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BINKLEY, FRANKLIN, born In Tennessee, Novenber 10, 1826; married

Harriett Wall, a native of Virginia, I N Missouri about 1850; children,

UUL}

Willlam Franklin, Charl eS Edward, Leonidas Lenear, MASON Stewart, and
Martha F. (Mrs. Brown)e

Vént from Tennessee to0 Missouri When he was young and em grat ed
Wi th his reamily to California in 1855; first came t O Arizona i n 1863
and was for several weeks W th william D. Bradshaw on a prospecting
trip in What were thereafter known as the Bradshew Mountains; he
then found what he considered a good pay |ead near the Black Canyon
and told his brother-in-lew, Stewart M, wall, about It when he returned
to California who decided to go to Arizona With him and develop the
claim,

In March, 1864, he and wall departed for Arizona; they were
- joined at Bradshaw 's Ferry by Fred. Henry, DeMarquis Scott and Sanuel
Herron who, after some delay, went With them to WAl nut Grove on the
Hassayampa River, arriving in May; Binkleyts account of what happened
t 0 them On June 3, 1864, at what was afterwards cal |l ed "Battle Flat"
which first appeared in a San Bernardino, California, NEwsSpaper and
| at er re-printed I n the Prescott Arizona Journal-Miner Of Septenber

17, 1887, is Wi th some revisions,as follows:

“here Were in the party Stewart wall, whom
you all know as the County ‘Revenue Tax Collector,
Sam Herron, a man We cal | ed 'Seotty', Fred Henry
and myself. \W had a pack train, and were ON
hor seback oW came into can1p af( dusk on the f irst
day out, and slept In our blankets until about
4 o'clock the next morning.

"pay WasS | ust breakingh,, and all at once we
wer e aroused by the nost hideous and inhuman yells
one coul d imagine. \We all slept close by our guns,
and no sooner Were we awake than every man was ready
to fighte |t was the Intention of the Indians to
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stampede us and to either kill uS outright, or capture
all of our provisions,armsand animals.

"As soon aswewere thoroughly aroused, We
found our 1ittle party of five surrounded., Ihe
Indians were, aS a rule, arned with bows and arrows,
but a number of them Wwere armed with nuzzl e-1|oading
rifles, W& had shot-guns and nuzzl e-| oaders tooce

"The first thing | remenber was a peculiar
and not pleasant sensation in the mouthe A great
big Indian wth a leng, Strong bow, had sent “an
arrow into nmy mouth, and it had taken out the
tooth tmt you see gone.

_ "this made me hot. | knew!| was hurt, but

did not know how badly. | grabbed up ny shotgun,
but |t missed fire. Then | reached over ‘and grabbed
01é Betsy--w sh gou could See her, she's a baby.
T he big I'ndian had dropped his arrows, and when he
straightened up to take-another draw at ne with his
bow, | | evel ed the olé girl On him, and for one
tooth he took frommel|got four frem hime He

unped right up into the air, and when he came down
here was a good Indian,

"Stewart had laid out another, and at the
sane tine | got a slight wound i N the leg. We
realized What Sort eof a hols We were im, and
little things 1ike a bul l et hol e througﬁ us,
just so that it |eft uS able {0 USE OUl arms
was excused, Herron, had a good shot-gun and
t W0 revolvers, and you ought to have seen that
fellow USEe himself, 'WhF’ he had dead Indians all
around him, and still his clothes were full of
arrows, and the blood from bullets was running
down his legs in perfect streams.

"Seotty laid down behind a | ot of pack-
saddles, and every time hiS gun cracked a red-
skin went to glerye | can tell you, young mamn, We
had an experience that few men in the world ever
had. A remant of the savages had run our ani nals
off, and we saw that we were in a fine pickle.As
| said before, We had to fightordie, and you ecan
bet your 1ife we did fight o

"1 can give you a little ldea of what kind of
work was dene, When | tell you that Sam Herron was
wounded in two places and died i n eight dafs from
the day of the fight; that scotty was riddled with
bul lets and shot full of arrows, and when the fight
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ended Was unabl e to move. Fred Henry (Ot hitonce,
but-very seriously. | had ny teeth knocked out, | OSt
this | eft{ eye, and Stewart mallwas | eft on the ground
with 17 wounds in his bodye

*he | ndi ans stayed pretty close t0 us until
we got to droppl ng oné everY time we let a gun go
off, and then they gradually witbdrews As soon as
t he fl%ht Wwas over, Fred and myself were t he only
ones that eould get around, Sam, Scotty and Stewart
lay upon the ground unable to walke Fred and myself
gave the Doys “some water, and then ceme the tug of war,

"We had no_horses, and the nearest habitation
was miles off. The omly thi ng we coulddo was to
wal k the distance and 1eave The boys in the broiling
sun until We counld get assistance, and as we tal ked
we coul d see the I'ndi ans going away which gave US
courage.

"we started out on foot and In twenty-four
hours we were back with a crowd of fellows. The
boys were found in a terrible condition, but we
carried them t 0 walnut Grove, and all but Sam got
well, Cowe around to my house some_daP/ and |
wi |l show you a buliet. It iS a little battered
and is the bullet that knocked my eye out and
| odged in one of the pack-saddles.®

/:{

Two days |ater the Journal-Miner cent imued the story by print ing

an Interview wth Henry a. Bigelow:

The_Journal-Miner representative set out
this morning to verify the particulars of the
Indian fight, as published in the | ast issue,

t aken froma San Bernardino, California, paper,
The recol l ections of the oldest inhabitants
geem t0 be rather indistinet as t0 the details
of the Indian fight, ur,. Binkley was in, but
they all said "0ld Bigelow can tell youl"

We had the pleasure of meeting Cole. He Ao
Bigelow in town, and snuggling him into the
sanctum, Ot a solid hourts tal k about the ol d
times. Bigelow 1s mining ON SlateCreek, and
the head of the Hassayampa, and t o judge from
his tal k does not 1ixe an I'ndian any nore than
Binkley does.

He says that he was 1iving at Walnut Grove,
engaged with George H. Vickroy and Jack Swilling in
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placer mining, | N the Spring of 1864, The | ndi ans
were ON the ranpage in thoas days. The Tontos
were the ones who made the nost trouble-- [iving
100 miles east of Prescott, they would come into
this section in force Sweeping through the mning
and agricultural settlenents like a cyelone, kill,
burn and destroy, gat her ué) all the horses and
cattle they could get hold of, and disappear,

| eaving only devaStation behind,

| n March, '64, one of these marauding parties
struck Wl nut” erove, Killed three White men in
the canyon, two mles below the site of the dam
of the walnut Grove At er Storage Conpany is now
building, and fiVve Mexicans On the trail “between
Wl nut Grove and the mini ng town of weaver.

Late in May, '64, the party Binkley was in
| eft Walonut Grove, ON a prospecti ng expeditione
His narration of ‘the trouble 1s about correct.
All the old tiners know of it, as "the Battle
Fl at fights" One of the raiding gangs of the Tonte
tribe waylaid the party and bounced them as they
arose fromtheir sleep’in the morning, having
rg)rew ously taken possession of all the animals
elonging to the boyse

Everyone of the five was wounded at the first
attack. The fight was kept up from sunrise till
t he middle of the afternoon. Fred Henryhad a
favorite saddl e-horse which the redski s killed,
roasted and ate on the hill-side, in hi s sight,
but out of rifle shot, The fact that the party
were just starting out and had plenty of ame
munition was all {hat saved them fromannihilation.

Wien the | ndi ans fell ba}ck in t he afternoon,
Fred sHenry and Binkley, the only two of the party
able to travel, |eft for Wl nut” Gove and raised

t he miners, and a party went out and browht in
the three wounded men, t0 (John) Wiite & ({Janes w.)
Bright's ranch in Wl nut Grove. There they were
cared for. Fred Henry was shot in one arm.

Binkley Wwas shot with a bullet, Or an arrow,

which cut the bridge of his noSe out, and knocked
one_eye out. Colonel Bigelow says he met Binkle y
in Prescott several years ago, and tal ked these
things over,
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The Yavapai County Book Of Mines for 1864 shows that on July
8 of that year F. Binkley recorded the location Of 200 yards On the
Washburn lode in t he Turkey Creek bpistrict; in the Prescott Arizona
uiner of July 20, 1864, 1t was reported that "captain Paul i ne Weaver
and Mr. Frank Binkley arrived here today from weaver"; he returned
to San Bermardino, California, and was registered there as a voter
from 1872 t0 1879 aS a Teamster; i N 1880-84 he is listed as a farner
at Temescal and thereafter as a | aborer at san Bernardino, Where he
died ON December 28, 1892, aged 66,
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