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» BROWN, CHARLES O. Born in October, 1829 i N Essex County, New York.
Wien about 12 years old, he and his family moved t 0 Whitehall, Illinois.
The discovery of gold in California attracted himand he went with the
early Forty-niners in search of a fortune in golde

He had fallem i N questionable company, havi ng joined up Wi th the band
of a Capte JOhn Glanton who it was seid was engaged i N gathering Apache
soalps for the Mexican government at so nush per head. Quite often Glanton
m st ook Yumes, Pimas and other Indians for Apaches; even bl undered at not
recogni zing the Mexicans themselves. FEarly in 1850 the immgrants were
gathering in large nunbers at confluence of the Gila and Col orado rivers.
Until a Dre Langdon esteb lished a ferry, the Indians had ferried the im
migrants. Because of the danger from Indian attacks Dr. Langdon took in
Captes Glanton. There seemed to be a conpeting ferry on the other side of
the river. Glanton, to do his enployer a favor, killed the manager of the
opposition; and then operated the ferry himselfs There was big noney in
ferrying inmgrants and he exploited them in order to be sure of a good
margi n of profit. Some of the Indians were reduced t0 free-lancesinthe
ferrying business. Glemton put this free-lancing out of business by mis=-
teldng them for Apaches. On the 24th of April, 1850, the Indians surpri sed
Glanton's band in their tents and killed them. Charles 0. Brown, detailed
to chop wood with two other men fled and esocaped to California. Renenbering
his original purpose in ecoming out west, he prospected for goldfor sometime.
(It was said that Brown, before the messacre, while with Glanton and sone of
hi s men purchasi ng supplies in San Diego, Califernia, shot a lad in the San
Diego plaza. Brown was arrested and placed under guard in the mlitary cempe

He and another prisoner prevailed upon a corporal and esoaped., )
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Charles 0. Brown probably came back t0 Ariszona ¢1858. He ran a sal oon
and ganbl i ng house. When the California Col um occupied Tucson, Lt. Cols
J« R. Weat sold Brown the exclusive privilege of running a saloon and ganb-
ling house in the town for $500. He prospered so well in the saloon and gamb-
ling business that he went to Mesille, New Mexico, t0 marry a Mexican woman
of good fanily and built the best saloon in the Territory, the Congress Halls
The first legislature that convened in Tucson nmet at Congress Hall. "The
sal oon had floors of wood, the [unber for which was hauled from Santa Fe, ard
cost $500 a thousand. The locksonthe doors cost $12 each, and all ot her
material in proportion." A meeting of townsmen (the Wel | - known ones) was
called on May 17, 1871, and nmet at Congress Halle. At this meeting the minici=-
pality of Tueson was organi zed and officers elected. Si dney R+ DelLong was
chosen mayor; Charles 0« Brown, one of the four councilmen. Brown brought
into Territory the first sewing machire; upon the birth of his first sonhe
sent from St. Louls, Mo., the first baby ocearriage.

Al his life he was interested in mines, prospested, and grubstaked
other men. He WAs said to have been the first white man to work a mine in
t he Oro Blanco district. He kept one of the finest mineral cebinet collec-
tions in the Territory. In company with other men, he elimbed the Santa
Catal ina nountains on report of rien gold mnes there and his party was the
first to explore the Cefiade del Oro country.

When on May 10, 1877, one of his children died in an epidemic of small -
pox, he seemed to have been affected deeply by it. Another misfortune fol-
lowed. On Cctober 18, 1877, the fixtures of his saloon were auetioned off.

In the summer Oof 1879 he gave Thomas E. Farish a piece Of poetry which recites
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"THE H STORY OF ARIZONA

How it was mads,
And who nade it. " He supposed "The Devil " did.

He died on August 13, 1908, at 0310 P. M., of abscess on the brain,
Mleaving N0 property whatever”. He left his widow; a sister, Mrs. Janes
Flynn, North Church Street, Tuoson; Ase Brown, a brother in Platville,
Wisconsing four sons, Willism, Stephen, Onen and Charles, and a daughter,
Mrs. J. J. MacTeague, Durengo, Mexico.

Legend: When Brown escaped the massacre at the ferry at (Yuma), he
took wWith him a small anobunt of silver. About $30,000 in gold buried on

the bank of the river was never recovered.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Alta Californian, May 21, 1850, San Franeisco, California,

Alta Californian, June 20, 1850.

Arizona Weekly Citizen, December 28, 18723 March 29, 1873; Sept. 20, 1873;

and Septe 27, 1873,

Arigona Daily Citizen, Aug. 15, 1904,

The Weekly Tribune, Tucson, Arizona), August 15, 1904,

Arizona Daily Star, August 14, 1908 and December 9, 1928,
B e it o

Newspaper Clipping Book, Arizona Piloneers! Historical Society, Tucson, Arizona,

Vola WKD‘“AS, Pe 1598
Farish, Thonas Edwin, Vol 1, pe 235, ps 236; Vol. 2, ps 60, pe 118, pe 185,

Pe 186; Vol. 3’ Pe 14; Vol 4, Pe 173,
Hand, George O., Diary, Cctober 21, 1875; Jen. 12, 1877; February 1, 1877;
Mey 10, 18773 May 11, 1877; October 18, 1877.



