BRADSHAN, Wit mm Doyl

BRADSEAW, WILLIAM DAVID, born in Tennessee, about 1826;

U Gas

was g member of the Bear Flag party which captured Sonoma,
California, on June 14, 1846; appointed lsat. Liyutonant, Captain
Sear's Co. D., Mounted Rifleman, Fremont's California Batteallen,
October €, 1846; honorably discharged April 7, 1847; appointed
by the Governor of California to command a detachment Of WNilitia
because of & threatened revolt Of the French miners at Mokelumme
Hill, in 1851 and brought about a settlement of t{ he diffieulty
without bloodshed; he was O member of A miners committee t hat
drew up laws regulating mining at Vallecito Camp in Calaveras
County on June 24, 1853; in “Reminiscences of & Ranger", Horace
Bsll of Los Angeles wrote the following about him:

Mention having been hsretofore mmde of Bill
Bradshsw, his having given name to the famous
Bradshaw Mining Distriect in Ariszcona, 1t will now
be in place to give a brief account ef this curious
sharacter. A4 more curious or a more marked
character this careful chronicler never knew--
one of nature's moat polished gentlemen and brightest
jewel in Americats collection of true dorn chivalry.
Bradshaw was brave, gensrous, eccentric, and in

- simple truth & natursl lunatic. In nnniy form and
physical beauty, perfect; in muscular strength, a
glant; in fleetness of foot and snduranee, unequaled.

The first account I have of Bradshaw was in
Sonoma in 1846, then about 20 years old, at work,
under Capialn Salvador Vallejo, Mexioan Post Com-
mander, bullding & picket fence. Don Salvador,
with ail the pomp and circumstance of despotic
authority came around where Bill was at work amd
expressed his marked dlspleasure at the manner
in whioh it was being done.

Bill, with ell the dignity of true borm
American importance, flatly told the Don that he
didn't know what he was talking about, which sass
so kindled the ire of the offended Mexiocan dignitary
thet he whipped out his trusty Toledo and tried its
temper on Blll's supposed seat of honor, striking
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~him with the f£lat thereof.

Vesuviusl Strombolil Cotapaxil what are thy
fires as compared with those that raged in the
'bosom of this youmE‘hnru upon being struck an
~ ignominious blow with tlw flat of & Mexican

sabre? In an instant the domineering Don was
down, felled like an ox with a redwood pieket,

' wielded with terrific fores by this cutraged

American boy who seised the sword of the :pgyrently
dead Captain, and in a fury of uncentrollable rage
pounded 1t inteo pot-hooks with his axe that lay
sonveniently near, . .

Then realising what he had done Bradshaw saw
that he must choose, and that immediately, between
inatant flight and a Mexisan prisen, chains, and
ignominious punishment. 8o hnrri.diy he sought
his temporary lodging place, seised his rifle and
strugk out for the Sasramento Valley, and onli
returned to Sonoma when that military post fell
into the hands of the Bear Flag party, Bradshaw
being one of the most daring and snergetic of
that adwenturous band, :

© 8alvador Vallejo aommanded the garrison at
Sonoma, and finding the {ouns.horo of the redwoed
pioket in the ranks of his eaptoars, was greatly
alarmed, and said to the Bear Flag commander,
"Now I suppose I will be murdered, finding this
assassin in your foroe," pointing to Bradshaw,
"Ooh, no," responded Biil; "we are now friends,
2o far &s I am soncerned. An American never
strikes an enemy when he is down. You are down
now, and I am up, so here's my hand; my friend-
ship is yours 1f you need it." Den Salvador,
who was really a fine fellow, menifestly chagrined,
shook the proffered hand of the victoriocus young
Filibuster, vowing future friendship, and ever
after the two were fast friends,

The next we know of Bradshaw i1s in Loa
Angeles in '47, as a Lieutsnant in Premont's
Batallion, where his wild freaks astonished the
Dons and won the hearts of the Donas, among whom
he was a universal favorite,

B1ll was one of the most witty fellows to
be found, and wherever he stopped a crowd of
eager listenera would surround him, ané roars of
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merriment would respond to his well twmed points.

: Alas, poor Bradshawi A better fellow never
lived, and we will mew in oharity draw the sombre
curtaln ef forgetfulness over his unfortunate d“tzv <

Beattie's "Heritage of the villay' erodiﬁi‘him wit A:P;gggtcr
route from San Bernardino to La Pax, where he had been o‘nrly in
the spring of 18682, not long after the discovery of gold near
there, and states:

There was already & rosd frem San Bernardino
through Cajon Pass to Fort Mohave, and from that
peint there was at least a trail thet could be
follewed down along the (Colorade) river to the
(La Pas) mines. But on May 31, 1862, the Los
%__}{_{ r announced that "Parties who hive

v town for the Colorado placers intending to
take a cut-off by way of 3an Gorgonio Pass, thence
on & stralght line to the new diggings, have sent
word that the new roed is in first rate condition
and perfeotly practicable™,

‘The "new road" was the so-called Bradshaw
Road. W.D. Bradshaw, & man well known for ad-
venturous exploits in the State during years
past, was one of the first to make tim %¥rip from
Los Angeles to the new gold fields. Guided by
a map drawn for him by & Cocomaricops Indian
who, with Chief Cabezon of the Cahbuillas, had
vi-it-d the mines previously, Bradshaw made his
way from 3an Gorgonlo Pass to the River. The
route he foll beoams the road that bore his
na/"Me . ' .

In The Los Angeles Star of July 12, 1862, is the following
statement; |

- Too much eredit eannot be given to Bradshaw
the pioneer explsrer, who by plloting nearly a
hundred men thus far and through to the Colorade
river no doubt saved many valuable lives. Hias
indomitable perseveranse and slesepless vigilance
prevented a good many snimals from being lost,
for there were many men who, after arriy in
oamp unsaddle or unpack and leave their animals
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to get water or zrass the best they oan,

He and William A, ﬁorriﬁgpr‘¢:t¢h11§hcd_n ferry across the
Golorado River about & miles below La Paz at Providence Peint,
the name of which was later changed to Olive Ci%y; their first
‘sdvertisement sppeared in the Los Angeles 3%ar of June 14, 186%2;

- Werringer & Bradshaw have established a

ferry on the Colorade River at the place named

Providence Feint, the termination of the straight

line of travel from Los Angeles, o

A good and substantial boat will be on the.

station by the 16th of June capable of carrying

passengers and freight; and as soon thereafter as

possible a large ferry boat will be put on capsble

of supplying sll the requirements of the puhlis.

That he had disposed of his interest in the ferry in order
to engage in mining near Riech H1ll and the Weaver Diggings is in-
dicated in the following letter that he wrote at Ollve City, NuXM.,
August 1, which was published in the Los Angeles News of August

14, 1863:

I started a foew days after Capt. Walker and
Weaver and oversook them two days south of William's
Fork, nearly at the mines. The next day after our
arrival, I went out across the country and dis-
covered a guleh, eastward, out of whisch I obtained
in four days labor, 28 ounces and §12, This galch
is called Indians Gulch,

- Rine persons took up the ground between
Anteleope and Indian creek. They have taken out
a8 high as five pounds per day to the hand. I
obtained a olaim just above them, from which I
~obtained two dollars te the pan. Our grud was
getting soarce, so I left what provisions we had
with my paritner, and arrived here in four days
and & half. I have been a miner in California
for 14 years, and I belleve that these diggings
are as good, or better than any I have ever seen.

There is a great ery that the Mojave route
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is the way to the mines, It is out of the way

150 miles and the objest ia to take you over the
Cajon Pass $611 rond. There iz still another;

when you arrive as St. John's ransh or tleush

- go to Bradshaw's Ferry. It is the nearest and

best road to L& Pas, Although the Ferry goes by

my name, I have disposed of my entire interest

... therein, I am well known in Gllitbrnin‘n:lrtluulnrly
by th;iuining sommunity amd to them I » this in-

forma Ono

I shall attrt back to the mines dly after
tomorrow by way of New VWatéer. At the request of
¥r. John Rhea, I have made & large map of the road
from Olive City to the mines and: of the mining
district, which will be kept at the Ferry for the
benefit of our mutual friends and the publio
generslly, with a table of dittlncii trom water
to water, grass, eto, . A
Listed, Territorial Census, May, 1864, at 01165 city, AT.,
age 38, linglc, born in Tennessee, raaidont of Arizona 2 ycnra,
0¢eupabian - Minnr; on May 26, 1864, Governor Goodvin 1ssued a
call for the first Territorial election; Edward D, Tuttle, vhp
wxa then in what later besame Mohave County, stated that shortly
thnroartert

"David Bradshaw visited us onreutc frcn
Presgott to La Paz, He talked to the voters

annowneing h&n&clf as a Candidate for nnlogu e
to Gongroal.

At the election held on-July 18, 1864, he received only 66
votes, the least number for any candidntc; an Aot af the lat,
Territorial Logialaturo, cpprovod November 7, 1864 granted to
him and his aalooiatos for 20 years,. the exelusive right to keep
snd operate a ferry across the waters of the Colorade River at any
and every pozntnhQVvoon what 1s known as Nineral City and a point

five miles above La Pax.



BRADSHA®, WILLIAM DAVID -8~

, The Act then provided that they shall be authorised to
charge, demand, and collest thi following rates ¢r toll, viss
F;r a wagon and %wo tnimnia; $4.00; for ov.iy_dddztiondl two,
$1.00; For every carriage with one animal, $3.00; For every
beast of burdon,'tl.oo; For every horse or mule with 1ts rider,
$1.00; For oviry footman, 50 cents; For ovnry'hold‘at loose
cattle, horses, mules or jacks, 50 cents; For ovoiythg,‘#hcop,
or goat, 25 cents, | o
| The o0ld Yuma County records show thet on SOpﬁnﬁhéi‘G, 1864,
he bought from W. W. Thompson and William MeCoy for $300 their
rights to a ferry claim of land from which he could operate a
ferry aoross the Colorsdo River at La Pagj it 1s possidble that
he and his elder brother, Isaac A. established a ferry there
rather then at Mineral City (later called Ehrenberg) whioh is
assumed to be the place where the Providenoes Point or 0Olive City
ferry was located in 1862,

| The following report of his death at La Paz was printed in
the Los Angeles Rews of December 17, 1864;

James Grant arrived here about the middle of

the present week, with express matter from Prescott
and Ia Pax,

We learn from Mr. Grant that William Bradshaw,
of Bradshaw route notoriety, well kmown to miners
and mountaineers, committed suicide at La Paz on
the 2nd instant, by cutting his throat. Bradshaw
had been on one of his "big benders", was probably
under the influence of liguor at the time; he was
pursued by ghosts, ste. He walked deliberately
into & carpenter's shop, took up a drawing knife,
and with one stroke nearly severed his head from
his shoulders,
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P Any referencest0 him I n the Arizona M e
. apreport Of his death should appear é December, 1864.

BRADSHAW, W1 |iam D.

(From Qur Special Traveling Correspondent )
SAN BERNARDINO, Jule 11, 1862.
The Col orado HMines.

| have nothing new to report of the Col orado Mines. Mr. Bradshaw
arrived here two days ago fromthe river. He says there are about
1,000 men in the mines, and that their average wages are half an ounce
a day to the hand. Provisions are not scarce--flour sells at 24 cents
per pound, Ot her provisions and groceries vary from 50 cents to a dollar.
He thinks the mines are extensive, stretching off into the Apache
country, where the whites are not allowed to go. He estimates the
distance t0 the river, over the central route, leasding through the San
Gorgonio Pass and then directly east, 150 miles from here. The M nes
are from1o to 20 mles beyond the river, which nakes the entire |and
travel from San Pedro 260 miles. .. .

~---Daily Evening Bulletin (San Francisco) July 14, 1862, 1:2



