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BOALRS, EIWARD FRANKLIN

Born at Greenfleld, Hillsboro County, New Hampshire, June 27, 1838,
Son of and -
Varried, 0live Ehle {1851-1043), daughter of Joseph and Margaret
(Williams) Lhle, at Prescott, July 5, 1869,

Children, Ceorge Alfred (1871-1892), Charles Herbert (1876-1044),
Edward Franklin, Jr. {(1877-1921), and Stella (1873-1940) (iirs.
Richard J. Hambrook)j Mrs. Dowers married Hulbert B. Crouch at

Prescott on August 1, 1880,
The following is taken from an obitusry in tie Prescott

Arizons ¥inep:

He left home when 19 years of age going to
Kansas in dmsem. :nd to c&.md:min 1 km“ I;m
was esngege mining, prospecting, peo s 0.,
until the winter of éag, when he went to California
and resumed the business of mining in that State
which he followed for three years until 1865 when,
in company with his brother, the late Herbers
Bowers, v. N Kelly and othera, he oame to Arisona
amsingt:hd in Yavapail County wiere he continuously
resided,

He first engaged in frelghting and reanching and on September
30, 1867, the liner reported thati

A few nights since, the Indians carried off
a lot of vorn from iid. Sowsr's ranch on Oranite
Creek about seven mliles from town, Semething
must have scared thep,as next morning zd. found
& lariat which the red thieves lad aropg:d. They
were prospecs for & horse to fasten that
lariat, and will get one soon Af our citisens
don't keep & sharp lookout for them.

Later he entered into a business partnership With his
brother~in~-law as 1s shown by an item printed in the % on

Hareh 6, 18603
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2 Ed F. Bowers has become & full partner with
De Jo Cook in the Adobs 3tore at ths Cormer of
Greani%e and Qurley 3treets., The name of the firm
will hereafter be Cook & Bowers. !r. Bowers, like
his partner, iir, Cook, is one of the most enter-
prising, honest and industrious sitizens.

The business must have been successful bdecsuse he paid a
Federsl tax of $138.,50 on his income of $2,730 carned timt year
he was also interested in mining sa 1s indicated by another item
published in that newspeper on ¥arch 28, 18701

Six or eight men are at work in the hydraulio

olaims belonging to E. F. Bowers, C. C., Beén and

Lte As By %Walls on Lynk Cresk in the Walker District.

In 1871 he moved to & oattle raneh in Skull Valley, was
appointed Postmaster there on April) 22, 1872, and served until
the office was discontinued on November 1l that same year he
was &n unsucocessful osndidate for Sheriff on the Peoples Sicket
but was elected to that office as an Independent candidate in 1874
and re-slected in 1876; the Prescott Arizona Intexrprise of October
17, 1877, gave the following account of a gun fight in which he
was engaged:

Yesterday afternoon quite & ripple of ex~-

citament was orated in our usua goquiot tom

by the appsarance of two gemuinw vorder ruffisns

on our streetsz. They first mede themselves

troublesome at Jackson & Tomkin's Saloen, where

they drev their revolvers and flourished them

in & threatening manner. Col. MoCall, who ha

pened to be there, was gcovered with tﬁt pisto.

sevaral times and Sold that 1f he opened his wouth

that they would let daylight through him, and

he wigely kept stille

They then gommenced firing at a dog, and
afterwvard mounting their horses rode down
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Montszwua streot at full gallep, yelling lixe
“demons and firing right and left at sverything
that showed itse. e bullets whistling in wmn-
plesant proximity ¢o several persons who were

on the street., John Heible's dog was the

thing hit by them. Prooeeding on down tiw
strest they stopped at tl» outakirts of the town
and reloaded thelir weapons,

Maprghal Stendefer and Col, MeCall armed
themselves and got in Duprez's barouchs and
started In pursult, Sheriff Bowers and Frank
Murray, City marshal, also armed themselves, and
mounting thelir horses started after them. Standefer
and HoCall) passed ths ruffians on the flat near
Koyes'! old mill, so as to get on the other side
and hesd them off, Sheriff Bowers and iurray
cams up on this pide, and the 3heriff or
them te throw u ﬂufr handa, and surrender
instead of which they opaned’ fire en him, HRobert
Tullos, one of the des 085, 8lld off his
horse and fired three shots at rs, all of
them coming pretty ol-se, when a charge of
buckshot from the Sheriffts gun brought him
go:n.m:amhal Standefer also emptied a load

nLo »

R aoross the road Tulleos got undey
the bushes and commenced to load his revolver,
still refusing to surrender, whsn a shot from
the sheriffs revolver stretehed him cut 1ifeless.
Vaughn, his companion, kept firing awsy but was
soon brought down by & let in his head, but
was not ed., There was so much shooting
going on that it was almost impossible to tell
who fired the fatal shots. The horse Shepiff
Bowers rode was ashot in thw hind quarters; thias
was the only harm that befell the pursuing partye.

The dead and wounded were brought to the
Sheriffts Office and from thence Veughn, the
wounded one, was taken to ths hospltal, where
he now 1lles, still conssious, but Dr. Day says
he camot liw more than twe or three days.
This item was printed In the Arizons Miner on October 26,
18773

We wore shown, by Sleriff Bowers, three
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specimens of saws manufastured by J. A. Lewis,
: holds gquarters in ome of the oells of the
County jall, and is under ssntense of death for
having cormitted the orims of uxoricide. These
saws wore to be used by hiwm in sawing the logs
out of the floor of his cell, Ons is zade fIom
& plece of tin, while two are from & plege of
hoop=iron.

He was & passenger, having cuatody of an insane woman
enroute to Stookton, Californis, on & stage that was robbed as
desoribed in a (rand Jury report:

The robbing wias cormitted & few miles from
Wickenburg, and the stage agent -« Plsreson - of
that place, knew at the tiwme the stage reachsd
his offics what was to happen, yet neither Hr.

Bowers nor the others were $old a werd so that
they might have provided for wimt was coming,
and to save thelir effects and perhaps to sesure
the robbers.

The robbery was committed under ocover of
guns and plstols, and the least motion of ree
sistanos Dy any of the passsngers might have led
to loss of lifs of ons or more of the passengers,.
As 1t waa, all the money Iad by the passengers
was tsken from them - some 450 dollsrs from
Sherif{ Bowers, and valuable letters mutilated
and destroyed.

On January 11, 1878, the Arizons kiner stated:

Sheriff Bowers, has settled with Treasurer
Cook, His books show that the entire taxes,
accord to the assessment roll for the year,
amourts $55,068,18, of which {36,054.56 have
been collected, leaving $16,713.68 still de-
linquent. Of hcmn, of all kinds, collected
during the year, there are §8,176. FPoll taxes
collegted amount to only le73¢ Sghool.
District No. 1 has besn paid $2,8573.70.

The Arizona Enterprise geve ths fellowing report of an
interview on April 24, 1870;
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Ed. Fo DBowers, Sheriff of this County, got
-bagk from Yumua yeste e It took all of hia
time, talent i attentlon to get the orfaminal,
Lewis, te the Penitentiary, where he was at laat
acoounts. The Sheriff, Ed. G, Peck, T. K.
Alexander, Lewis and two Indians went from Ehrenberg
to Yusk $in & skiff, bescause there was no stesme
boat $0 take them. Peck and Aleok hel Bowars
to watoh Lewis. They used to land thely bdoal,
nights, and Lewis would #hen woryk and wateh for
& chance to escaps. He prewvailed on his irons
to ssparate. Bowers saw this and informed him
that it was no use in trying.

His activities in the Shepiff's Ofice were frequently
mentioned in the Arisona Kiney from whioh the following quotations

are talken:

uly B, 1878 « - RBd., F, Bowers ralised monsy
suffioient with which to purchase an slegant
flag for the gourt house, and ¢ y 1% S»
grasefully befors the breese from the flag staff
placed on the apex of the ohserwtory of our
new gourt house and jail, the finest bullding
in the Territory.

Septemberl3, 1878 » « Sheriff BDowers and his
deputies coneluded the removel of all property
from the old bullding on Cortes 3treet to the
new Court House on the publiec plasa, last

ove « The prisonars are comfortably placed
in thelr new quarters and seem to he overjoyed
with tl» change from the old rlokety dungeon
to the fresh olean departments they now ocoupye.

October 11, 1878 » « Ed, F. Dowers and Kura$
Masterson 1eft to-day by Charley Young's stage
in the direction of Hassayampa, Turkey Creek,
Alexandria, Pesk, Eradshaw snd Tiger sountrye
They are srwed with all the modern alectioneering
appliannes.

These references %o him appeared in the Arisons Enterprise:

November 16, 1878 - - Lat people talk as they
will about 4. F. Howers, Sheriff of this
County, we know him to be & good man and faithe
ful ctf'!.ur. He has now been cheriff for nearly
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four years, has tumed over svery dime collected
by him, has dons no wreng that we now of. He
has beon unfortunate in seliect deputies, but
not always, may have been a little lenient, but
the errors he hus comnitted lmve Leen of tﬁomnﬂ,
not of the heart, He will leave behind him &
pretty clean record, ard we know that his sug-
gsasor, Joseph Re ¥Walker, will do the same.

necerber 11, 1878 « « Sheriff Bowers will, at

the close of his term, take charge of the Dudley
House and its bar and billiard room, two po
institutions, made so by rred Willlmms and his
brother, indrew, who will, henoceforth, tum
their entire atfenticn to ths menagement of thair
several lodging houses, whioh forr comfort and
oleanliness cannot be surpassed in San Franaisco.
Mr. Bowers has ohagsed the “outrit" of the
Tudley House, llkewlse the saloon, for the sum
of £3,600. His Deputy Sheriff, Robert Walker,
will run the office. It is almost rwedless for
uahgo ;batcthntm. and Bob Imow how o run

& hotel,

Jnnmri 11, 187 « « There are not so many of
us in this little mowntain town, that we gan
affard to let good and trus men go without a
heartache or a tear, The familiar face snd
the hensat manly grip of the hand of Ed, F.
Bowers will be seen and felt no more on earth,
and ours 1s the loas.

He has served the pco?h as they well
mow, faithfully and consc mhml{ for four
years, snd lesves & record as & pudblioc servant,
without & blemish, and conaspliouous for honssty
and correctness.

In 811 his intercourse with his fellsrw men,
in private and public life, he has been noted
for unvarying cowrtesy and kindliness, and his
generosity is named as his only fault.

Kember, Astlan Lodge Hoe 177, F. & A. i., Prescott, dled

at Prescott, A.T., Jenuary 5, 1879, aged 30; burled Hasonie

M.
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Farish, T.2s = History of Arisona, Vol. 8, p{i 170, 17,
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Rowers, Edward ¥ranklin

Arizona Citizen, 12/13/73%, 1-2.
Trom Miner 11/29/73,

Ed F.Powers recently purchased 200
head of cattle and took them to his ranch in
Skull Valley.



