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CLYMER, FRANCI S ( FRANK) P .
Born at Tennessee or Illinois, » 18 .
Son of and
Married, Jesus at on , 18 .

who was born in Sonora about 1840,
Chi l dren

Listed, U. 3. Census, 1860, at Copper Mines (Ajo) age .30,
born in Tennessee, occupati on - Miner, property valued at $250; on
January 9,1862, he wote a letter from Arizona Copper Mines (AJjo)
addressed to Major Edwin A. Rigg at Fort Yuma stating that he had
been reliably informed that Col onel J. H. Baylor, conmandi ng the
Confederate troops at Mesilla, N. M. had sent a letter to Tucson
stating that he expected to march for western Arizona W th 900 men
and that all property not belonging to citizens of the Confederacy
woul d be confiscated. He concluded his letter by saying:

| can assure you that ny informant is a man
whose word 1is reliable, but as | am precariously
situated you wi || please be kind enough to not
connect my nane with the foregoing information, nor
even the locality from whence you receive it, as
myself and employesarethe only ones here that are
posted. The bearer Of this knows nothing about 1it,
nor do | wish himto. | send sone letters to your
care Which | hope you will mail by the first ex-
press, and if there is any mail for ne please send
It by this man. |f you have any papers that you
can spare, | Wl take it as a lasting favor if you
Will send NMe a few. Mvr respects to Captain Galloway,
Mr. Kippen, and Yager.

Most respectfully, yours,
FRANK P. CLYMER,
Super i nt endent

That he was having a difficult time at Ajo 1s shown by the

follow ng extract froma letter sent from Fort Yuma, on February 19,
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1862, by Mpjor E. A Rigg to Colonel J. H. Carlton in LOS Angeles:

| arrested a nman from the Arizona copper

mines yest erda?/ and hold him for instructions.
His statenent forward to you by this express.
| do not think himvery dangerous, but thought
him much better here than anywhere else for the
ﬂléesent. Mr. Clymer, hi S employer, i S reliable.

was one of the first to informme of the nove-
ments of Baylor. A copy of his letter to ne |
forwarded with others to district headquarters.
He is obliged to be very circunmspect. He told ne
personal |y that he could not depend upon anyone
around him.

The circunstances are these in reference to
the arrest of his employe, John Kilbride; Mr.
Clymer Sent in his team for provisions for the
mines, sending at the sane time the letter, a copy
of which was forwarded. On itsS return, near Grinnel's,
during the night, whilst the driver was sleeping,
the flood overtook him, only awaking in time to
save his 1ife, | 0si ng the wagon, Which was washed
into the river W th contents, saving only his mules.

H s del aﬂing SO 1onf, Mr. Clymer Sent out a
person naned Hayward to [ook after him., He came
on here to make arrangenents for nore provisions,
| had him wat ched closely, and when he was ready to
start | stopped him. He states that he is an
English subject--a subject of Great Britain. On
the same day Kilbride arrived with another wagon
for provisions. | 'pernmitted them to go on and get
their arrangenents all made to start (Mr. Hayward
being only on parole not to |eave until | gave him
permission), when | gave perm ssion to the wagon
t 0 start.

_ | then had Mr. Kilbride confined (after taking
his statement) and sent Lieutenant Mtchell out wth
his invoices, and overhauled himto see that nothing
but provisions were in the wagon, Which proved to be
the case. He also carried instructions to Kilbride's
driver fromhimto proceed on to the mne and say to
Mr. Clymer that he would follow in a short time, and
to get through as fast as possible.

_ | was satisfied that Mr. Clymer had no provisions
in hand of any kind, and Was suffering for them; that
he was our friend, and was acting as such in forwarding

information, &c, in addition to that, if | stopped the
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‘team W th the animals--six in the wagon and eight
nmore that were saved fromthe flood, naking fourteen
inall--1 would have to feed them, After reflecting
upon all the ecircumstances, | concluded to send wmr.
Clymer his wagon and provisions. The driver w ||
not know of Kilbride's arrest until he gets home.

| have been minute about this matter, because
| was taking a responsibility that m ght not meet
W th your approbation, though | trust it may. |
have confined Kilbride in a Separate apartment from
the other political prisoners, not W shing any
comparing of notes from different directions.

Peter R, Brady addressed a letter to Major Rigg from Sonoita,
Sonora, On March 14,1862 in whi ch he stated:

| write to informYou of the news here,
according to promise. | saw a man a |ittle while
ago who has just cone in fromthe Cababi mines.

He informed me that three days ago he conversed
with a man just through from Tueson, Who cane
through with Captain Hunter’'s partyfrom Mesilla,
and this person seemed to be pretty well posted in
regard to everything in Western Arizona.

~ They are perfectly aware in Tucson of there
being a lTarge quantity of powder at the Copper
Mines, and that the superintendent is a Union
man, and there is sone talk of their com ng over and
t aki ng,it. | am very nuch afraid they will, as it
|'S & DI g inducement. | know that there is very
near a ton of powder there. Fortunately an Anerican
cane down to-day from the Copper M nes ‘and goes back
to-morrow. | have advised himto tell Frank Clymer
to hide the powder sonewhere about the mine, onl
| eaving a keg or two in the magazine, and to tel
the secessionists that he has sold the balance, for
I f he had none at all they m ght suspect that he
had hidden it and resort to severe measures to nake
hi m disclose.*#*#** | f you should wish to see ne
at the river, -M. Yager can dispatch a Mexican, and
| will be at the river in four days fromwere | 1live.

Listed, U. S. Census, 1870, at Overl and Stage Stations
(Kenyon), age 45, born in Illinois, occupation - Station Keeper,

property valued at $2,500; the followng items zre taken fromthe
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Yuma Arizona Sentinel of 1872:

(1) March 30--From a private |letter received
by F. P. Clymer, from his home at Kenyon Station, we
[earn that on last Sunday a CGerman. named Conrad, hostler
in the enploy of the Mai'l Stage Company, and who has
been at the station but a few days, absconded with one
of Mr. Clymer's mules and saddle. On the day above named,
about noon, Conrad borrowed a Henry rifle from an enpl oyee
of Mr. Clymer, named Johnson, on the pretense that he was
going out hunting. Johnson daid not discover the theft
until a few hours afterward, and, asS there were no one
at the station but hinself and Mr. Clymer's wife, he
could not pursue the "flying Dutchman" until after he
had gone sone twelve mles to get sone one to staK at
the house, Which made it too |ate then to track the
thief. Early next morning, however, he started after
him, but with what result, we have not ascertained.

Conrad Is a man of nedium build, about 35 years of
age,5 feet 8 Inches in height, dark hair, inclined to
curl, and whi skers shaved off close; his eyes are con-
si derably blood-shot. The mule he stoie IS a mare-
mule, dark brown, of medi um size, with col | ar marks,
and has the brand of Woolsey & Martin and several other
brands, and i s well known in the Territory as Col.
Woolsey's favorite riding mule during his canpaigns
against the Apaches. The saddle Is of light California
leather, nearly new, and trimmed behind with horse hair,
Station keepers and ferrymen shoul d take note of this,
and ook out for the thief.

(2) April 6--TAKE NOTICE.--A nul e, with saddle,
was | eft on my premises, at the Perry, six miles bel ow
Arizona city,onthe 28th of March, 1872, by sone
unknown person. The owner will pl ease cone forward,
prove property, pay charges and take it away.

A. Bowman

(3) October 12--In the matter of tge estfate of John
Kilbride, deceaged, F. P. Clymer Settl| ed his fi nal

account and was fully discharged.

The Tucson Arizona Citizen published this advertisenent

early i n 1872:

Kenyon Station for sale. The above well
known public stand, situated on the Gila River,
18 m | es west of Gila Bend Station, and 14 m | es
east of oOatman Flat, |Ss for sale, together wth
all properties belonging to it, cheap for cash.
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200 breeding goats, Wi ll be retained if not
desired by the purchaser. For particul ars address

F. P. Clymer, Kenyon.
The Citizen for May 25,1872, stated:

F. P. Clymer has sold Kenyon Station and will
soon nove west of the Colorado into San Diego County
a few miles bel ow Yuma, where he intends to engage 1in
goat raising.

The yuma Arizona Sentinel of April 27, 1878, printed the

following:

_ James Peck, of Mohawk, has got to stand anot her
little notice. 1It's Angora goats this time. Sone years
ago he bought a lot of comon goats from Frank Clymer,
and got a couple of Angora bucks. A pair of dogs were
trained to take out, bring back, and guard the flock;
no other expense being made. Gadually the old stock
has died off or been sold, | eaving only young goats of
high-grade. The quantity of meat that has been eaten
and sold fromthat little flock is ineredible. Not hing
in Arizona has yielded as big returns on a small invest-
ment.

The follow ng additional reports of his activities appeared

In the vyuma Arizona Sentinel:

~June 20, 1874--Last Saturday Mr. Frank P. Clymer
arrived at the store of wWm. B. Hooper & Co. in this
town with 720ouncesof silver, from the Polaris mine,
i n the San Dom ngo District, near Sonoita in this
Territory. This mine iS five miles this side of the
Sonora_ 1ine, The silver was extracted by the crude and
primtive Mexican process, with no bl ast "greater than
that given by a common bl acksmith bellows. There i s no
base metal in it. The silver is pure, With the exception
that it is bespangled With gold. A Mexican named Loreto
Aguayo, who cane W th Mr. clymer from the same nei ghbor-
hood had 300 ounces of the sane kind of silver, which we
saw wei gfhed at the office of Wm. B. Hooper & Co. On
Tuesday last two carts arrived from Mr. Clymer's mine,
bringing two tons of the same kind of ore from which
t he above mentioned Silver was extracted. Mr. Clymer
has been breaking and sacking it at Hooper & Co’s corral

during the week. ...
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Last Thursday, Wm. B. Hooper & Co. di spatched
two teams and a burro train for F. P. Clymer, bound
for the Polaris mine, in the San Dom ngo District.
g?is outfit enbraces-an assortment of general merchan-
se .

February 19, 1856-,—Florence, Feb. l4--Another
val uabl e discovery nade in the Gobe District extension
of Chanpion m ne owned by Clymer and wilson, has turned
up after nuch searching for....

July 22, 1876--Died at Florence, A. T., July 17,
1876, Frank P. mﬁrmer, aged about 42 years. The
announcenent of the death of this good and well known
citizen was received by Thos. Hughes, Esq., Of Yuma,
by tel egram from Florence. Mny persons will feel a
pang of regret on hearing of the death of "Frank,"
who was well known and respected for his many excellent

qualities of head and heart.

June 9, 1877-- The Ajo Mine.--The | ate Frank
Clymer's interests in this celebrated mne will be
sold, by the adm nistrator of his estate, at Florence,
June 30th.

July 1%, 1877--The Ajo copper mine has been
relocated. The interest in 1t of Clymer's estate was
sol d at Florence, June 30, but we understand that the
property was junped prior to that date.

Decenber 22, 1877--The fanous Ajo copper mine,
sout heast of Mhawk station, still lies untouched, tO
the great surprise of old Arizonans who know sonethi ng
of its nistory. Properly speaking it is a group of
m nes rich in copper and carrying a |arge percentage of
old and silver. |t was at one time worked by the

ather of Hon. J. M. Redondo Of this place. yrh_at was
before the Gadsden purchase of the territory lying
south of the Gila river. A party of American adven-
turers went down and |ocated it and fought for it wth
parties from sonora. Being considered debatable ground,
nothing was done with it for years.

Finally a conpany was organi zed in San Francisco,
of which B. P. Cornwall {of Black Di anond fame) was the
| eadi ng spirit. Large quantities of ore were extracted
and shlcjoped to San Francisco, by wagon fromthe mine to
yuma and from thence by the Col orado river, Gulf of
California and the pacific Ocean. The wagon transporta-
tion alone cost $120 per ton, besides steamboat and



CLYMER, FRANCI S (FRANK) P. UL{{H
-7 -

schooner freight. The conpany was making money, had
erected large and commodi ous buil dings at the mne and
were preparing to conduct operations on a |arge scale,
when the sudden and great fall in the price of copper,
at about the end of the war of the rebellion, made
copper mning unprofitable and work was suspended.

The 1ate Frank P. Clymer was enpl oyed for several
years to take care of the property. After a few years
of inaction the conpany got denoralized and neglected to
pay up assessnents for paying Clymer's wages. He then
sued, attached and bought the property in at sheriff’s
sale. Wen he died |ast year, this part of his estate
was appraised at $20,000 by men thoroughly familiar Wi th
the mine. Since that time the Southern Pacific railroad
has been built to within a little over 100 miles of the
mne and will soon be within fifty mles of it.

The ol d conmpany used to pay $20 per barrel for
flour, $10 per sack for barley and for other supplies
in proportion. Now everything of that Kkind costs a
third of former prices. ~water, fuel and grass are
abundant around the mine. Excellent lime rock occurs
close by. The buildings are in a good state of preserva-
tion. |In fact, everything about the property now invites
the attention of capital. The deeper workings are now
filled with seepage water, but Salazar and other m ners
who worked below, at the time work was suspended, declare
that the ore was better and w der at the bottom than
at any other part of the mine.

~ There is some question as to the title. The minor

heirs of Clymer claim it. J. H. Norton and anot her
gentl eman of Yuma jumped and |ocated it |ast spring.
Some parties in Florence junped and |ocated it last
June, erroneously recording the location in Maricopa
county, and Don Juan A. Robinson, Oof San Francisco,
claims to own a Mexican | and grant, which includes the
mne. The property is too valuable a one to long lie
idle and we trust It may soon pass into hands eapable

of devel opi ng 1it.

Decenber 29, 1877--From the Citizen (Florence) We
| earn that the late Frank Clymer's quarfer interest in
t he Chanpi on mine has been sold for $1,800; administrator's
sal e.
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, February 9, 1878--The Santo Domingo Mines. These
mines are situated in a portion of yuma county rarely
visited by mners or prospectors. They lie in the
extrenme sout heastern part of the county, about 75 mles
south of the Gila and close to the Mexican boundary.

The Mexicans have lately worked some of them successfully,
but as they are on American ground, these mners could
obtain no title and took little interest in devel oping

t he ledges.

Cipriano Ortega, owner of nearly all the good |and
and cattle around Sonoita, claims t0 "have taken out,
fromone of these mines, nearly $14,000 at an expendlture for
mning of less than $100. <« « + . .Thachgundary line
runs through Quitobaquita, leaving the spring on our
side, but giving nost of the good [and to Mexico; it
also puts the ranchos and towns of Santo Dom ngo and

Sonoita i n Mexico, but gives us the mines.

The |late Frank P. Clymer had val uabl e claims down
there and shi pped considerable rich ore, in spite of all
the difficulties of desert transportation over new and
unbeaten roads. He was very enthusiastic over the
results, but he got afraid of his Mexican nei ghbors and
his attention was absorbed, until his death, by his
di scovery of the Athens and other rich mnes In Pinal
county .

April 20, 1878-- Mr. J. A. Robertson tells us that
he has bought the interest of the Clymer heirs in the
fanbus Ajo mine. He has been out there doing sone
work and reports hinself nuch pleased. He prospected
alittle to the eastward of Ajo and found an excellent
m neral country.

The Arizona Citizen, then published at Florence, printed

a notice by John A. Osgood, adm nistrator of the estate of
Francis p. Clymer, deceased, dated Novenber 16, 1877, that he

woul d sell at public auction an undivided one-fourth interest in
"a certain mning property situated in the G obe mning District,

Maricopa County, Arizona Territory, known as the Chanpion Mine"
and an undi vi ded one-balf interest i N anot her mining cl ai m "known

as the First Extension (South) of the Miami Mine, Situated in the

sanme m ning District, Pinal County, Ari zona Territory."



