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CRANDAL, ROBERT M., born in Chi 0 about 1832; Griselda P. Saens, .
his common | aw wife, was DOrn in Sonora about 1838 and is listed in
the 1870 Census, at Tucson as Seams tress, property valued at $2,750;
his will bequeathed all of his property to her in trust for their
daughter, Mary Crandal,

Went to school in Indiana; crossed the plains to California in
1852; he had a two-story hotel and sal oon known as the "American® in
Jackson, Amador County, about 1856; enrolled at Amador City, August
6 and appointed 24 Lieutenant, Conpany C, lst Californi a Infantry,
August 16, 1861; went with the Company to Southern California where
he was pronoted to lst Lieutenant and transferred to Conpany @, same
Regiment, at Canp Latham, near LOoS Angeles, California, March 16,
1862; the Company arrived at Fort Yuma April7 and left there April
17 arriving at PFort Barrett April 29, 1862; enroute from Fort Barrett
to Tucson May 14 to 21, 1862; desi gnated as Provost-Marshal, \\éstern
District of Arizona, with headquarters at Tueson, October 11, 1862,

Promoted t0 Captain and transferred to Conpany A., Sane Regiment,
at Ias Cruces, New Mexico, March 14, 1863, t 0 t ake effect as Of Dec~
enber 4, 1862; stationed at Las Cruces, N. M., Until June and at
Fort craiglnJuly, 1863; marched to FOrt Union, NeM., | N August
and was stationed there until mustered OUt Of the service except
trom March to May, 1864, when he was with the Compsny at Santa e,

M. Me; Mustered out at Fort Union, New Mexico, August 31, 1864,

Appoi nted on December 23, 1867, as Mounted | nspector Of Cussoms
on the road between Fort Yuma and Tubac, A.T.; tendered his resignation
so that he coul d serve as member from Pima County, 5th Ari zona
Legislature, at Tucson from Novenber 10, to Decenber 16, 1868; his



CRANDAL, ROBERT u. -2 - N
\ yuo2
resignation was then withdrawn and he continued in the Custons
Service; became | nspector of Customs, October 1, 1869, and served
until he resigned on April 1, 1871,

W. W. ¥M1lls in his book "Forty Years in El Paso™ tell this
story about himg

while | was Colleotor Of Customs at El Paso a good
triend Of mine, Captai n crandal, had been honarably
discharged from the Union army and had | ocated at
Tuc 8 on,

Crendal came t 0 El Paso and stopped at ny house and
Informed me that his father nad died 4n°l ndiana and
t hat he ("Bob") was enroute there to get his portion
of the estate, and he hoped to return pretty well
fixed. After several months Bob returned, and came
to my house | ooki ng dejested and rat her seedy, He
told ne that othera had sdministered On his father's
estate before he arrived and had got away with it all
and that he was destitute.

| asked nmy friend what he proposed to dot He saia
he woul d work his way back t 0 Tueson and commence
lifeanew., The next morning | asked him t O accompany
me t 0 my office, and as we walked | asaid; "Bob, as
soonasWweget {0 the office | will write your ap-
poi nt nent "as uty €ollector of Euatoms at Tucson

at a salary of $1,800 a year, and | will advance yoOU
a montht's salary®,

My friend paused and when he spoke there were tears

in hi s voice. "Mills, he said, “do you know that |
am a Democrat?® "Yess" | replied, "™wut i S that any
reason why you shoul d be a damphool?" "well, " re-
plied the Captain, speaking slowly, "I don't know that
it is, but sonetines it appears to me that it amounts
to about the sanme thing"e

The Tucson Arizonian of May 28, 1869, stated thats

Qur enterprising friend Re M. Crandal: bought Je He
Tool's interest in the la Jaz silver mine, and de-
clares that neither Apache "nor any other man® shall
impede his operations in devel opi Ng said mine. \\¢
belleve R M; he generally megns everything he
says. This mine is situated about 12 miles west
from Tucson.
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Listed, U. S. Census, 1870, at Tueson, age 37, occupation -
| nspector of Customs, property valued at $30,000; Captain J. Ge
Bourke W Ot e Of him in "On t he Border With Crook™ as he knew him
in the early seventies;

over by the faro bank stood Bob Crandal, a faithful

wooer “of the fiokle goddess Chance. He was One of

the handsonest men In the Southwest and really en-

dowed with many fine qualities; he was then | N Tuc-

son making a |ivelihood as a gambler. The beautiful

diamond gl 1 stening on his breast had a romantic history.
give It asS I remember 1t:

Eho,n Maximillian WAS in Mexico there WaS a French
rigade in the two towns of Hermosillo and Magdalena,
Sonora. Desertions were not rare and the fugitives
made their way across the United States boundary,

One of these deserters approached crandal and asked
him for assistance. He had a Stone which he nbelieved
was of great value, which was a part of the plunder
coming to him when he and some comrades had | 00t ed
the haci enda of an affluent Mexican planter. He

woul d sell 1t for 400 frencs - ei ghty dollars,.

Crandal WasS no gudge of gens but there was sonething
so brilliant about the bauble that he paid over the
sum demended. FOur or five years afterwards Crandal
was making some purchases |n a jewelry Store In San
Francisco, When the owner, happening to see the
diamond he wasS wearing, inquired whether he woul d
be willing t0 sell it and offered §1500 cash for
the gem whi ch had been so lightly regarded,*

The Tucson Arizona Citizen Of April 10, 1875 printed thi S item:

Capt.Re Mo Crandal in ONne of his gunning expeditions

this week took in a red fox. Reynmard WAS roodsti né; on
a limb of a tree near a floek Of chickens, and th
Captain made him retire from the poultry business,

The followi ng 1s extrected from an obituary published in the

Citizeng

The death of Captain Robert M. Crandal on Thursday
norni ng of this week. leaves a wide gap I n the ranks



CRANDAL, ROBERT M. -4 - optd

of the ol d residents of Tucson. A little over

a year ago, if the ol d "residents® of this t own had
met | N conclave and done SONE elose figuring on the
remai ni ng Iyears of 1ife probabd} in store foOr each,
Wwe believe f hat Captain Crandal s mumber would have
been rplacod anong the highest. He was a Strong nan
mentally and physically eand of the finest physique,

Captai n Ccrandal cane here In May 1862 as a Lieutenant
of California Volunteers. He bel onged to the de-
tachnent under CGeneral J. H. Carleton, and upon ar-
rival here was Adjutant of the detachment. The
regiment to which he bel onged was under the command
of Colonel J. R. West, now United States Senator from
Louisiana. Subsequently Captain Crandal was made
Provost Marshal, of this District and was nore or

| ess associated with the mlitary governnent of

Tuc sone

Thereafter, We lose trace Of him for a whi Ig, al t hough
we |earn that he wasforsometime Stationed sm Santa
Fe. His soldierly qualities gained the nDSt marked
recognition from General Carleton who, as is wel |
known, Was a very strict disciplinarian, and Crandal
gained his full confidence and esteem, and was early
pronoted to a Captalncye

after the disbanding of the California Vol unteer

Captain Crandal is said t0 have nmade a visit to the

States, whence Ne returned here in a Short time,

taking UP a pernanent residence in Tueson., He Nhas

been “widely and favorably known In Southern Arizona

for many yearsand his remai ns wers fol | owed by yes-

terday morning to the grave by a large portion Of the

people of Tucsone

Died at Tucson, Fima County, A.T., March 2, 1876, aged 44; buried,
City Cemetery, War Departnent headstone; his estate was appraised at
$3,945 Whi ch included three lots In Tucson fronting on the Church
Plaza, a di anond ring valued at $1,000, a di anond pin, $200, a gol d

watoh, $200 and a set of moss-agate st uds worth $s0.
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