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BERNARD, REUBEN FRANK, bern | N Hawkins County, Tennessee, Octeber
14, 1834; son of JOhn and Mary (Mersloek) Bernard; married (1) Alice Virginia
FPrank (1849-91) at Washington, D, C,, December 6, 18663 (2) Ruth Lavinia
Simpsen at Bal timore, Maryland, Fedbrusry 22, 1892, who died on Decenber 24
of that yearj (3) Elsie May Canp (1866-1938) at Knoxville, Tennessee, Cct ober
26, 18983 children, Harry E., Jobn J,, George R,, Thomas P., Robert S.,
Fannle E,, Kate M, (Mrs, B,B, Buck), and Mary A, (Mre, W.C. Babcock),

Worked on hisfatherts farm and recei ved limited schoelings | eft hone
at the age of 20 and | earned to be a blacksmith and horseshoer |In Enexvilles
enlisted to serve 5 years in the U,S. Arny at Enmoxvills, February 19, and
Joined Corpany D, lst U,S, Dragoons at Fort Craig, New Mexieo, Septenber 13,
18553 prometed to Farrier, October 1, 1855, and served as such until Decenber
3, 1856,

| N aetion agai NSt Apaches on the headwaiters of the Gila River March
28 and on t he Mimbres River, N.M,, April 5, 18563 marched With t he Company
to Canp Moore, | ater called Fort Buchanan, in the Gadsden Purchase, where he
was pronoted to Cerperal June 1, 1857,

Sent with 15 men in pursuit of outlaws who had nurdered several
Mexicans and stolen their pack trainsy captured 2 of them at Tubae and ree
covered all of the pack mles; nade 18 trips in charge of detalls carrying the
mail across the Apache infested reglon bet ween Fort Buchanan and Fert Thorn
onthe Rio Grandej resigned as Corperal at Fort Buchanan May 1, 1858, because
of illness Whi Ch confined him te t he pest hospital for Several months,

on expedition under Captain I,V.D, Reeve and was in aetion agai nst
Apaches in Pinal Mountains, Decenber 25, on the San Carles River Decenber 27,

and again in the Pinals, December 30, 1858; promoted to Corporal March 1, to



BERNARD, REUBEN FRANK ]

Sergeant May 5, and to 1st Sergeant June 6, 18593 stationed with the
Conpany at Fort Breckenridge and was in action against Apaches on the San
Pedro River FNovember 9,' 1859.

Reenlisted at & camp 40 miles north of Tucson February 19, 18603
transferred to Fert Buchanan in commend eof a cavalry detachnent of 12 nen
where he was lieted in the U,S, Census, August 23, 18603 wes Wi th Lieutenant
GeN. Bascom when Cochise was seized and escaped at Apache Pass February
4, 18613 strongly protested against the refusal of Bascom t0 exchange
prisoners with Cochise for whieh he was tried by Court Martial at Fort

+

Buchanan for insuberdination and acquitted,

After the destruction of Forte Breckenridge and Buchsnan, marched
with the treops to Fort Craig, N.Me3 appoi nted Acting 24 Lieutenant,
Conpany D, 18t UeS. Cavelry, at a canp in the Socorro Mountains, N,M,,
January 6, 18623 in actien with Confederates near Fort Crelg, February 19 and
in the battle of Valverde February 21, 18623 participated im the battles ef
Apache Canyen and Gleriete, N.M,, March 28, and 303 in action at
Albuquerque, and Peralta, April 256 and 27,

Commi ssioned 24 Lieutenant, 18t UsS, Cavalry at Fort Unien, NeM.,

Sept ember 15 as of July 17, 18623 took part In 65 battles, engagements, and
skirmshes in Virginia during the Civil War; promoted lst Lieutenant June
28, 18633 brevet Captain for gallant and meriterioue service at the battle
of Todds Tavern, Vaes May 6, 1864, where he was wounded; brevet Major for
bravery at the Yattle of Smithfield, Va,, August 28, 18643 brevet Lieutenant
Col onel and Célenel for distinguished service during the War, March 13,

18654
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After the Civil \WAr his regiment wassent { O the Pacifie Coasts
defeated a bend of Snake Indians at Rattl esnake Creek, Oregen, July 26,
18663 pronoted Ceptain, Company G, 1st U.S. Cavalry, July 28, 1866; on rew
eruiting servies at Carlisle Barracks, Penneylvania, 1866-68, and nude four
trips With recruits to California via Panama inone ysars

Sai | ed from New York yith 1850 recruits in August, 18683 | anded inm
San Frenclseo and went to Fort Yume in October; proceeded to Tucson and from
there was sent to Sonora to purchase pack mules being gone from December 8
t 0 January 29, 18693 assumed command at Cemp Grant, AeTes ON February 1 and
| eft there the follewing norning wWith 78 men on a 9 days scout in the
Aravaips Mountains of which the follow ng account was printed in the Tucsen

Arizoniant

The weather was exceedingly unpl easant, neverthel ess the Col,
started from Canp Gramt Wi th his mMen as wel| as Lt, AsEe Stanton end 20
of Co. K, 18t U,S. Cav, They traveled abeut 30 nmiles ir a south-
easterly direetion through emow from twel ve inches te twe feet deep,
over a ough trail, the animals being nearly exhamsted, having nothing
to stimulate them but the tracks of a large band of Indians that hed
preceded them,

Suddenly upon turning the point of a rugged nountain they cane upon
a body ef about 60 Indienss Fighting then comrenced in good shape and
in less than three hours the | ndians were conpletely routed, | eaving
8 warriors upon the field dead, i nnumerabl e wounded having escaped owing
to the excessive roughness of the ecuntry, t he smew and bare rocks were
literally covered with blood and gore for miles,

Left Camp Grant with §9 nen Mareh'l and scouted acress the country
to Fort Bewie, thence t0 Camp Goodwin and from there to the San Caries
River, where 3 Apache rancherias were destroyed on March 193 noved his coms
mand t0 FOrt Bowie in May, 18693 I n action with Apaches in the Burre

Mountains, NeMe; July 4; the Arizonian printed the fellewing on Jul y 24, 1868:



A

OUCa

BERNARD, REUBEN ¥RANK =i

Bl

We have been i nformed that some Of the Lo femily came to grief a
coupl e of weeks age at the hands of Col, Bernard, %ley continued tO
carry on their little drellery areund Apache Pace = stealing cattle,
destroying mail, etce., fOr abeut fOuUr eonsecutive weeks, and al |
this tine adroitly baffled pursuits The Cols , We are told, having
caught up witk a party amomg the mountains, cone 20 nile s fromthe

Pass, cent four of ite number t0 pursue the phant om denizens of the
"Happy Hunting Ground®,

With 61 men pursued a | arge band of Apaches under Cochise and after
a hard fight in Chiricahua Pass killed 18 Indians With the loss of twe
troopers on (October 20, 18693 in reporting this actien the Arizonian made
this comment!

We have already had ample preef Of the superier judgment and great
ener gy of Cols Bernard, Gen, Devin, too, knows \We|| the value of the
man, and having full confidence in his discretion and ability, has
pl aced him under no restrictions by which his judgment may be fettered
or 1tS Sway oconfined,

He was | ater made aBrigadi er General by brevet fer gallantry in
action on that oceasiony With an increased force he fought twe ot her engagee
ments W th Cechise in the Chiricalua Mountains on Octeber 27 and 31 im which
16 Apaches were killed; with hie treop surprised a band ef Apaches in the
Drageon Mountains on January 27, 1870 and kill ed 13, captured 23 t he next
day he found and destroyed Cochise's ronp; as a result of the pumishment inw
flicted by Bernard, Cochisge made peace t WO years later with General 0.0s Howard,

Listed, U,S.Census, August 11, 1870, at Apache Pace (Fort Bowie),
Pima County, A. T., Wth wife, son and deughter; | eft Fort Bowie December 21
on A scout against ths Pinal Apeches; had slight skirmishes ONn December 27
and 28 and attacked a rancharia in the Pinal Mountains on January 1, 1871,
killing 9 Indians and capturing 23 head of livestocks om February 11, 1871,

t he Arigzenian stated that:
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Cel, Bernard arrived from Apache Pass Monday en his way {0 San
Francisce. Through the departure of this very efficient officer, Arizens
has lest a true friend end the Apaches are rid of an energetic and ters
rible enemy, His career has been mest suceeesfuly he has rid the
Territory of many & murderous, thieving savage, and NOW leaves the field
of his laboers with a clean reecord Wwhet her as a soldier or a gentlemen,

Marched Wi th his treep on feet via Yuma te San Diego, wentfrom
there vy sea %o northern California where he was stationed at Fort Bidwells
participated in t he Modoc Indian \WAr in the Lava Beds, 1872«73, t he Baanoek
War 1n Oregon, 1878, and t he Sheepeater Campaign of 1879,

Vase stationed at Fort McDermit, Nevade, when his troop was ordered
t0 leavs immedistely for Arirene to assist in Suppressing an outbreak of San
Cerlos Apaches; travelled by rsil and arrived at Willecox, A.Te, Sept enber 10,
18811 marched via Fort Grant and Fort Thomas to San Carles sand fromthere on
a seout through the Wite Muntain Reservation during which 30 hostile
Indians were captured without a fights

Was escorting the prisoners from Fert Thomas te Fort Grant om Osctober
2 when advised that 300 Chirlcabua Apsches under Naches, a son of Cochise,
had left the 8am Caries Reservation with the intentien of rescuing them; in
a fight near Cedar Springs, at the base Of Mount Grahsm, t he Chiricahuas
were driven off and the prisonmers drought to Fort Gant that nighte

On Cctober 4 he was given command of 6 troops of cavalry whieh he
| eaded en & reilroad freight train at WilleeX gnd moved west to Dragoon Pass
where the Apaches had been seen Crossing the srackei t he men, horses, and
Pack yyles ¥eTe uploaded and the |ndians hotly pursued fror 25 miles unti |
they entered the Southpges of the Drageon Mbuntains wheret he tracpers were
diemounted to fi ght among the rocks; t he pursuit was contgsued until the

Apsches \\er € driven into t he Sierra Madre Mountains in Mexice,
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Promoted Major, 8¢h U,S, Cavalry at Fert Bidwell, California,
November 1, 1882; commended i n general orders "for the promptness and dise
eretion Wi th whiech he suppressed a dengerour riet in Laredo, Texas", 18863
pronot ed Li eut enant Colemel, 9th U,S, Cavalry, July 22, 18923 retired after
over 41 years Of active military service, October 14, 18963 Deputy Governor,
Us.Se Sol di ers Home, Washington, DeCs, 1896w1903,
VAs the first President of the Order of Indian Wars and retained
that office fer six years; di ed at Washington, D.Ce, November' 17, 1903,
aged 693 buried in Arlington Nestienal Cemeterys "Oms hundred amd Three
Fights and Scrimmages® published by the United States Cavalry Asseciatioen,
1936, gives an excellent account of his nilitary expleits. A concl uding
passage | N the beok readss
Wth his death there passed a master of nmi ner warfare, FOI leaderw
ship in the treep or bettalion operations that were characteristie of
t he campaigns against t he Indians, he was One of the most efficient

Cavalry officers carried on the rolls of the Army during his leng perioed
of gallant and arducus service,
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