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DE ARMIT®, BERRY EILL, bera at Hellidayswurg, Euntiagion (mev Blair)
County, Pennsylvania, Nareh 20, 1838; predablya.- o f John Pe Armitte f
that County who was of French Huguemnot sncestry; married, Maria gareia Orsis
{1831-86) at Pitiquite, Sonora, Nexice, in 18583 children, Charles, Juaa,
Nagialena (Nrs. Pable Yescas), Margares (Mrs, Jesus garcia), Nasilda (Nrs,
Feliciano Comtreras) and Julia (Mrs, Jesus nﬁns).

¥as in San Prancisco, Califorziss i N ke eummere f 1064 when Ndvard
Eo Dunbar orgsnised the Arizeaa Nining and Treding Cempany te ¢ Agage in the
develepment of mines in the Gadsden Purchase and was ene of a party whieh
| oft there im Octeber aa thesteamer Sgmater for Sam Pedroj ¢ * Los Angeles,

. they obtained horses and pack mules and crossed thc desers te Fors Yumaja
narrative entitled %An Arisena Adventure®, by "W# priated ia the Yuma jrisena
Sentinel of Mareh 30, 10’78.. states thatg

of the 20 all young mea { hat ocame down inte this wilderaess, there
are but 8 left, Pete Brady, nev Sheriff ¢ T Pinal coumty; B, Hill Dearmit,
of Flerence, Arisenma; James Deten, of Yumat JoRe. NeBlroy, & niner ef
Calaveras County, California; Jas, Porter, of San IFrameisce; Oliver o.
Hayward, nov farming in Canadai Joc Yemeey, & ramcher in Saa Diegt} aad
t he writer, who is O most aceomplished vagabend, always on the go,
| ooki ng for something better and never fimdiag 1%,

Qur e riginal intenti on WAS to ge by Tuesen amd from there te the
Rancho de | @ Arisona, where We Were t 0O make eur headquarters, Jut Pete
Brady had come through Sonoita with 0ol, GFay, oa the first traae~
continental rallroad survey ia 1883, and while there had « eea « M. very
rich specimens of copper ores rieh ia silver and gold, 8¢ we decided %0
€0 by Sonoita and to relocate the Aje e - Af it wps unecoupied, Ifi hed
been originally located by a cempany ia Soemers, ¢ which Geverasr gandsde
Wwas one, 3But thee 0% WNO had DEES seat te WOr K the mime, had D00S mure
dorodh by the Indians, and the cempany had never seata secend ferce ous
to the e ine,

At Sonoiia we found some specimens and & guide, Ne was t he majerw
dend  of Don Chico Redondo at his raneh at Senoita, and the ealy man whe
knev Where thee in. was, S he WaS the only san who © S- whea the
Indlans jumped the mine in 1860, Volunteers were called fer te held
the mine, while t he main body wemt on O o earch for the great Planchas do
Platas, O G -d, JamesPorter, Be Hill Deprmit, Shepard and the writer
(five of us) voluntesred (O go and taks pessessien e f the great pje mine;
and it | S a great and rich mine,
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The first ore that we took from the vein was a native and red oxide,
working 76 per cent Of ecopper, amd giving 3 ounces of gold and 14 ocunces
of silverto e very 100 pounds of ore, After we got returnsof the
assays,we DUi |t Qgreat air eastles and made plans fer emjoyinmg OUI great
wealth, Having heesS & sailor, | was goimg tO build me a COppEr steam=
Yacht, and travel as A gentleman of leisure, But the sweets of expecta~
tion were beginning [ O ngll. and we Wer € needing some excitement, when
it came Wi t h- 2 erash to our feelings, in the form of A demand from
governor Gandara, Of Somera, t 0O vacate instantly, as his company wvas
coming t O work the mine,

several letters passed betwsen us and t he Gevermor Of Somera, and
We finally found that he ¢ eant business, V¥We learned that a Company Of
soldiers was on the way from Ures, to drive us Of f t he mine, Then we
sent o dispatch to t he main body Of OUr Company, They sent down 4 men;
that made 9 Of wustofight 100, Which was the number we heard Were coming,
However, \e were determ ne mot t 0 give UP the mine; We had every right to
1t; the former claimants had abandoned it for more than the time al | owed
by the Mexican lawsjand it was fully forty miles this e 1de Of the new
boundary.

After the enemy arrived Al Sonoita, W& kept asentinel out al | the
time, Ons moraing, a little after susnrise, he came rushing im wWith the
SEeWS that the o nemy was in sighte wo had built us a bresstwerk at t he
water, and were all there waiting, Presently they came in sight and
ranged themselves onahil| about200 yards of f, and then seat in the
same man WNO had guided us eut, with a fl ag of truee, He came calling to
Charlie Hayward not to shoot, He delivered his message fr OM the commander,
that he wishestesend his second~in~command in t O treat wish US. |,

they zumbered 43, hut We afterwards found t hat 6 were miners, leaving
36 soldiers; making four to one, as there WOre bmt 9 of us, put what ve
| acked in numbers Wwe nade up in arms,as\e had 84 ghots, without stopping
to load, and we ally, W t h one exception, had been in business before,

¥hea t he Lisutenant arrived he delivered a message from hiscaptaia
to the o ffeed that he had bees sent to take possession, peacadly if he
eould, but to take possession, Hepointed out t 0 his forece and t0l d us
to conmpare our mumbers With his ,end tried tO convince us that we could
Not have a ghest Of a ShOW inacombatjand fimally told us, that if we
would give UD OUr arms W might leave in peace, Our ansver was, that he
night have our arms, but he must come and t ake them,

rhat they d4id not 1likes and t he Captain soon found that he would have
to fight i he getthemine, Hee ither had his orders amet to go tO -
tremitiesyor he thought his party would get t he werst Of & figat, He
finally agreed to | eave wus in peacable possession, if we would give him and
hismen weter, Which we did after they broughtim their arms and stacked
them in our fort, It wasagreat bluff they made Al us, but they toek |t
al | back, and from t hat time Wwe were not troubled,
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Sooa after this eur president went {O San Francisce amd geta charter
and incorporated, Whem hec returned,we all \\Vest 80 the ¢ila and settled
up our company affairs and received eur certificates of steck, Then the
boys scattered, Some of themstayed at the mime till t he working supplies
care; then there was more scattering,

the first President (Dunbar) was appointed Suprintendent, and he
commenced working in earnest, but without accomplishing much; ner did any
of t he Superintemdeats Who fol | owed hime, For the mine is nNOt mere dee
veloped today t han it was 24 years agos 4And | say again, that 4if another
company takes hold Of it, with money to back them, they can open U[D onme
of the finest mines of the Coast,
Went with his family t O arisona City (Yuma)yhere he vas listed in the
1860 Census as Berry H, Hill, occupati on « Blacksmith, property valued at
$1,8003 ia the Territorial ceasus taken in t he spring of 1864 at Tuceon hig
name appears as-Hill De prmett, OCCUpAti ON - gemtractor, resi dent ia Arisona
10 years, property valued at $1,0003 i N describing a visit t 0 t he Papage
Country with Charles D, Poston in 1864, J. Ross Browne makes the following mens
tien Of himg

We visited t he Bahia,a silver lode Of e xiraordimary richness belonging
to the Calmabia Mining Company., There are alse very fine copper:aines in
t he vieimity, Mr. Hill dtamit, WhO was a neEnber of our party on the trip
t O somoras is largely interested im one Of theseand consi ders itoneof
the best copper lesds in the country « quite ® - t0 the cel ebrated
Maricopa | cad en the 6ilse

Appointed by Govermer goodwin ss Hill de Armitte to be sheriff for the
1st Judicial Distriet, April 9, 18643 reappoi nted by the geverner On December
21, 1864, as the first Sheriff of Pima County and gerved until Jamary 1,18663
o oved tO Florence Where he was listed in the U.S. Census, 1870, &8 Berry
Hildearmit, occupation « Farmer, property valued at $1,2603 appointed by the
Boar d of supervisors of Pinal County as r 0ad viewer ON April 19, 1875; regise
tered ¢ S aveteria Pinsl County, 1876, as Berry He de Armittie lected Trustee

of the Florence School Distriet, November 21, 1878; joimed t he Soci ety of

Arisena Pioneers at Tucson, March 15, 18843 owned a 30 acre farm near ¥lorence
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at the time of his death which was announced in the Arisena Interprise as

follows;

One of the o arliest settlers in this valley, BeHse De Armitt, better
knowa as Hill De Armitt, died at the County Hospital on Jamuary 24, 1891,
from injuries received several months ago in falling from his wagen
while returning homs from town,

Buried in the town cenotery, 3 miles Sout h of Florence; age at
death, 63,
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| nformation from the Great Registers.

Year Residence Occupation amge Nativity
1886 - Pinal County, Fl orence 58 U. S.

Li sted as Dearmitv, 4. H.

1888 - Creat Register Of Pinal County IS Missing.

1890 - Pinal County, Florence 60 U. S.
Li sted as_D. Armitt, 3. H.

Died al Florence, Arizona, January 24, 1891.



