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Sidney Randolph De Long was one Of the nost widely known residents of Pima
county, For many years he resided in Tucson, of which city he was the first
meyor in 1872 and =t the tine of his death he was serving as secretary of the
Pioneer Society. H'S worth as a citizen Was W dely acknowledged, fOr as a
business man and in public relations his service Was of substantial benefit to the
commmity. A native of New York, his birth occurred in_Cinton county, on the
28th of December, 1828, Hi S early yearS werepessedinthe state of his nativity,
where he was educated, completing his course in the Militery Academy st Plattsburg,
where he made a specialty of civil engineering.  Subsequently he engsged i N rail-
roed Work and assisted in naking the survey for the |ine extending frem Plattsburg
to Montreal . This was during the '40s« The desire to try his fortune in the
west resulted in his taki ng passsge from New York toSanrranciscoinl89 and
sailing around the Horn. He arrived in the metropolis the followng year and
|ocated in Amsdor comty. He engaged im prospecting and al SO taught school for
a time. He voted for the constitution when California was admtted into the Union
in 1851 and continued to make his hone im that ecity wntil the outbreak of the
civil were When the call cane for troops in 181 he responded by enlisting at the
Presidio in San Francisco as a menber of Com C, First California Infantry. He
began his service in the capseity of a private but was |ater promoted t 0 the ramk
of quartermastar of the reginment. The troops proceeded by steaner to San Pedro
and in the vielaity of Los Angeles went into winter quarters for drill practice.
In the spring they marched to Tucson, Where they did garrison duty for a time but
later were ordered to Santa Fe, New Mexico.  Mr, De Long was mustered out ia that
Ci t')f i|n_f1866 end imsediately returned to Tucsom, Where he resumed the duties of
civil life.

In 1872 Mr. De Long was el ected msyor of the city, in which capecity he was
serving when the nunicipality bought two sections of Tand from the United States
govermment and formed the township of Tucsom. Later he turned his attention to
comrerci al activities, becom ng a menber of the nercantile £ irm of Tully, Ochoa
& Company. Upon severing that connection he begas trading at the Indian mlitary
post 1located in the nountains onehundred and ten mles east of Tueson. From
there he went to Dos Cabezos, Where he engaged in gold mining for several years with
a fair mMeasure Of success. In 1898 he disposed of his interests at thet fown
and returned to Tueson, making his home at 199 Chureh Street. In 1905 he was
chosen secretary of the Pioneer, Society and wWith the exception of one year, when
he was receiver of the United States | and office, continuously filled t hat
position until his death.

¥r. De Long was married twice and by the first marriage had a daughter, Rechel,
the Wi fe Of James Whitaker, & well KNOwWn banker of Galt, California., The wife
and not her passed awey in 1881 and in 1893 Mr.De Long wedded bliss_Maria ¥ry,

a nenber of an ol d New Engl and femily and a native of Selem, Massachusetts. She
went to Tucson in 1878 and for five years Was associ ated with the benking firm

of saff oral, Hudson & Company, in the capacity Of bookkeeper and assistant ecashier,
at which tinme A, P. K saff oral, president of the company, was governor of Arizona.
She was later identified with the David Hudson Banking Company, remaining in that
service for tWo years, following Whi Ch She beceme assiStant postmaster of Tucson
under J. Knox Corbett.  She is a well informed woman of progressive ideas and
possesses fine di scernment and good judgment in matters of business.  She hol ds
menbership in the Episcopal chureh, Which M. De Long al SO attended, He was for
sixty-one yearsaf iliated Wi th the Masonic fraternity, havi ng joined the order

i N mador county, California, i N December, 1851, and bei ng the ol dest Mason of the
state at the time of nis demise. He maintained relations with his comrades of
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the Cvil wer through hkis connection with the Grand 4rmy of the Republic and
served as commander of the Tucson post. Mrs, De Long is one of the active workers
of the Tucson Womsm's Cl UD and has Served as a nenber of its historical
comi ttees Politically M. De Long supportedtherepublican perty and in
earlier 1life took an sctive interest in public affairs, representing this
district in the territorial legislature Of 1874. H s 1ife was a factor
for good in the upbuilding and improvement Of the commumity and his active
cooperation furthered publie progress in many ways, He lived in Arizona
during the great formative period of its devel opment and in later years he
related mamy interesting incidents of the eexly days and of pioneers who
formed the advance guard of civilization and began the great work of

subduing t he west.

(The above-nmentioned information teken from "ARIZONA, PREHISTORIC -
ABORIGINAL ~ PIONEER - MODERN, THE NATION' S YOUNGEST COMMONWEALTE WITHIN A
LAND OF ANCIENT CULTURE.* BIOGRAPHICAL, VolumeIII, By James H.
McClintock. Published (1916)ty thes. J. clarke Publi shing Compeny,
Chicago, | |1 inois. Pages 373 - 374).



DeLONG, Sidney R.

_Bi ographi cal Sketch witten by Sidney R. Delong for the Ofice of
Arizona Historisn, January 16, 1912.

Nane in full: Sidney Randol ph Delong

Born in: Beekmantown, Clinton County, New York

Date Of birth: Decenber 28, 1828

Name of parents and whatever may be of interest concerning them: Mother!'s
name VAry Huston Delong and Was Dorn on what 1S Known as GGand Isle,
Vermont. Father was born in Goshen, Addi son County, Vermont, but taught
school in Clinton County, New York, Wwhere he net my nother and they

were married January 1lst, 1828. He died in 1832 and nother died in

M nnesota in 1862.

Educati on of subject Of sketch: Mostly in the common schools Of New
York and PIlattsburg Acadeny and high schools upon Isle La Motte, Vermont.

Where 1ived before coming to Arizona: California

Wien cane to Arizona and where lived in Arizons: 1862. Lived all the
TITME I N Pima County, most {NE LINE IN Tucson after nuster out fromthe
arny in 186s6.

Occupations: WAS placer miner and taught school in California some
years.

O ficial positions held: First Mayor of Tucson in 1871-1872

Details of 1ife, public services etc: Enlisted in Volunteer arny in
California 27th August, 1861. oerved as enlisted nman to February 13th,
1863 when received commission as 2nd Lieutenant and was on duty at
various points es acting Assistant Quartermaster, having served as
such at PFort West, New Mexico, at Fort Cumming, New Mexico, Fort
Goodwin, Arizona and Tucson, Arizona, at Santa Fe, New Mexi CO end at
once repaired to Tucson and went into nercantile business with Tully

& Ochoa, having nmade arrangenents to do so while in service. Left

the Vol unteer service in 1866, July 9th.

Marriasge, wife's name, children: M first wife's nane wasS Margaret
Jeméson. Have one child 1iving, a daughter, Mrs. Janes Whitaker Who
resides with husband at Galt, California. M 2nd wWife is alive yet and
resides in Tuecson. Her name i S Maria Frie (NOTE: That's the way he
wote it although MeClintock has Fry. According to McClintock's

bi ographi cal volume, the daughter by first wife, naned Rachael. (P.373)




