CHAVES, JoS& FRowersco Ty

cHAVES, JOSE FRANCISCO, DOrn at ILes Padillas, Bernalille County, New
Mextco, JUNEe 27, 18333+ M of Marianoand DOl Ores Peres de Chavess his grand-
father, Don Francisce Xavier Chaves, was the first (COver nor of New Mexiee
undez the Mexican Republic in 1822; married, (1) Mary Bowie af San Franci sco,
California i N 1857 Who died in 1878; children, Francisco Mariano and Dol ores
(Lola)who narri ed Marisme Armijo y Otero; married, (2) Jesephine
Whi t tington at Albuquerque, N.M,, March 19, 1892,

His father e aidtohim, "The hersties arc going to over run New
Mexico, Go and learn their language and CONE back prepared to defend your
people"; attended preparatory scheols in St, Loui S, Missouri, and then took
a course at the Colle ge Of Physi clans and Surgeons in New YOr k City, 1850-52;
nade overland trips t0 California in 1853 and 18573 served as Captain of a
Conpany of New Mexiee Mounted Vol unteers e arolled at Pemil: ta, N, M., September
17 until discharged atf that pl ace on December 3, 1860s was away Wi th the
Corpany ON a campeign agains t t he Navaje Indiane When elected frOm Valencia .
County t O the | OWer houseoft he 9th New Mexice Territorial Legislature, -

Mustered in at Fort Unlen, N, M., August 5, 1861, S Maj Or, 1st New
Mexico Infantry; pronoted to Lieutenant Col onel, Septenber 20, 1861; perticie
pated in the battle Of Valverde, N.M,, February 21, 1862 and was commended Dy
Ceneral R, 8. Canby for his*Zeal and energy®s transferred to 1st New Mexiee
Cavalry, My 5, 1862, and was in comsand for over a year at Yert Wingate, NeM, 3
| eft Albuguerque December 8, 1863, in command Of the o scort to Governor
Goodwi n and ot her Ari sons Territerial Of f icials Whi ch consisted of 50 men of
Conpany E, 11th Mis souri Cavalry (Csptain JOhn H, Butcher) and 30 men Of
Conmpany B, lst Bew Mexico Caval ry (Csptais Raf ael Chacon); at Fort Wingate onm
Decenbver 20, nine men of Conpany C, 1lst Cal if ornia Infantry, under Sergeant
Will fam R, McCormick joined t he escort,
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Marched via the 14 ttle Colerado River and t he southern slepe of the
San Francisco Peaks t O Fort Whipple arriving ON Jamary 22, 1864; | i Sted
there in the Territorial Cemnsus taken in April s a Soldier, resident in
Arisons 3 months; N a letter Witten at Tuesen ON March 2, 1864, to the
Department Cemmander, Major Nelson H, Davis mentions "the reute t hat Col,
Chaves is about te explere from Muesen via the Pima Villages, Antel ope Creek
and the mountains; the following item was printed im the Ari goms Miner,
t hen published at Fort Whipple, ON March 23, 1864, wvhichk indicates that he
had returned there from Tucseng
This morning, Colonel Chaves W th Coe H, 11th Misseuri Volunteers,
s tarted for f if teendays' ® xpleration i N seareh of a direct road from
here to the Little Colorade,orZunt, |t is t he general belief that
such a route, practicadble forteam can be found,
The Aris Miner printed an account written by Hemry Cliften Of the
o ocond expedi tion headed Dy KingS, VWOl oy against the Apaches in which 1is
the f ollowing passage !

¥e met OUr pack traim ON the evening Of May 3 e t the Cienegs, Or

the headof the e ast btranch of the Agus Fria, where we csmped umtil the
Sth, While we were cemped at the Clemega We met Col, Chaves With a dew
tachment Of the Missouri Velunteers, He was returning from au ® xploring
expedi tiom towardsthe Litt| e Colerade and reperted having f ound a
feasible route, making t he road to Wingate a great decal shorter,

Eaving determned the feasibility of the route, ho left Prescot ¢ in
August with an e scort and probadly passed down Copper Canyonto the present site
of Camp Verde thence to Stoneman | ake ama ever the divide t O Mahan Spring; went
vis Chaves Spring and Chaves Pass, whiche til| bear his name, to the Little
Colorado at Sumset Crossingg honorably discharged from military e ervicee
Senta Fe, N, M,, November 22, 1864,

Elected Del egate t O Congress from Nev Mexieoin 1864 and served 3 terms

from March 4, 1865 t 0 March 3, 1871; engaged in farming and stockraising;
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studied lav, was admitted {0 the bar and bvecame District Attorney for the 24
Judicial District of NewMexise 1875w77; served as mexber f rom Valencia County,
New Mexice Territorial Council, 1875, 1878, 1882, 1884, 1894 and 18973 President
of t he Territerial Council 1880, 1886, 1888, 1890, 1692, 1901 and 19033 member .
and President Of a oconvention which prepared a comstitution fOr the proposed
State Of New Mexicoe in 1889; was Superintendent Of the Territorial Penitentiary,
1891933 appointed Superintendent of Public Instruetion for the Territory in
March, 1901 and was £ 1lling that pesiti ON at the time Of his death,

\VAS iz Pressott, A,T, ON legal busipess i N February amd March, 1888;
addressed a statehood conventien hel d in Phoenix, ON October 26, 1801, in whieh
he said:

M/ firste xperience in this Territory was i N Deecember, 1853 when t here
was © carcely an oasis in the desert or a station fOr the accommodation Of man
Of beast. The ONl Yy enterprisiag people in the | and were savages WhO were
ready to sealp yOou when oppertunity presented and rob you of all yoeur worldly
goods, At that time I bathed in Salt River and it was the only thing here
wort h havinge

Miguel A, Otero, t he then Govermer Of New Mexieco, also attended the
Phoeni x St at ehood Coaventier and afterwards said

When t he time came for Colonel Chaves t O begin his address, he tol d of
his visi tt0 Ari sema when, in command Of soldiers, he accompanied the fore~
most Off 1elals of the Territory | a order t O organize and ¢ stablish t he new
Terri tory, which had recently been created, The Colomel, coming t0 the front
of the pl atf orm and stretching OUt both hands tOWard the boxes said,"We d1d
not receive t he welecome fromthe | ovely | adi es which | see herenowand
wvhich inspires this great occasion, ON which We are asking the privil ege of
becominga State and towhich they add their grace and charming presencs, "
This caused (reat applause and nany oOf the ladies t hrew American Beauty roses
tot he Colonel,

Col onel Chaves was a man Of magnif feent talent, notw thstanding the faect
that he was alvays the personif ication Of di gni ty, and never gave his sudience
t he impression that he was comceraing hinself wish things outSi de of the
ordinary, \\hen he speke he was Serious and rarely smled in addressing a
convention or a great nunber of psople,



o
()
(L 3

CHAVES, JOSE TFRANCISCO wen

Assassinated Ot Pinos Wells (mear Cedar Vale) Torrance County, New
Mexico, November 26, 1904; sged 71; buried, Natlanal Cemetery, Santa Fe,
¥. Mo3 & bronse bust Of col onel Chaves was placed in the S[AI€capitol at

Santa Fe in MNarch, 1925,
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