WILLIAM BICHARD : 1841-1873

William Bichard was born in 1841 on the Isle Of Guexnsey.
With his three brothers, Nicholas, Elisha and Stephen, he
inmigrated to the united States, entering at the port of Boston.
| n 1865, the Bichard brothers journeyed to Arizona, Where they
entered the Gila valley, settling at Or near Cass Blanca,

In 1866, the Bichard brothers, under the name of Wwilliam
Bichard and Company, built and began operating a crude flour
m || at Casa Blanca. The Bichards al SO owned and operated a
small trading post at the Pima Villages. Inhese were operated
until Septenber 7, 1868 when the @ila River flooded and swept

them away. This was reported Inthe Sacranmento Union On
Cctober 2, 1868,

Advices from Tuceon tO Septenber 7, are received...
On the 7th Of BSeptember the most terrible storm ever
expadrienced | N that: Territory, desol ated Central
Arizona. The villages of the Pime and Maricopa Indians
are flooded and their crops destroyed. Harper and
Conpany (sic, should be Hooper and Company) Store, at
Sacabone (sic, Bacaton) and Richard and Company (sic,
Bichard) at Pims aire totally swept away: loss $20,000.

The Bicha r‘\;)/’lc\ohstmcted a mill I n 1869 at the town
of Adamsville, fouf miles south of Florence. This was the
Pi oneer ¥ill and was the first genuinely modern mill In the
Trerritory. The Weekly Arizonan reported on Jenuary 15,1870;

. ..Among Ot her things, We learn from t hem of
the novenents of the enterprising firm of Bichard
and Conpany WhO have just furnished their new mill
at Adamsville with a nNew boiler, engine, and new
machinery generally, and declare thenselves in
readiness to supply flour to the whole Territory
at nore reasonabl € rates than any other firm.
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either in, or outSi de the Territory. & believe

al | this; the locationof the business of the fimm
.An the center Of the grain region of Arizona,gives
it an advantage over all others.

Wrive
William Bichard appears to/\be, \enterprising indeed, because

in 1870, he began constructing a mill i n Phoenix, This mill,
which was t O serve the valley of the Sun, was | ocated in
present down-town Phoenix where the Luhr's Building NOw stands.
Block 64 as the |ocation is offielally deeignated, was glven

t 0 Bichard by the eity commissioners. |t Seens to-me-that this
might be the first time that the city fathers lured an outof

t OWN industry into “Phoenix.

On July 4, 1871, the first flour ever milled | n the Valley
of the Sun was produced. The |ife of this mill was short
however, fOr on Septenber 2, 1871 It wasbhurnedto the ground.
The cause was suspected to be arson and the | 0ss was valued
at §10,000, William Bichard continued to operate a small store
in Phoenix, Selling flour produced at the Adamsville mill,
There also was mention Of a small store operated for a short
tine | n Prescott. This store was apparently managed by Thomas
Cordis and |ater by C. 8. Adams. In June of 1872, the Phoenix
store was sold to A. Collas and Company, but In a Strange
transaction in October of the same year it was sol d back tO
¥William Bichard and Company.

Some evidence Of the frontler times In which william
Bichard lived can be seen in a report in the_Arizona Citizen,
February 24, 1872;

Anot her Indian attack. At Mowilliams Station
on t he Hassayampa, some ten miles bel OwW Wickenburg,

on the fifteenth, William Bichard Wites ae fol | ows
to the firm at Sanford:
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I | eft Phoeni X on Tuesday at 2 p.m. Arrived
at the forks of the lod White Tanks road at 1 a.m.,
.and Was chased by a band of Apaches foOr 10 miles,
but the speed of Ny noble Steed safely carried ne to
McWilllams Stati on by 3 a.m. They finally gave U
t he chase and walted for Mr. A. Deguerre's train
of six tesms, and yesterday at noon made an attack,
wounding the wagon master t'hrough the arm; but the
Apaches Were repulsed.

This article was also reported In the_San Diego Union, Feb.

29, 1872. Anot her art icle in the_Arizonjan, November 20, 1869
tel| s of the stage on which Willlam Bichaerd was riding bei ng
attacked by outlaws. . Four robbers attacked the stage near
Algodon St ation about nine milewst of Fort Yuma. Bichard
shot one of the robbers but by the time the stage was stopped
and turned around, the robbers and viectim were gone.

There 1s reason t0 believe that william Bichard and Conpany
might Not be as honest as we would |ike to think our pi Ooneer
fathers might ve. For example, |iquor belonging to the Bichard's

Wwas selzed On Or near the Pima Reservation. Thies went to court

where Mr, Cargill describes the Bicharde as being "about as | arge

sized thieves as Were |n the ecountry." Mr. Cargill also hints
at sonme under-the-table deals between Bichard and Co. and the
Quartermaster at Canp McDowell. Canp MgDowell was belng
supilied by the Phoeni x store}/rar\; by William Bichard, Mr.
Cargill tells of taking 25,000%. of supplies to Canp McDowell
and receiving a recei pt for taking 50,000 1lbs, GCargill says
that .the explanation given him by Wwilliam Bichard Was that the
horses ate about 25,0041‘05. of grain and about 25,000 Ibs. Of
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grass which the Bichards also received Ccredit for providing.
Howeaceurate an account this is Fwas unable to%eterminec,%
from any other sources; so, |t | S only es-¥-satd-before Q
hint of what might have been going on.

William Bichard dled young at the age of thirty-two.
His death occurred on February 1, 1873, in Sanford, where the
Bichards owned asmall store, a farm, and several houses.

His death was mentioned in the Tucson Citizen and the gan

Diego Union and ONn Feb. 15, 1873 the TUCSON Gitizen added:

We made brief mention | ast week of the death
Oof William Bichard. Since that We learn that he
was a native of England and born in Cuernsey--where
his parents now live. He was aged thirty-two years,
and resided six in Arizona. Appropriate funeral
services, Dy Rev, C, H. Cook, Were held at Sanford
and the rerains burl ed (aecording t0 the request of
t he deceased) at Casa Blanca. The Pima Indians
exhi bited much grief, feeling that they had lost a
good and true friend.

He was survived by his three brothers, Nicholas, Elisha,
and Stephen. His estate was val ued at $66,307.82 while hie
debts amewnted t O $67,318,10. This estate was sold to his
br ot her Nicholas WnO moved t 0 San Fréncisco shortly therafter.
Most of the estate was then sold off by Nicholas. The Phoeni x
| ot ended up In the hands of a Goerge Loving (or Loring).

Just hovg the rest of the property was di sposed of however,
IMwﬁzaeover St ephen and Elisha did not go tO
S8an Trancisco with Nicholas. Stephen 1lived in Sanford until
nis death In 1876, Elisha ran the trading pPost at Sweetwater
on the Pima Reservation until his death in 1905,
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