with provisions,
ets., on descending the hill west of the cabin, found
Dennison's 1ifeless body lying in the trail, a few
steps below the shaft on the Astor Lode, and about
350 yards from, and In full sight of the c¢adbin, Two
bullet holes a few inches apart were in his breast,
snd his body had been atripped of all clothing ex-
cept his undershirt.

Two mules had been picketed on the hillaside
above the housme: in open ground, and within rifle-
shot of the house, while the third was turned
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loose. Examination of the ground and signs show
that the Indians had probably taken the lllli:f
horse ths night before and had been watching all
that day to get the other stook; that finding
Dennison was left alone in she seabin, they had
sneaked down and eaught the loose e, taken him
up to the sop of the hill in the brash, ye$ in
sight ofthe house, and there kept him in sight,
expeoting, as it happened, that when Deanison
camé cut of the oabin and saw the mule, so far
away, he weuld go after 1t, when he would be
killed, and they eould secure the other mules
and plunder the oabin, ' o ‘

Two oak trees stand clese by the trail, one
on each slde, just belew the Astor shaft, and be-
hind each tres and Indian lay in wait, and when
Dennison came up the trail to get the mule and
ot within ten or twelve feet of the trees, the
shot him dead. The Indian look~outs on the hil
must have been alarmed by the approach of the
Poland party, or scme other scause, for they did
not take the two miles whish were tied, nor did
they visit the ocabin.

Only last Sunday hs was in town and received
& letter from his father, which he spoke of, say-
ing the letter was written two years ago, and had
just reached him; that he believed he had found a
silver lode on the Hassayampa that would scon en-
able him to make & fortune and go home, adding
the customary words, "If the Indians don't get
me £irst.” Alas, the redskins d14 get him, and
he has gone to his long home.

Bill Dennison, as he was ocalled, was in the
prime of life, about thirty-five years old, and a
universal favorite wherever he was knownj; generous,
genlsl, sosial, tender-hearted, as true as steel
to his friends, and as brave as man need be. He
had a correct ear and was very fond of music; was
a good singer, a good banjo or gultar f;nytr, and
often the l1life of many & jovial party the euarly
days at Weaver, Walnut Grove, and Prescott, whiech
none of us who were participants therein ean soon
forget. The Apaches have murdered dozens who were
gztta-aooiatcc, and now Dennison is added te the
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No atranger In the sountry, no outsider, ne
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one except those who have lived here for years,
can appreciate the feelings of a pioneer when

he learns that another of his sarly friends

and associates in this, the blosd-sprinkled land

has been slain by the redskins. Tears will atar§
in the eyes of many rough' meuntaineers when they
h:agltgw newvs. The Indisns have get Bill Dennison
a 8Ce

Killed by Apaches in Yavapai Gounty, AT., October g , 1870,
buried, ‘ Cemetery, in Prescott.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION
The Arisona Minery; Prescott, Ostober 8, 1870, 212-3 (obituary).

ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION

The Arigonian, Tucson, October 2, 1869, 2:L (reprint from
the Arisona ﬁi;g_o_ze: ’
The Arigzons Miner, Prescott, Fobruary 18 2:3 and October
iaﬂ. 1:3; March 2 ' 1876 67 xﬁ (poem by his mother) ,

ggo Pr lcott ourier, November 16, 18 12-3
e, Tucson, March 10, 1892, 1 : 7(memorial
to Tongress concerning Indian Depredations).

WANTED

1. Any mention of him in the srizcnian Pe fore he
went to northern Arizons.

2. Obituariss in Tucsen newspapers and other
references to him.



