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COOLER, GEORGE, born at The Hague, Holland, Septenber 3,
1830; came t 0 t he United States with his parents when he was a
boy and settled with them at Erie, Permsylvania; enlisted, age
21, at Hew York cCity cm January 11, 1852, t0 serve 5 years in
"the Regular Army and was assigned t O Company D, lst. U. So
Mounted Rifles; promoted t O Corporal at Fort Eliott, Texas,
February 7, 1857; went Wi th the Company to Fort Leavenworth and
left there in Septenber in the Uteh Expedition commanded by
Colonel Al bert 8Sidney Johnston.

He vol unteered te go t0 New Mexiece in a detachnent under
Capt ai n Randol ph Be Marcy toprooure draft nules and remounts
for t he drsgeons and art 1llery; t hey | eft Fort Bridger, now in
Uinta County, Wyoming, on November 24, 1857, and made a slew and
laborious mareh t hr ough snow and mountains to0 Santa Feduring
whieh the nen suffered great hardships ; his first enli stnent
havi ng expired he reenlis ted for a second 5 yearse it Fort Unlen,
WM., April 30, 1867; With a eavalry escort on the return trip
they delivered a large number Of horses and miles anda herd of
sheep at Fort Bridger On June 11, 1858, and then went om Wi th
the expedition to Salt Lake City arriving on June 26,

At Camp Floyd, Utah, he was assigned as Private to Company
H of the lst. Mounted R fles and went with the Conpany to New
Mexico Where he was pronoted to Sergeant at Fort Craig, on
February 2, 1859; by Aot of Congress approved August 3, 1861,
the designation Of the 1lst. Mounted Rifles was changed te the
3d. U. 8. Cavalry and Conpany He. became Troop H. of that »regiment;
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he was honorably discharged from the regiment at Parejo, N. Mo,
on April 30, 1862; and then immediately employed as wagonmaster
at $50 per month at Fort Union, N .M.; promoted t0 \\agon ahd
Forage Master at $76 per month at Santa Fe on October 1; transe
ferred t0 Fort Cralg on the Rio Grande in that capacity on April
1, 1863 and remained there until| discherged on Jamary 31, 1864;
the follewing i s quoted from an official report of combats with
Indians;
January 8, 1864 - - Mr. George Cooler, Wagon

and Forage Master at Fort Craig, Ne Mex., With 10

infantry soldiers and & party of Mexiean c¢itizens,

while on a soout after Indians, recovered 1 MNexiean

boy, named Vincente Urbano, who was stolen by the

Indiane near the Pecos River, 1 rifle, and 58

goats « On the 1lth instant they came upon a party

Of Indians and succeeded in killing 1 and capturing

1l squaw and 1 ehilds In this skirmishtwoof

Coolert!s party were wounded. One of them, José

Garcis, dled the next day. On the 12th t hey found

7 horses and 1 mule and ecaptured 2 Indian women.

| N February, 1864, he left Fort Craig with 3 yoke of omen
end a covered wagon fer the goldfields in northern Arizona being
accompanied on the journey by WII|iam Fourr, Peter It. Chase and
anot her man who were on horseback; t hey followed t he oOverland
route t hrough Tueson t 0 Maricope Wells and thence via the sink
of the Hassayampa and Peeples Valley to Lynx Creek where he was
listed in t he Census taken in April, 1864, as a Miner, age 33,
resident 4in Arizona 2 months, property valued at $1,0004 the
Journal of the Wal ker M ning District shows that, as t he discoverer,
on August 27, 1864, he | ocated 400 feet on the St. Louis | ead at

t he head of Big Bug Creek; William Fourr and 4 others joined with
him in locating 200 feet each.
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He gave up mining to again become a civilian emplcyee in
the Arny Quartermaster Department at Fort Whipple under Lieutenant
Charl es Ae Curtis as Spy and Guide at $5 per day from December
25, 1864 t0 April 5, 1865; the mlitary records show that prior
to this enploynent he le £t Fart Whipple On December 10 with
Captain John Thonpson and 12 enlisted@ men of the lst. New Mexico
Cavalry, and that at daylight on Decenber 15 they attacked an
Indian Camp, killing 11 Apaches; on December 26 he went out on
the trail of some Indian cattle thieves Wi th Lieutenant Sanuel

L. Barr, commandi ng Company F, 5th U.S. Infantry, and a detachnent
of New Mexico Cavalry; on January 1, 1865, near a place called
Sycanore Spring, they surprised an Apache Camp,killed 4 |ndi ans
and recaptured 2 steers; a reference t0 What he did later in

that month was made in the follewing |letter to the Conm ssioner
of Indian Affairs written at Prescott, A.T., on May 25, 1865,

by Johm Ce Dunn, the Indian Agent;

~ Sone time last January Captain John Thompson,
now | N command at Fort Whipple, went out on a
scout into the Hualapais country, with one George
Cooler as guide, and surprised a rancherie oOf
Yavepails or Apache Mojeves, killing 28 men, women,
and children, anong the nunber Hoseckrua, a
Yavapai chief, who has ever shown himself a true
friend of the whites. Not nore than 10 days
previous to this attack, sone of these sane
Indlans were at work for me on the toll road at
very Smal | wages, and were friendly and trusty.
They herded our stoek, and when it strayed they
searched and brought it backe The attack upon
them by the troops was an unprovoked outrage
sand murdere
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Shortly after his discharge as Spy and Guideon Aprils,
1865, with A. F. Banta and C. W. Beach he accompanied t he escort -
of Sanuel C. Stoples, U.S. Paymaster, from Prescott to Albuquerque,
Ne Ms; an account of an incident on that trip was printed some
years later:

Anent the present talk of more money needed
CGeorge Cool er tells of the greenbacks of the ear iy
days of Arizona. He Was guiding a part y in north-

eastern Arizona, When he nmet a nan from Santa Fe in
charge Of five men and twenty pack animals, half of
them laden with gold and silver, He was pushi

W th all speed for Prescott. He told that Lee had
surrendered and that Lincoln had been assassinated,
G eenbacks had junped to double their old pricee

At Prescott the soldiers hed shortly before
been paid off in greenbacks. This style of ourrency
they held In smal| esteems They woul d approach a
raro tabl e with rolls of them representing often
six months! pay, wuld car el essI%/ tell the men
closer to the fable to "put that on the seven," Of
elsewhere, Greenbacks were WOrth in April, 1865,
but 27 cents on the dollar and govermment vouchers
but 21 cents.

This the man from Santa Fe imew, He made

Prescott twenty-four hours ahead of the mail and

news of the rise in t he wvalue of greenbacks. He

t herefore made a bonanza out of his enterprise,

| n one night he cleared $21,000,

He returnedtoPrescott and was again enpl oyed as Guide at
$6 a day by Captain Joseph Tuttle, the Quartermaster, from December
5to 31, 1865; the follow ng references to him appeared in the

Prescott Arizona Mimer during the year 1867

March 9 « « The Gem Salecon, by Mr. George Cooler,

is an appendage to the Osborn House, Granite Street,
and 1s a very genteel affair - for this countrye.
George has severel goodtraits of character - he
knows how to subseribe for anewspaper and pay for
it; and he knows the el egant style of marking a
choice 1little package "Ed. Miner®,
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September 14 - - M. George Cool er informs us t hat
- he will, Oon next Tuesday evening, give a cotillion

party at Montezuma Hall. The best musical talent

in the Territory will be on hand, and the proprietor
will do all in his power t O make t he affair as

| easant &s possible. Those of our gallants who

ove to "trip the light fantastic toe™ shoul d not
fail to go and teke their fair friends alonge. The
pri ce of admission,foragentleman and lady is only
five dollars, | egal tender.

Sept enber 24 - = George Cooler, Of the "Gem" saloon,

Granite street, is & regular brick. We have tried

that bottle of gin cocktails which be brought inte

t he office last night and found i1t & highly in-

vigorating, heal t h-gi vi n% medicine for overworked,

tired-out bhumanity. The Doys did full justiece toO

it, George, and acted as though it 4id them a

power ful sight of good. The cigars, t00 were

excellent,

He moved tO Tueson and Was employed there at Interpreter at |
the Quarterms ster Depot by Captain Cornelius C. Smith from July
5, 1869 to February 14, 1870, at rates varyi ng from $102 to $91
per month; he wae SOON Sent to the Apache County Where Colonel
Johm Green had a considerable nunber of soldiers who were at the
forks of \White River,laterthe site of Fort apache, on July 27,
1869; at that time A. F. Bante, C. E. Cooley and Henry wood Dodd,
Wwho had been searching for the | ost Doe. Thorn gold placers and
had made friends of the éoyotero Apaches, were in ocamp with the
Indians On Cariso Creek; early in August, Captain Barry with a
troop of the lst. Us. 8« Caval ry approached carise Creek and when
Cooley and Dodd canme to bis cemp t hey were seized and disarmed;
the Captain also intended to arrest Banta, the three of them being
consi dered outlaws in the Indian country, but Cool er vouched for

them saying t hat he had known Coeley as an officer of the New
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Mexico Volunteers at Fort cCraig and knew Banta in Prescott, SO they
were all released.

Appoi nted by CGovernor Safford at Tucson on Jenuary 2, 1871, as
Comnissioner fOr the extradition, from Mexico, Of the nmurderers of
Charl es Reldt, Janes Lytle and Thomas Oliver at the M ssion Canp
stage station on Decenber 24, 1870; he went to Sonora and as-
certained that one of the murderers, Jesus Ortega, alias El Blanco,
was at Ceborca and the other two, Pedro Pino and Tomas Sanches, were
at San Miguel; he gave thils information tO Ignacio Pesquiersa, the
Governor of Scnora, who referred the extradition request to the
National Governnent in the Cty of Mexico which did nothi ng about
1t.

From Tucson he went to Oregon where he served as Wagon and
Forage naster at Canp Warner at §$67 per month from April 1, 1871

until February 17, 1873; the Tucson Arizona Citizen of March 1, 1873

stated:

We omtted to mention, | ast week the return of Nr. George
Cool er from Camp Warner, Oregon, Where he has been on public
duty for over a year. The climate was too cold for him and
he thinks of making Tucson his permanent residence; and Since
his return he has purchased the George iucke property on
Congress street which strongly indicates a liking for Tucson.
It IS his purpose to fit uw a cwy front room (without seats)
for a saloon, and other apartnments for card playing and kindred
pastimes.

The Prescott Arizona iiner on May 24, 1873, printed a com

muni cati on from Tucson which al so made nention of himg

_ CGeorge Cooler, formerly of Prescott, has a finely fixed
little drinking establishment, Which appeared to have nore
than its share of worshippers,
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That he nhed prospered in Tucson is indicated by the Arizona
citizen Of August 19, 18763

Among the passengers arriving in Tucson by stage
on Tuesday, was George Cool er proprietor of the Star
Corral and Gem Saloon, He has just returned from his
boyhood home, Erie, Pa., Whithér he went on a visit
last Aprill He al so visited the Philadel phia Centennisal,
New York, WAshi ngton and other cities.

He was elected a nember of the Board of Health of the Village

of Tucson i N Januasry, 1877; the Tonbstone Nugget of October 2, 1879

reported that "George Cool er has conpleted his contract for building
a road between G obe Gty and Tucson" which probably explains why

he was |isted as a contractor in the 1880 census; his address in
1881 Tucson directory, was 210 South McCormick Street, occupation -
Mining; WaS serving asS a Deputy-Sheriff and Jail er under Sheriff
Robert Paul when 9 prisoners escaped from the Pima County jail on
the night of October 24, 1882; he Was cleared of a charge of per-
mitting the prisoners to get away and further defended in a letter
to the editor of the Arizona Star by Fred G, Hughes who stated that

he had known Cool er for about 20 years and that his reputation was
above reproach; that there was sone feeling against himis indicated
by an entry in the diary kept by George 0. Hend, the then Court House
Janitor, who wote on July 28, 1883, "Cooler was then balloted on

for nmenmbership in Negley Post, G.A.R., and received 3 B, Bs. He was

t hen rejected".

The Tucson _Arizona Citizen of October 6, 1885, stated that

"George Cool er has opened a ssloon at the corner of Bennington and
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Court Streets; became a member Of the Soclety of Arizona Ploneers.

on Cctober 5,1886; adnm tted from Tucson to the U, S, Sol di ers Home

at Sawtelle, Californis, May 16, 1895, where he di ed on July 16, .
1904, aged 73; buried in the Soldiers Home Cemetery; one of his |ast
requests was that the Arizona Pioneers Society be notified of his
death; he also asked that his wife, Mrs, Brigida Cooler, be found

in Tucson and that all of his personal effects and his pension of

$12 per nonth be left to her; it probably was a comon | aw merriage of
which there is no available record and she did not apply for a pension.
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