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BROOKS, HEZEKIAH, bora Neal 3¥lyrias,lorraine County, Ohie,
September 7, 1825; son Of Hesekiak and Hannah (Johnson) Broeks; married
Mrs, Nary ¢ (Smith)Leidb (1826,1891), widow of Chsrles Leib,e { Prescoett,
A.Tes Yebruary 38, 18673 adopt ed daughter, Bessie (Mrs, James Bdgar),

' Remained on t he farm in Ohie until 1850 when he wontto Cal i f orni a
vis Panama; engaged in mining 1; the south Fork Of the American River
and in Greenwood Valley;conducted a nerchandi Se business in Coloma,
Eldorado County, Cal iforni a 1851-63; had charge of astereat Geor get own
and then moved t0 Yreka, Siskiyou County, where he was first empleyed by
the local Canal Company, 1854; returned to merchamdising and served first
as Deputy and t hen as Postmaster;wontte San Francisco in 1861 and en=
gaged in contracting for a years,

Left san Francisco in September, 1863, in party organised by
george Lount and came { O Arizona Vi & Los Angeles;listed, Territorial
Census, April 1864, 34 District (Yavapal County) resident 4m Arisona 7 .
months, occupation, Miner, property valued at$k,200;ata meeting held
on May 30, 1864, he was selected .S ONe of the Commi SSioners tolay out
and diwpose Of lots in the proposed townsite Of Prescott; appoi nted by
governor Goodwin as Probate Judge, June 18, 1864, and served in that
capecity in Yavapai County wuntil Jamuary 1, 1871,

E.We Wells,in jprgonaut Tales, gives 81 account Of the pursuit of
avend of Apaches which had raided the Little Chino Valley settlement;
twenty mounted soldiers from Fort Whipple guided By R4, G.Peck attacked
t he Indians at daylight in Hel| (Canyon;

The battle commenced at once and it was not long ti11 what was

left Of the Indiesne WOr € scattered in al | directions, fighting as
they ran, A number of them were killed and ot hers wounded, The

soldiers took possession of the Indian Camp and the plunder abandoned
Dy the Indians, Clinging t O the dreast Of One Of the dead squaws was
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a chubby girl baby which was taken in charge by Peck who tenderly
cared for it, mourishing it with milk procured frem t he only cow
in Little Chino vValley eecaping the Apache raid, He took the
1istle captive t 0O Prescott and presented it tO Mrs, Juige H, Brooks
who motherly received it amd gave it a good home, whereitgrow to
a charming | ndi an girl and woman, bearing t he sane of Miss Bessie
Brooks,

the fol | oW Ng 1s quoted fr OmM the Prescott Journal Miner;

Later, the adopted danghter et ani was WON by one °f Yavapel
gounty's stalwart ¢ ons, James Rdgar, of whomsheis now the bappy
wife, Al the time O her marriage t0 Mr, Bdgar the question was
reised t hat there was an Arisona statute prohibiting an Iadian and
White person marrying, \Wien it seemed that the marriage would be
tims averted, Mr, Brooks came forward, it is alleged, and made affi-
davit t hat the bride-to-be, Bessie Brooks, was his legally adopted
daughter, and therefore, by adoption, a white girl, ON this showing
the license was issued, and Mr.Edgar and Bpessie Brooks Were united
in marriage,

Listed, U,S, Census, 1870, at Prescott, occupation, Farmer; wife
and child, Bessy, age 3; the Tuma Seatinel printed an item on Juno 2, 1877,
that "Hes Br 0Oks has sold hisinterest im the Senator M ne to xr, Fay of
San ¥raneisco for $10,000%; listed, Hintom's Handbook to Arisona, 1879,
general Merchandise at Prescott in partnership with Charles Te Hayden;
Nember, Aztlan Lodge 177(1l) F. & A.M. Prescott; died at Cleveland, Ohle,
May 30, 1907, aged 813 t he Prescott Qourier said of him;

He was a prince among Arisona pioneers, a man vhom all loved (O
show t he respect they felt fore0 go0od a men, He came to this section
in 1863 and was t he firstProbateJudge Of Yavapal Countyand lived
for many years on his ranch (Woodside) which adjoims the southwest

suburb of this city, |n his death a locally historic character and
s typical pioneer Of the best grade passed over this life's divide to

be welecomed by kindred gentle and noble spirits to that high plane
suitable to such souls,
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